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Changing Seasons
The change of seasons always brings a new focus and
new work to the Historical Society. Spring is crunch
time as we put the finishing touches on our special
exhibits and publications. Summer means the return of
visitors and special events. Fall is a time to tie up loose
ends, putting exhibits to bed and shifting our attention
to next year’s theme. Winter, surprisingly, is a very busy
time. Much of our winter work is focused on getting
ready for the summer: writing grants and grant reports,
researching the coming theme, working with
community members, and writing books and exhibit
panels in time for
our July opening.

Exhibit Open
this Winter
We wrapped up the
inaugural year of
Everyone Was a
Farmer with a townwide farm tour.
Thirteen farms and
hundreds of visitors
participated, making the event a major success. For the
first time in memory our new exhibit is not being taken
down. As a permanent exhibit, “Everyone Was a
Farmer” continues to welcome visitors this year and far
into the future. Though there is no heat in its building,
hearty visitors are welcome to tour the exhibit all winter
long whenever the historical society is open. We are also
happy to offer private tours of the Wilbor House with
advanced reservations during the winter months. Please
note that our winter hours vary because our staff may be
working off site. We always encourage you to call before
you plan your winter visit.

Historic Houses
Our theme for 2022 is historic houses. We are researching
a number of fascinating local historic houses to learn the
stories each house can tell about life in Little Compton.
We’ll write about these houses, publish a new book of
house histories, create a special exhibition, and invite the
public to tour the houses on Saturday, September 17, 2022.
(See page 6 for more on the Historic House Tour.) We are
also excited to include “Lost Houses” in the publication,
exhibition, and tour and will be using information and
artifacts from two recent public archaeology projects to
tell the stories of
the Manton Farm
in Pottersville and
the ChurchCollins-Nicholson
House on Meeting
House Lane. (See
page 3 for more on
these public
archaeology
projects.)

Staying Connected
Whatever your plans may be for the winter, we look
forward to staying connected to you through our virtual
offerings. (Please see page 5 for our winter lecture
series.) We also ask that if you have any information or
photographs related to the houses in the upcoming
exhibit you share them with us. We can scan your
images while you wait. No matter what our annual
project may be, it always benefits from the input of
community members.

Join Us!
Virtual Lecture Series
Historic House Tour
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Vice-President
Steven Lubar

Treasurer
Bart Brownell

Local businesses play an important role
in the preservation and presentation of
Little Compton’s history. Additional
Corporate Members are always welcome.
Please call 635-4035 or complete the
membership form on page 8.

Assistant Treasurer
George Kilborn
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Secretary
Helen Richmond Webb

Directors
Shelley Bowen
Fred Bridge
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Richard Menoche
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Antique Items with
Little Compton Histories
for possible inclusion in our permanent
collection. The Collections Committee
will review each item.

Obituaries, Funeral and Memorial
Service Programs, Copies of Eulogies
Help us document the lives of our
residents by sharing information
about your loved ones with us.

Women’s Histories, Farming Photographs or Stories, and Historic House
Photographs or Stories
For our website. Send them to
lchistory@littlecompton.org

Little Compton
Historical Society &
Wilbor House Museum
548 West Main Road
PO Box 577
Little Compton, RI 02837
(401) 635-4035
lchistory@littlecompton.org
www.littlecompton.org

Winter
Offerings
Private Wilbor
House Tours
Research &
Educational
Programs
Farm Exhibit,
Office &
Museum Shop
Tuesday-Friday
10am-4pm
Call to Confirm
Availability
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Docents Wanted
Summer 2022
Share your love of Little Compton history
with visitors to the Wilbor House Museum!
Docents deliver a scripted tour with
enthusiasm and accuracy. Throughout the
tour, docents engage visitors of all ages
and backgrounds in the inquiry of historical
places and objects, helping them to understand why we know what we know.
Successful candidates should expect to
work 1-2 shifts a week, Thursday-Sunday,
11 AM - 5 PM.
Starting wage $15/hr with paid training.

Briggs Beach
Cherry Arnold Real Estate
COTDesign
Enbridge, Inc.
Peckham’s Greenhouse
Sakonnet Farm & Stays
Sakonnet Tree, Inc.
Walker’s Roadside Stand
Wishing Stone Farm

EVENT SPONSORS
Arkins Construction, Inc.
Compton Clambakes & Catering
Katharine H. Leary, CPA
Lees Wine and Spirits
Sakonnet Plumbing & Heating
Sakonnet Point Club
Small World Farm
Treaty Rock Farm
Valcourt Heating

