
January 1, 1885 
Thursday 
The new year opens 
with fog and mud 
the frost which the 
cold got into the ground 
is all out - The work 
for the new year is 
begun Philly has lighted 
the lamps in his in= 
=cubator and put in 
five hundred and 
twenty eight eggs - 
Mary French is getting 
ready to go to Boston 
to stay with her Aunts 
the rest of the winter 

1885 
January 4 Sunday 
a sad event has 
awakened the sympathies 
of the whole neighbour 
=hood. The only child 
of our neighbour 
David Wilbour died 
this afternoon, she had 
been slightly unwell 
for a few days, but was 
apparently better; 
ate at the table with 
her Father & Mother 
yesterday, she was 
the centre of their 
hopes, they spared 
nothing with in their 
reach for her comfort 
or pleasure or education 
she will be buried 
in our little cemetery 

1885 
January 5 Monday 
Bought a fleece of wool 
went down to my 
home and washed 
it, George Seabury 
helped me Isaac went . 
to Providence for coffin 
&c The funeral will 
be tomorrow 
many children in the 
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neighbour ard down 
with the measles 
Willie is just breaking 
out 

Saturday 10 Jany 1885 
a very blustering day 
Willie had recovered 
from measles - 
Philly brought 
a lady from Brooklyn 
to visit us, a widow 
with one child - 
her parents live in 
Brooklyn, her husband 
was a Starbrick from 
Nantucket 

January 14 1885 
a very pleasant day, 
Mary French left for 
Boston this morning 
my visit to my friends 
is delayed by not being 
able to see GF. Taylor 
to arrange about the 
intended improve= 
ments 
Paid Isaac a hundred 
dollars for the southeast 
lots in the new burying 
ground which gives 
him and Edwin all 
the wall lots across the 
east end 

Tuesday Jany 20, 1885 
Cold but pleasant 
Isaac & Amelia have 
gone to a wedding, 
near Charles Howlands 
a daughter of Alfred 
Clark to Amos Peckham 
a letter from Edwin 
last night reports 
them at Mobile 
Zoe had an ill turn 
on the way from 
Washington - 
my bills are paid 
for last year and 
I have something 
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left to help pay for the 
intended improve= 
=ments next spring 
my wood for next 
summer is being 
carted to the house 
it will cost me six 
dollars a cord in 
the logs - Mrs Starbuck 
Philip's intended is 
here on a visit - 
there I have put that 
down once before 

Saturday Jany 24, 1885 
we have had a very 
cold snap, yesterday 
it moderated, last night 
it snowed, today it rains 
a cold drizzly north 
=easter, Philly went 
to Boston with Mrs 
Starbuck on her way 
to her home, he came 
back yesterday his chickens 
are hatching, he has 
fifteen hundred eggs 
set, letters from Edwin 
Dora & Mr Blashfield 
this week, also Emily 
my friends wish me 
to put on paper what 
I can collect of the 
History of the Wilbours 
I do not feel equal to 
the task, but I will try 
to leave some items 
that will help some 
younger and more 
capable person, yesterday 
I looked over the Colonial 
records of R.I. and found 
some material 

Tuesday January 27 1885 
David Wilbour carried 
me to Westport stopped 
at Albert C. Kirbys  
Thursday 29 went to his 
brother Franks 
Saturday 31st went to Fall - 
River in the stage 
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Collected my October and 
December dividends at the Savings 
banks also my January 
dividends at the stock bank, 
and find I have about 
three hundred dollars 
toward my this years 
expences I also went to 
New Bedford saw Emily 
and Isaac W. Brownell 

Thursday February 12, 1885 
Returned Albert brought 
me home, found letter 
from Edwin they are 
still at Mobile - the 
last news from the south 
says they are having very 
cold weather I am 
sorry I am afraid Zoe 
will fail of getting the 
benefit we hoped for 

Tuesday February 25, 1885 
we have had very 
sunny weather for a 
number of days but steady 
cold. Amelia goes to Boston 
today, Philly came home 
from Brooklyn, Charles 
Howland with him 
I walked down to 
Andrew Seaburys got 
my keys went to the 
house all right there 
a letter from Edwin 
they are in New Orleans 
very cold there, snow 
40 miles north of them 

wednesday Feby 27 
a snow storm in the 
morning cleared at 
noon Dora came from 
Boston on a visit the 
weather moderates - 
a girl from N.Y. at Otis 
Browns is buried today 
The attempt to get up a 
revival has failed - 
David & Abbie have a 
little girl from Boston 
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to take the place of 
minnie 

