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An Invitation to Participate 
Whether it’s next to a roaring woodstove in Little Comp-
ton or on a beach chair in Florida, winter is the ideal time 
to practice a craft. We invite you to share your craft-
making skills with the community as part of our 2023 
Inspired Craft project. We are seeking craft makers to submit 
items for display in our 
2023 exhibition, vendors to 
participate in our special 
events, craft instructors to 
lead classes, and commu-
nity members interested in 
learning new skills. (See 
pages 4 & 5 for craft classes 
to be offered this winter.) 

Inspired Craft  
Exhibition –  
July through October 
All craft makers with ties to 
the local area are encour-
aged to seek inspiration 
from one or more of our historic craft items especially 
selected for this project and to create new works of craft 
inspired by the old. Participants are welcomed to find 
inspiration in even the smallest detail and to blur the lines 
between art and craft. The new works will be submitted to 
the Historical Society in May, reviewed by a jury, and may 
be included in our 2023 exhibition. The exhibition will 
display the new works alongside their historic inspirations 
and tell the stories of both the new and old items. To date, 
over 30 people have expressed interest in participating, 
and we can welcome many more. 

Little Compton Stories 
Each historic item selected for the project has a Little 
Compton story to tell. The handknit items on display were 
used by Benton Smith during World War I. Local farmers 
used the hand-forged ox bow pins to attach their oxen to 
Little Compton’s plows. The GWEN quilt was raffled  

off  to raise funds to stop 
the construction of  a 20th-
century communications 
tower. Each new work of  
craft will also tell a Little 
Compton story all its own. 
Perhaps the skills required 
to do the craft were passed 
down by an ancestor,  
perhaps its materials were 
locally sourced, or perhaps 
it represents a facet of  
the maker’s life in Little 
Compton.  
 

View the Inspirational Crafts 
To view the inspirational crafts, or learn more about the 
project, please contact Marjory O’Toole at lchistory@ 
littlecompton.org or 401-635-4035. Appointments to visit 
the crafts are available now through April 20, 2023, and 
repeat visits are welcome. For anyone unable to visit in 
person, the inspirational crafts are also available for viewing 
online at littlecompton.org/exhibits/inspired-craft/ 
 
Participation guidelines are on page 3. 
 

Start Your Inspired Craft This Winter 

Join Us! 
 
Inspired Craft Guidelines Page 3 
Hands-On Craft Workshops Pages 4 & 5 

   
   

  Lectures Page 5 
  History of the Sakonnet People Page 6 

This redware bowl is one of the historic craft items offered as inspiration. 
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Corporate Members 
Local businesses play an important role  
in the preservation and presentation of  
Little Compton’s history. Additional 
Corporate Members are always welcome. 
Please call 635-4035 or complete the 
membership form on page 7.  

SEASON SPONSORS 
Briggs Beach 
Cherry Arnold Real Estate 
Crescent Alarms 
Peckham’s Greenhouse 
Sakonnet Farm & Stays 
Sakonnet Tree, Inc. 
Wishing Stone Farm 

EVENT SPONSORS  
Arkins Construction, Inc. 
Compton Clambakes & Catering 
COTDesign 
Katharine H. Leary, CPA 
Sakonnet Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Sakonnet Point Club  
Small World Farm 
Treaty Rock Farm 
Valcourt Heating 

CORPORATE MEMBERS  
Able Engineering, Inc. 
Antique Stove Hospital, Inc. 
Amesbury Mowing, Inc. 
Cantin Photography 
Carolyn’s Sakonnet Vineyards 
Cotta & Associates 
Country and Coastal Properties, Inc. 
Dennis Talbot, Inc. 
Eastdesign 
Fall River Modern Printing, Inc. 
Fern Acres Funeral Home 
Gray’s Daily Grind 
Gray’s Grist Mill, Inc. 
Goulart Petroleum, Inc. 
Hope Alpaca Farm, LLC 
Howland Company 
Interstate Insurance & Finance Co. 
Lapointe Insurance Services, Inc. 
Law Office of Richard L. Humphrey 
Madden Electric Company 
Mataronas Lobster Company 
Old House Home Inspectors 
Partners Village Store, LLC 
Phil’s Propane 
Rego Earthworks, Inc. 
Sakonnet Energy, LLC 
Sakonnet Events, Inc. 
Sakonnet Lobster Co. 
Sayles Livingston Design 
Stephen’s Masonry, Inc. 
Wilbur’s General Store, Inc. 

