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The Big Barn Project! 

A New Permanent Exhibition 
For the first time in over 40 years the Little Compton 
Historical Society is working on a new permanent exhibit, 
and we are eager share our plans with you. Our exhibit 
committee is completely 
reimagining the space within our 
19th-century dairy barn to create a 
2,300 sq. ft. exhibition exploring 
farming in Little Compton from 
the time of the Sakonnet People to 
the present day.   

The exhibit will use the most 
interesting objects in our agri-
cultural collection, primary source 
research, historic images, and 
oral histories to share the story of  
local farming along with other 
occupations, like weaving and 
fishing, that helped Little 
Compton’s farming families 
make ends meet.  

A highlight of  the exhibit  
will be two short films featuring 
dozens of historic images from our collection and a 
number of interviews with contemporary Little 
Compton farmers. 

We Need Your Help! 
As with so many of our projects, community input is 
the key to success. If  you have photographs, movies, 
video, or documents related to local farming past and 
present, please consider donating them, lending them 
for digitization, or sending us digital copies. If  you have 
farming objects you would be willing to donate, please 

let us know. Our collections committee will consider 
each item. The exhibit will include all types of  farming 
as well as textile production, basket weaving, dairying, 
ice harvesting, fishing, and early trades including 

shoemaking, blacksmithing, and 
carpentry.  

Learn More 
To learn more about the project 
and the ways community 
members can take part, please 
register for a Zoom talk with 
Executive Director Marjory 
O’Toole on February 9 at 7 pm.  
See details on page 3.  

Share Your Stories 
Marjory will also be facilitating 
several community conversations 
via Zoom to gather information 
about local farming past and 
present. Space is limited to allow 
all participants an opportunity to 
speak. If  you would like to take 

part, registration information can be found on page 3. 
You can also volunteer for an oral history interview by 
calling 401-635-4035 or emailing lchistory@ 
littlecompton.org.  

Grand Opening 
We will be unveiling the exhibit on Fourth of  July 
Weekend both in-person, according to the COVID19 
precautions in place at the time, and with a virtual tour 
of the exhibition. Follow us on social media and make 
sure we have your email address to ensure you receive 
updates this winter and spring. 

Erin Wells Design 
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Offerings 
 

Private  
Wilbor House  

Tours 
 

Women’s History 
Special Exhibition  

 
Research  & 

Educational Programs 
 

Office  &  
Museum Shop  

 
All by appointment.  

401-635-4035 

Corporate Members 
Local businesses play an important role  
in the preservation and presentation of  
Little Compton’s history. Additional 
Corporate Members are always welcome. 
Please call 635-4035 or complete the 
membership form on page 8. 

SEASON SPONSORS 
Briggs Beach 
Sakonnet Farm & Stays 
Serena’s Studio 

EVENT SPONSORS  
Compton Clambakes & Catering 
Katharine H. Leary, CPA 
Lees Wine and Spirts  
Sakonnet Plumbing & Heating 
Sakonnet Point Club  
Valcourt Heating 
 

CORPORATE MEMBERS 
Able Engineering 
Amesbury Mowing 
Arkins Construction 
Cherry Arnold 
Cantin Photography 
Carolyn’s Sakonnet Vineyards 
COTDesign 
John M. Cotta, CPA 
Country & Coastal Properties 
Donald J. Dufour, DDS 
Eastdesign Company II 
Fall River Modern Printing 
Fern Acres Funeral Home 
Gray’s Daily Grind 
Gray’s Grist Mill 
Hearthstone Home Inspections  
Hope Alpaca Farm 
Howland Company 
Interstate Insurance & Finance 
Roger King Fine Arts 
Lapointe Insurance 
Madden Electric Company 
Mataronas Lobster Co., Inc. 
Partners Village Store 
Phil’s Propane 
Rego Earthworks, Inc. 
Richard Sisson, Jr. Lawn & Garden 
Sakonnet Events 
Sakonnet Lobster Company 
Sayles Livingston Design 
The Sparks Company 
Stephen’s Masonry Inc. 
Walker’s Roadside Stand 
Waring-Sullivan Home of Memorial Tribute 
Wilbur’s General Store 
Wishingstone Farm 