CORPORATE MEMBERS
Able Engineering Inc
Antique Stove Hospital, Inc.
Amesbury Mowing, Inc.
Cantin Photography
Carolyn’s Sakonnet Vineyards
Cotta & Associates
Country and Coastal Properties, Inc.
Dennis Talbot Inc
Fall River Modern Printing, Inc.
Fern Acres Funeral Home
Gray’s Daily Grind
Gray’s Grist Mill, Inc.
Hearthstone Home Inspections, Inc.
Hope Alpaca Farm LLC
Howland Company
Interstate Insurance & Finance Co
Lapointe Insurance Services Inc
Madden Electric Company
Mataronas Lobster Company
Mr. Charles R. Mackenzie, Genealogist
Partners Village Store LLC
Phil’s Propane
Rego Earthworks, Inc.
Sakonnet Events, Inc.
Sakonnet Lobster Co.
Sayles Livingston Design
Stephen’s Masonry, Inc.
Wilbur’s General Store, Inc.

Perfect Gifts for History Lovers
Our online shop at littlecompton.org features large selection of our local history books, puzzles, maps and gifts.
You can have the items shipped to you or arrange to pick them up at the Wilbor House Museum.

Pairing Public Archaeology
with Local History

In December, LCHS partnered with the Public Archaeology Lab of Pawtucket to complete an
archaeological survey of the Church-Collins-Nicholson cellar hole off Meeting House Lane. This was a
public project with over 20 adult volunteers and 23 eighth graders taking part. We uncovered hundreds of
artifacts that help explain life on the property over the course of hundreds, if not thousands, of years.
Look for a Zoom program in 2022 explaining our findings and comparing them to a similar survey of the
Manton Farm in Pottersville.
The Manton Farm Zoom can be viewed at https://youtu.be/7fzYvRSZxO8.
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Winter
Announcing the History Club
For Students
We invite students in
grades 5-8 to explore
Little Compton’s
history with us!
We’ll meet at the
Wilbor House
Museum on the first
and third Wednesday of the month, 3:45-5 PM,
starting on January 19. Some weeks, students will have
the chance to ask their own questions, do research, and
create content for our new “Students’ History of Little
Compton” website. On other weeks, we might make
colonial tea, craft in the Victorian style, or experiment
with the technological advances that improved the
quality of life here through the centuries.

Community Collecting for
Historic Houses
Saturday, January 15
12-5 PM
Do you have items related to the houses on our
historic house tour? Check the list on page 3 of this
newsletter and comb through your attic. Jenna will be
on hand at the Wilbor House to photograph items and
scan documents/pictures that will support our research. All digital copies will be added to the LCHS
online collection.

For Adults
A history club for adults will be offered the final Friday
of the month beginning January 28 from 3:45-5 PM
with content and activities selected by the participants.
Email programs@littlecompton.org to sign up.

The 1937 Legacy Circle
The Little Compton Historical Society’s 1937 Legacy
Circle honors the donors of bequests and endowment
gifts and encourages others to consider making
similar gifts.
Since 1955, donors have given $200,000 in bequests
and endowment gifts to the Historical Society. There
are currently 24 members of the Legacy Circle.
Anyone who has already included the LCHS in their
estate plan is encouraged to contact Executive Director
Marjory O’Toole at 401-635-4035 or
lchistory@littlecompton.org.
We can also provide you with more detailed
information about adding LCHS to your plan.
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The Mill House, LCHS Collection

Major Gifts Have a
Major Impact
A major gift from The Carter Fund at the Rhode
Island Foundation supports the Historical Society’s most pressing needs.
A major gift from the Acebes Family Charitable
Fund supports the Historical Society’s educational
offerings for children and adults.

We are Grateful for Their Support.

Programs
Virtual Lectures
Free & Open to the Public Online
Visit littlecompton.org for links to the lectures.
Pre-registration is encouraged.
All lectures begin at 7 PM.

A Tale of Two Portraits
Wednesday, January 19
Marjory O’Toole, LCHS Executive Director
This summer descendants of Little Compton’s Rev. Mase Shepard and
his wife Deborah Haskins Shepard donated two portraits they believed
to be the minister and his wife. But it wasn’t so. Join Marjory as she
leads us step-by-step through the discovery process that revealed the true
identity of the couple in the portraits and the lessons we learned about
the Shepard family.

Genealogy from Home: Making the Most of Online Sources
Tuesday, February 15
Marian Pierre-Louis, Online Education Producer at Legacy Family Tree Webinars
Now more than ever it’s important to take advantage of using online sources for genealogy
research. You’ll learn the best tips for making the most of your online research on a variety of
websites. Appropriate for all levels of family historians.