President 
Jane Lorch 

Vice-President 
Steven Lubar 

Secretary 
Helen Richmond-Webb 

Treasurer 
Bart Brownell 
 
Directors 
Shelley Bowen 

Fred Bridge 

Juanita Goulart 

George Kilborn 

Richard Lisle 

Richard Menoche 

J. William Middendorf, II 

Carolyn J. Montgomery 

Christopher Rawson 

Maureen Rego 

Mike Steers 

Paul Suttell 

Caroline Wilkie Wordell 
 
Executive Director 
Marjory O’Toole 
 
Administrators 
Carol Scanlon 
Liz Carver 
 

Museum Educator 
Jenna Peterson-Magnuski 
 
Newsletter Designer 
Shelley Bowen 
 
Little Compton 
Historical Society & 
Wilbor House Museum 
548 West Main Road 
PO Box 577 
Little Compton, RI  02837 
(401) 635-4035 

lchistory@littlecompton.org 
www.littlecompton.org 
 

Hours  
 

January—May 

Self-Guided Exhibits,  
Museum Shop, & Business Office 

Tuesday-Friday, 10 AM-5 PM 

 

We strongly recommend calling to ensure  
the office will be open before your visit. 

 

Research & Private Tours 
By Appointment Only 

Antique Items with  
Little Compton Histories 

For possible inclusion in our permanent  
collection. The Collections Committee will 

review each item.  

Obituaries, Funeral and Memorial  
Service Programs, Copies of Eulogies 

Help us document the lives of our  
residents by sharing  

information about your loved ones with us. 

Family Histories, Photographs & Stories 
For our archives. Send them to  
lchistory@littlecompton.org. 

 

Check Your 
Label! 
Please check your 
address label on 
this newsletter. 
Are we writing 
your name(s) 
correctly?  
Is this your best 
address?   
If you have any 
corrections, please 
email them to 
admin@ 
littlecompton.org. 

 



Thank you Carol &  
Welcome Liz  
After six years of dedicated service our talented Administrator, Carol  
Scanlon, is leaving to pursue an exciting new opportunity at Blithewold.  
We wish Carol all the best and thank her for her many valuable contributions 
to the Historical Society. At the same time we warmly welcome Liz Carver  
as our new Administrator. Liz has recently moved to Little Compton after a 
teaching career, and we look forward to having her as part of the Historical 
Society team. 

Inspired Craft  
Juried Special Exhibition   
July – October 2023 
Participation Guidelines: 
 All varieties of handmade craft will be considered. Including but not limited to: 
 Glassblowing – Metalworking – Woodworking – Weaving – Knitting – Crochet – Stitchery –  Quilting –  
 Leatherworking – Rug Making – Jewelry Making – Basketry – Pottery – Toymaking – Toolmaking  
 Craft makers may find inspiration in one or more historic items and are encouraged to think creatively and to blur the 

lines between art and craft. 
 Works to be displayed indoors must meet our size guidelines:  

 The combined length and width of essentially flat items, like quilts or shawls, may not exceed 72 inches. 
 It may be possible to fold a larger item to fit the size guidelines. 
 The combined height, length, and width of three-dimensional items, like pots or furniture, may not exceed 

108 inches.    
 Works to be displayed outdoors are welcome and may be any size. 
 Craft makers may submit up to three items.   
 Participating makers may deliver their new works to the Historical Society during  

regular business hours or by appointment in May 2023. No crafts will be accepted  
after May 31. 

 Craft makers will submit a 150-word bio. 
 Craft makers will write a 150-word story for their piece that tells its unique Little 

Compton story. LCHS Executive Director Marjory O’Toole is available to assist you 
with your story. 

 Due to possible space limitations in the exhibit area, all submissions will be reviewed 
without the maker’s name by a three-person jury in early June.  

 It is our goal to accept as many works from as many makers, at varying levels of  
experience, as possible. 

 Accepted works will be displayed in the Inspired Craft exhibition from July to October 
2023. Any unaccepted works must be picked up by June 9.  

 Participating craftspeople may choose whether or not to offer their craft for sale and will determine the sales price.  
 If the item sells, the craft maker will receive 80% of the sales price, and the Historical Society will retain 20% 

of the sales price.  
 Sold items must remain in the exhibit until the close of the exhibition. 

 Craft makers with an item accepted into the exhibition will be our guests at the June 30, Exhibit Preview Party. 
 We are available to discuss your project to help ensure it fits the guidelines and/or to answer any questions you  

may have. 
 Contact Marjory O’Toole at lchistory@littlecompton.org or 401-635-4035.  
 These guidelines are also available at littlecompton.org/exhibits/inspired-craft/. 
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Carol Scanlon & Liz Carver 

Lantern, LCHS Collection 



Hands-On Craft Workshops 
Craftmakers and artisans are offering a series of small workshops with individualized instruction in 
anticipation of our Inspired Craft exhibition.  
 
Register at programs@littlecompton.org or 401-635-4035. 
 