President 
Jane Lorch 

Vice-President 

Steven Lubar 

Secretary 
Dora Millikin 

Treasurer 
Bart Brownell 

Assistant Treasurer 
George Kilborn 
 
Directors 
Shelley Bowen 

Fred Bridge 

Randy Byers 

Juanita Goulart 

Richard Lisle 

Richard Menoche 

J. William Middendorf, II 

Carolyn J. Montgomery 

Christopher Rawson 

Maureen Rego 

Mike Steers 

Paul Suttell 

Helen Richmond Webb 

Caroline Wilkie Wordell 
 
Managing Director 
Marjory O’Toole 
 
Administrator 
Carol Scanlon 
 

Museum Educator 
Jenna Peterson-Magnuski 
 
Newsletter Designer 
Shelley Bowen 
 
Little Compton 
Historical Society  & 
Wilbor House Museum 
548 West Main Road 
PO Box 577 
Little Compton, RI  02837 
(401) 635-4035 

lchistory@littlecompton.org 
www.littlecompton.org 
 

Antique Items with  
Little Compton Histories 

For possible inclusion in our permanent  
collection. The Collections Committee will 

review each item.  

Obituaries, Funeral and Memorial  
Service Programs, Copies of Eulogies 

Help us document the lives of our  
residents by sharing  

information about your loved ones with us. 

Women’s Histories 

For our website. Send them to  
lchistory@littlecompton.org 

Farming Photographs & Stories 

Send them to lchistory@littlecompton.org 

 

We are planning a  

Historic House Tour 
for  
September 2022 
 
If  you own or know of a home that would 
make a great addition to the tour, please  
contact us at 401-635-4035 or lchistory@ 
littlecompton.org. 



 

Introducing The Big Barn Project 
Tuesday, February 9 at 7 PM 
Via Zoom 
Marjory O’Toole, LCHS Executive Director 
Find the link at littlecompton.org 
Free and open to the public.  

Hear about the Historical Society’s first permanent exhibition 
project in over 40 years. Executive Director Marjory O’Toole 
will share our plans for a major permanent exhibition on 
farming from the time of the Sakonnet People to the present 
day. See before and after photos of our 19th-century dairy 
barn as we reimagine it from an underappreciated storage 
building and create a vibrant new museum space. Learn how 
you and other community members can help by sharing 
farming photos, stories, and artifacts with us.   

Community Conversations 
Free. Registration Required. 
These Zoom programs will be facilitated by Executive  
Director Marjory O’Toole. The conversations will recorded, 
archived, and used to shape our new farming exhibition.  
Participation is limited to 12 people to ensure that everyone 
has the opportunity to speak. We will schedule additional 
sessions if  necessary. Please register by calling 401-635-4035 
or emailing lchistory@littlecompton.org, and we will send 
you the Zoom link.  

Farming Memories 
Thursday, February 18 at 1 PM or 7 PM 
Whether you were/are a farmer or just a kid who hung out at 
the neighborhood farm, we invite you to share your memories 
of farming in Little Compton and the stories you’ve heard 
from the town’s “old timers.”  

Farming Today 
Wednesday, February 17 at 7 PM 
Tuesday, February 23 at 7 PM 
If you are farming in Little Compton today—anything from 
oysters to artichokes—we would like to hear about your 
work. Tell us about your successes, your challenges, and your 
plans for the future.  

Let’s Talk About Barns 
Tuesday, February 16 at 7 PM 
Little Compton loves its barns. We invite you to talk about 
your favorite barn past or present.  