Rural New England Women: Coastal RI vs. Inland MA
Tuesday, March 15
Marla Miller, Distinguished Professor of History at the University of Massachusetts - Amherst
One might expect that Hadley, MA and Little Compton, RI were
very similar as rural farming communities in New England,
yet each community had its own nuances. Professor Marla Miller
has conducted extensive research on the role of women in
Hadley's history. She joins Everyone Was a Farmer co-curators
Professor Steven Lubar and Marjory O'Toole to discuss women's
roles and experiences in each community, and what evidence we
have to support those conclusions.

Sakonnet Vineyards: A Farm-Founding Story
Wednesday, April 13
Jim and Lolly Mitchell
In 1975, a vineyard was born and its first bottles sold in 1976. The Vineyard grew first
into a town institution and then into a regional attraction. How did it all come to be?
Hear first-hand from the founders, Jim and Lolly Mitchell, who sat down for an oral
history interview with LCHS Executive Director Marjory O’Toole. The film, edited
by Clarkshire Media, will premiere on YouTube this evening and will be available on
our YouTube channel indefinitely.
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HISTORIC HOUSE TOUR
September 17, 2022

Brownell Farm

Sea Bourne Mary House

Walk Through History

Properties Include:

Our popular historic house
tour is returning on Saturday,
September 17, 12-5 PM.
Advance tickets will be
available this spring.

 Dancing Oaks - Pequaw Honk - Special Brunch Option

Volunteers Needed
The House Tour requires over
100 volunteers.
If you would like to help, please
contact Marjory O’Toole at
lchistory@littlecompton.org.
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 Friends Meeting House - West Main Road
 Kempton Clark House - Warren’s Point
 Manton Property Archaeological Dig - Mullin Hill Road
 The Mill House - West Main Road
 Samuel Church Mansion - Adamsville
 Sea Bourne Mary House - South of

Commons

 Brownell Farm - West Main Road
 The Wilbor House Museum - West Main Road
 Wunnegin - West Main Road

Dear Neighbors,
Each year at this time we ask our supporters, like you, to reflect on the Historical Society’s
recent accomplishments and to share in our excitement for the future. Without you, as
program participants, local history enthusiasts, volunteers, and generous supporters, we
simply could not do our work.
This past year was nothing less than pivotal for the Society. We created our first permanent
exhibit in over 40 years. We made improvements to our historic buildings ensuring greater
safety and accessibility for all. We welcomed the public back, both in person and virtually, as
we navigated new phases of this challenging global pandemic. We are also especially proud
to have worked with the Little Compton Agricultural Conservancy Trust to ensure that the
Benjamin Franklin Wilbour Farm, a property we would have inherited in approximately
40 years, will be permanently preserved for agricultural use. Since we transferred our right
of inheritance to the Ag Trust, we now have a sizable endowment, just as Benjamin Franklin
Wilbour directed in his will over 50 years ago.
Looking forward, our new “Everyone Was a Farmer” exhibit and our newly expanded
endowment will each have a permanent positive impact, in that we will welcome more visitors
and start each year knowing that a portion of our budget will be covered. For the remainder
of our needs, we turn to you, and others like you, for the financial support that enables us to
continue researching, sharing, and preserving our local history. Please help us by donating
to our annual appeal today.
In 2022 we look forward to focusing on Little Compton’s fascinating historic houses. We will
publish a new book of house histories and will host a Historic House Tour on September 17.
We are eagerly planning a full slate of both in-person and virtual events and programs, and
we hope you will participate in many of them.
We thank you for your interest in the Historical Society, and hope we can count on your
support in 2022.

Sincerely,
Jane Lorch
President, Board of Directors

Donate online at littlecompton.org or the response form on page 8.
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Little Compton Historical Society
Annual Appeal

LCHS Membership
□

Event Sponsor

$250 & up

□

Program Sponsor

$150

□

Supporting

$100

□

Corporate

$75

□

Contributing

$50

□

Family

$30

For information on donating securities or making planned gifts
to the Historical Society call (401) 635-4035.

□

Individual

$20

Please make checks payable to: Little Compton Historical Society

□
□

Annual Gift _______________
My company will match my gift. Completed matching form enclosed.

□ My Company will match my
membership or gift. Completed
matching form enclosed.

Name: ___________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:

City: __________________ State: ____________ Zip: __________

Little Compton Historical Society
PO Box 577, Little Compton, RI 02837

Phone: __________________ Summer Phone: _________________

Name: ___________________________
Address: _________________________
City: ____________________________
State: ____________ Zip: __________
Phone: ___________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

Email address: ____________________________________________
Special seasonal mailing instructions and dates:
_________________________________________________________
Thank you for your generous support!
Your tax-deductible gift helps preserve the history
and heritage of Little Compton for this and future generations.

Email: ___________________________

Tour the Kempton-Clark House
at Warren’s Point during the Historic House Tour
September 17, 2022.
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