One Day Weaving Adventures 
January 28 or February 4, 10 AM-4 PM 
RealFibers Studio with Suzi Ballenger 
215 Shady Lea Rd, North Kingstown 

LCHS members & non-members: $140 for instruction & materials 
Ages 17+, ages 13-17 if accompanied by an adult also taking the class 
Maximum 3 participants per date 

Create your own 18” x 28” Cheerful Kitchen Towel or Wild Rosepath Rug at Suzi Ballenger’s beautiful Shady 
Lea Studio in North Kingstown. Using colorful cotton yarns, you will learn to weave on a 4-shaft floor loom 
and go home with a finished piece! No experience necessary. 
 
Do You Want to Make a Snowman? - Dry Needle Felting for Beginners 
                                              

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ages 16+, ages 12-16 if accompanied by an adult also taking the class 
Maximum 15 participants per date 

Join Marjory O’Toole to learn the simple, and very stress relieving, craft of 
dry needle felting. If you can stab something, you can needle felt. You’ll  
receive a kit with everything to need to tackle your first project. During the 
two-hour workshop you will transform a fluff of wool fleece into a snowman 
and then take home your needles to continue the craft in the future.  

If you choose the online class, you must register by February 8 to ensure you have the materials in advance. You may choose 
mail delivery or pick-up at the Wilbor House when registering.  
 
Handsewn Patchwork Square  
March 7, 6-8 PM, Optional 2nd Class—March 14, 6-8 PM  
Wilbor House Museum 
548 West Main Road 

LCHS Members: $10 for materials, Non-members: $20 for instruction & materials 
Ages 18+, ages 13-17 if accompanied by an adult also taking the class 
Maximum 10 participants 

Learn to handsew a patchwork square using traditional methods. Experienced quilter Caroline Wilkie  
Wordell will provide participants with instructions in handsewing techniques and all the materials necessary 
to create a colorful patchwork square that could later be turned into a pillow. 

In-Person Class 
February 15, 6-8 PM  
Wilbor House Museum 
548 West Main Road 

LCHS Members: $10 for materials  
Non-members: $20 for instruction & materials 

Online Class 
February 16, 6-8 PM 
Zoom Link Provided After Registration 

LCHS Members: $10 for materials & $5 for shipping 
Non-members: $20 for instruction & materials, &  
$5 for shipping 

Cheerful Towels & Wild Rosepath Rug 
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Hands-On Craft Workshops, Continued 
 

Crochet Basics  
April 6, 6-8 PM  
Wilbor House Museum 
548 West Main Road 

LCHS Members: $10 for materials 
Non-members: $20 for instruction & materials 
Ages 10+ 
Maximum 12 participants 

Join talented crocheter Jeannie Davoll Flowers to learn the basics of crochet, including chain stitch, single  
crochet, and if time permits, double crochet. During the class you'll begin a scarf that uses a variety of stitches 
and techniques and will prepare you for future projects of your own. Each participant will receive a skein of yarn 
and a crochet hook that will be theirs to keep. Skilled crocheters are welcome to register as helpers at no charge. 
 

 

Lectures                  
Free & Open to the Public  
Visit littlecompton.org to pre-register for Zoom links to the lectures. 
 

History of the Sakonnet People 
Marjory O’Toole, Executive Director of LCHS 
Tuesday, March 21 at 7 PM 
Online Only 

As we begin two years of research into the history of the Sakonnet people, what  
do we know so far? Scholars, including local historians, have written about the  
Sakonnets for generations. New research often builds on their work, but sometimes 
challenges it. Join LCHS Executive Director Marjory O'Toole for a presentation 
on the history of the Sakonnets, as we know it today, and an overview of our plans 
to learn more in the coming years. See page 6 for more information about the  
Sakonnet History Project.    
 
 
Spies in Revolutionary Rhode Island 
Christian McBurney, Attorney & Independent Historian 
Tuesday, April 4 at 7 PM 
Little Compton Community Center or Online via Zoom 
Offered in Partnership with the Battle of Rhode Island Association 

Espionage played a vital role during the American Revolution in Rhode Island. 
The British and Americans each employed spies to discover the secrets, plans and 
positions of their enemy. Little Compton’s residents, beyond providing soldiers, 
worked as some of these spies —providing key information on the British  
occupation of Aquidneck Island just across the Sakonnet River. Author Christian 
M. McBurney unravels the world of spies and covert operations in Rhode Island 
during the Revolutionary War with a particular focus on Little Compton stories. 
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The Sakonnet History Project  
2023 to 2025 

 

A Request for Community Input 
 
Understanding and sharing the history of the Sakonnet People is a critical part of the Little Compton Historical 
Society’s mission. Many of us already know that Little Compton and Acoaxet, Massachusetts, are the traditional 
homelands of the Sakonnet people. Many of us are familiar with Awashonks and her role as a Sakonnet sachem, 
but the Sakonnets’ story is so much more. 