Photo by Jane Gavin 
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Beyond Salem 1692: Witchcraft in the Seventeenth-Century 
Wednesday, February 3 
Dr. Charlotte Carrington-Farmer, Associate Professor of History at Roger Williams University 

Between 1450 and 1750, at least 100,000 individuals, mostly women, were accused of witchcraft 
in Europe and North America. Of these, roughly half  met their demise at the stake or in the 
noose. The lecture will address how and why magic and witchcraft made sense to early modern 
people and what it meant when someone was accused of making a pact with the Devil. By setting 
the Salem trials of  1692 in context, the lecture will consider the nature of  witch-hunts more 
broadly and the social, religious, judicial, and political causes.  

“There’s nothing of  their house but the ruined foundation” 
History and Archaeology at the Manton Farm Property 
Holly Herbster, Senior Archaeologist and Principal Investigator  
at The Public Archaeology Laboratory 
Wednesday, March 3 

The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc. (PAL) teamed with LCHS and community volunteers to 
document the history of  the Manton Farm on Mullin Hill Road. Henry Manton was a Black man 
who came to Little Compton as a boy in the 1860s; his wife Ida Johnson’s African American and 
Native American family was from Dartmouth. At numerous times during three generations of 
ownership, the Manton family was the only family of  color in Little Compton. Join PAL Senior 
Archaeologist Holly Herbster and LCHS’s Executive Director Marjory O’Toole as they share the 
history of the Manton Family and the results of  the 2019 archaeological investigations.  

Evangeline Wilbour Blashfield 
A Life Remembered: Scholar, Author, Activist, Muse  
P. Scott Brown, Ph.D, Associate Professor of Medieval Art History  
at the University of North Florida 
Tuesday, March 16 

Little Compton summer resident Evangeline Wilbour Blashfield had a fascinating family, includ-
ing her famous/infamous father, the Boss Tweed crony and Egyptologist; her mother, the well-
known suffragist; and her husband, Edwin, the celebrated painter. But Evangeline herself  has been 
nearly forgotten, though artists and intellectuals on two continents remembered her on her death 
in 1918 as “the most learned woman” alive.  It is all the more ironic that she has been forgotten, since she was a pioneer of 
women’s history, whose most important work was misappropriated by another, now-famous woman. Evangeline Wilbour Blash-
field is well worth remembering for her brilliant writing on women and art and for her profound influence on her husband’s art 
and on the ideals of public beauty and aesthetic access in America.  

The Rhode to Suffrage:  
The Expansion of  Voting Rights in Rhode Island 
Jenna Peterson-Magnuski, LCHS Museum Educator 
Tuesday, April 6 

Each state in the new United States established its own rules for who could vote. When people sought 
the right to vote, some tried to change state laws and constitutions and others looked for national 
changes. Rhode Island initially allowed only freeholders (men owning a significant amount of land) 
and their eldest sons to vote. The trip to today’s voting rights was anything but straightforward. Museum Educator Jenna Peterson-
Magnuski will share the histories of key figures, including Little Compton residents, and events along that journey. 

Virtual Lectures                  
Free & Open to the Public on Zoom 
Visit littlecompton.org for links to the lectures. 
Pre-registration is required. 
All lectures begin at 7 PM. 
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Explore our Website  
littlecompton.org 
 
We are constantly adding valuable  
historical resources to our website and  
encourage you to visit it regularly. 
 
Some highlights:  
 The Women’s History Project 
 Two-Minute-Tours 
 Recordings of Past Programs  
 The Online Collection Database 
 Virtual Landscape Tours 
 The Historic Gravestone Index 
 The Index of Enslaved & Indentured People 
 PDFs of  our out-of-print publications 
 Scanned Diaries & Scrapbooks 

 

Resources for Educators 
littlecompton.org 
 
We continue to expand our website offerings for educators. In the last few 
months we’ve added both primary documents and out-of-print secondary 
sources to enrich your lesson plans with local history. 

Primary Sources: 
 Benjamin Franklin Wilbour’s Scrapbooks of Little Compton’s history 

from its English settlement through the 1950s. 
 Sarah Soule Wilbour’s Diaries, including her work on women’s rights 

and suffrage, 1881-1891 

Secondary Sources: 
 Notes on Little Compton, a book of  Little Compton history compiled by 

Benjamin Franklin Wilbour and edited by Carlton Brownell 
 All of  the outdoor panels from the past summer’s Little Compton 

Women’s History Exhibit  
 An index of historic people of color in Little Compton 
 
For additional resources or to schedule a virtual classroom visit,  
contact Museum Educator Jenna Magnuski at 401-635-4035 
or programs@littlecompton.org. 

The Little Compton Historical Society’s Educational Programs are  
generously supported by the Acebes Family Charitable Fund. 

A page from the B.F. Wilbour Scrapbook recently added to the website. 

A map included in Benjamin Franklin Wilbour’s 
scrapbook that includes locations of family homes 
circa 1850 
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The Little Compton Women’s History Project  
Continues in 2021 and Beyond 

The indoor exhibit will reopen to the public in June of  2021.  

It can be visited now by appointment. 

Our online collection of women’s histories is available at littlecompton.org.  

It continues to grow as community members submit new histories to  
lchistory@littlecompton.org. 

Our outdoor exhibition panels are available as a traveling exhibit. 

The 1937 Legacy Circle 
The Little Compton Historical Society’s 
1937 Legacy Circle honors the donors of 
bequests and endowment gifts and encourages  
others to consider making similar gifts. 

Since 1955, donors have given $200,000  
in bequests and endowment gifts to the  
Historical Society. There are currently  
24 members of the Legacy Circle. 

Anyone who has already included the LCHS 
in their estate plan is encouraged to contact 
Executive Director Marjory O’Toole at 
401-635-4035 or lchistory@littlecompton.org. 
We can also provide you with more detailed 
information about adding LCHS to your  
estate plan. 

Major Gifts Have 
a Major Impact 

A major gift from the Carter Family Funds 
supports the Historical Society’s most  
pressing needs. 

A major gift from the Acebes Family  
Charitable Fund supports the Historical  
Society’s educational offerings for children  
and adults. 

We are Grateful 
for Their Support. 
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Online Shop 
We’ve opened an online shop at littlecompton.org and invite you to browse our 
large selection of local history books, puzzles and gifts. You can have the items 
shipped to you or arrange to pick them up at the Wilbor House Museum. 

Share Your  
Stories! 

You make Little Compton  
history every day. Share your  
stories with us, and we’ll add  
them to our archive.  

Currently, we’re especially inter-
ested in farm histories, but we  
welcome any local history stories. 
Add your story using the form on 
our website at: 

littlecompton.org/support/ 
share-your-stories/ 

If you’re interested in helping  
someone else submit their story,  
go to littlecompton.org/blog  
for a recent post on conducting  
oral histories.  

Nina Young, LCHS Collection 
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Archaeology at the Manton Farm 

Membership 
With Benefits from  

Coast to Coast 
Join or Renew Today! 

LCHS participates in the  

Time Travelers  
reciprocal membership program. 

Your Historical Society membership card provides you with 
FREE or Discounted Admission to 250 historic sites  

all across the country!   

For a complete list of participating sites log onto  
timetravelers.mohistory.org 
or call LCHS at 635-4035. 

As always you’ll enjoy local membership benefits including  
free admission to the Wilbor House and our special exhibitions,  
invitations to special events and advance registration for our most  
popular programs. Most importantly, your membership gift helps  

preserve Little Compton’s rich history for generations. 

 

LCHS Membership 
□   Event Sponsor    $250 & up 

□   Program Sponsor $150 

□   Supporting   $100 

□  Corporate  $75 

□   Contributing  $50 

□   Family  $30 

□   Individual  $20 

□   My Company will match my 
membership or gift. Completed  
matching form enclosed. 

Please make checks payable to: 

Little Compton Historical Society 
PO Box 577, Little Compton, RI  02837 

Name: ___________________________ 

Address: _________________________ 

City: ____________________________ 

State: ____________   Zip: __________ 

Phone: ___________________________ 

Email: ___________________________ 