What do we know about Mamanuah, or Takamona, or Bette Howdee and the historic roles they played? 
Where are the places traditionally called Tion Sunk or Toothos, and what did people do there in the 17th century? 
Why were the Sakonnets negotiating with Rhode Island at the same time Plymouth was buying their land?  

There is so much more to learn. 

In 2025 on the 350th anniversary of King Philip’s War and the English settlement of Little Compton, the  
Historical Society will share a book and an exhibit entitled A History of the Sakonnet People. Between now and 
then, we are committed to thoroughly researching their history and trying to connect with living people with 
Sakonnet ancestry.  

We cannot do this alone. 

We are asking for the help of local tribal histo-
rians and scholars, and are currently working 
with Wôpanâak language speakers from the 
Wôpanâak Language Reclamation Project to 
better understand the Wôpanâak words found 
in our earliest deeds and documents. We are 
reviewing the work of academic historians  
who have made important strides in this area. 
We are conducting our own research, and we 
are asking for the help of community members.  

If you believe you have a document, an object, 
an image, or a story related to the Sakonnet 
people, past or present, please reach out to us. 
Our Executive Director, Marjory O’Toole  
will be happy to talk with you to review your 
materials and, with your permission, digitize 
them for the Historical Society’s use.  

Please contact Marjory at 401-635-4035 or 
lchistory@littlecompton.org if you have  
information or materials to share, and please 
join us on March 21 for Marjory’s presentation 
on the project and what we currently know of  
the Sakonnets’ history.  (See page 5.)  

 

 

 

The Pendant by Dora Atwater Millikin, 2010 
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Dear Neighbor, 
 
As you review the news and offerings in our winter newsletter, we ask that you please  
consider donating to our Annual Appeal.  
 
Looking back, we are grateful that 2022 felt like our first “normal” year in a long time.  
We were fully open to visitors and even expanded our hours. Our special events were no 
longer scaled back and were very well attended. We also felt it was safe to host our Historic 
House Tour, and it filled to capacity. Each gathering felt extra special because of the  
separations required by the last few years.    
 
Looking forward, our Board of Directors has taken the unprecedented step of planning  
our exhibitions four years into the future. This advance planning will help ensure we  
have the time and the resources necessary to present each exhibit in an engaging and pro-
fessional way. 
  

2023 – Inspired Craft invites contemporary craft makers to find inspiration in our  
collection and create new works of their own. 

2024 – Transportation will explore how people have found their way into and out  
of our little peninsula for the last 400 years. 

2025 – A History of the Sakonnet People will commemorate the 350th anniversary of  
King Philip’s War and the English settlement of Little Compton with a well-
researched history of the Sakonnet people, past and present. 

2026 – Little Compton in the Revolution will mark the 250th anniversary of the  
Revolutionary War and honor the service and sacrifices of Little Compton  
residents.  

 
We are excited to tackle these projects together as a community and know that we cannot 
succeed without your help. Your gift will help us continue to research, preserve, and, most 
importantly, share the history of our community.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jane Lorch  
Board President 

Annual Appeal 

548 West Main Road      P.O. Box 577      Little Compton, Rhode Island 02837      phone: 401-635-4035 
e-mail: lchistory@littlecompton.org      www.littlecompton.org 
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Craft Workshops Scheduled Through April—See Page 4 

Handcrafted scarecrow from Sydney Burleigh’s art studio 

Little Compton Historical Society 
Annual Appeal 

 

□ Annual Gift  _______________ 

□ My company will match my gift. Completed matching form enclosed. 

For information on donating securities or making planned gifts  
to the Historical Society call (401) 635-4035. 

Please make checks payable to: Little Compton Historical Society 

Name: ___________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

City: __________________  State: ____________   Zip: __________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Email address: ____________________________________________ 

Special seasonal mailing instructions and dates: 
_________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for your generous support! 
Your tax-deductible gift helps preserve the history  

and heritage of Little Compton for this and future generations. 

LCHS Membership 
□   Event Sponsor    $250 & up 

□   Program Sponsor $150 

□   Supporting   $100 

□  Corporate  $75 

□   Contributing  $50 

□   Family  $30 

□   Individual  $20 

□   My Company will match my 
membership or gift. Completed 
matching form enclosed. 

Please make checks payable to: 

Little Compton Historical Society 
PO Box 577, Little Compton, RI  02837 

Name: ___________________________ 

Address: _________________________ 

City: ____________________________ 

State: ____________   Zip: __________ 

Phone: ___________________________ 

Email: ___________________________ 