Saturday Feby 28, 1885 
very pleasant for the 
last three days, I have 
a cold, many elderly 
people are having 
pneumonia I hope to 
escape. no news from 
any folks since the 
13th of this month 

March 1 Got letters 
from Lottie and 
Edwin, they are sadly 
dissapointed in their 
Southern trip, the 
weather has been 
cold with abundance 
of rain, so different 
from what they exp 
=ected I am afraid 
the dear child will 
come back sick and 
dissappointed ready 
to give up 

wednesday March 4, 1885 
Today a Democrat 
walks into the White 
House at Washington 
inagurated President 
of the United States 
The sun shines and every 
thing in Nature moves 
on as usual - May we 
hope no moral or fina= 
=ncial earthquake will 
follow as a consequence 
of this days doings - 
It is humiliating to 
see a man of Grover 
Clevelands character 
and small abilities 
elevated to the Presidential 
chair, but saddest of 
all the existance of a 
a debased standard 
of morals that would 
make such a thing 
Possible  
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Have renewed my 
insurance policy 

Friday March 6 1885 
Got a letter from Sarah 
Carr, and answered 
it, very spring like 
weather. My cold is 
bad, cough a goodeal 
at night. My old 
friend Albert Cory 
is buried today on 
the Common 

March 9 Monday 
Commenced work 
on the old house 
by working in the 
attic my cold is 
better I went down 
and saw things 
started shall go as 
often as I can - Got 
letters from Edwin 
and Zoe and Emily 
Willie Brownell has 
gone to Philadelphia 
to work on a news 
papers Lucia's children 
have had diptheria 
and lived 

Thursday March 12 1885 
Got a letter from Edwin 
Zoe is trying Homeopathy 
the weather has improved 
and she is more comfort= 
=able - The roof of the house 
was raised yesterday 
the weather is cold 4 
above zero 

March 15th, 1885 
My first thought 
on waking this morn= 
=ing. It is Edwins birth 
day, 52 years old today 
He had studied much 
and worked hard 
until! he was 40 years 
old, then circumstances 
beyond his control put 

77 



him out of business & 
he took up his studys 
with all the earnestness 
which characterised 
his youth, he has seen 
a great deal of men & 

things in many 
countries - 

Monday March 23, 1885 
It has been very cold 
for some days, the 
work at the house 
is much hindered 
by the unusually 
cold weather yesterday 
Edward Peckham & 
wife dined here, they 
were married the 19th 
and keep house where 
Uncle Peter Burgess 
lived at the head of 
Taylors lane, today 
Isaac & Amelia go to 
the City to buy things 
to set Philly up to 
housekeeping they are 
to have three rooms on 
the west end second 
floor, and all come to 
the same table at present 
The Brown Homestead 
is sold to a man from 
abroad Taft, Charles W. 
Howland wants to sell 
his farm, I am sorry to 
see the old Homes go 
out to the Name. 

Friday March 27, 1885 
milder weather 
went to my house 
to see how things went 
on, home to dinner - 
In the afternoon Isaac 
took me to see my old 
friend Hannah Snell 
we were mutually 
glad to see each other 
The last date from 
Edwin was March 
7th. I am getting anxious, 

78 



March 31st, a letter from 
Edwin says they are now 
back to Mobile going 
toward Florida hoping 
to find some balmy air for 
Zoe to breathe - 
The work of preparing 
for Philly's bride goes 
on - 

Wednesday April 1st 1885 
Our annual town 
meeting warm and 
mud deep, Charles 
Howland carried 
me to my house yester= 
=day the work goes on 
slowly, I wish I could 
stay there, but it dont 
seem prudent, wrote 
to Edwin yesterday 
April 5 Easter morn 
The mud is deep no 
going to Church today 
The last of my school 
mates who went with 
me to "Old Peaked Top" in 
1810 (where Elizabeth Briggs 
scolded & threatened us 
with all sorts of punishments) 
died yesterday 79 years old 
she was the second wife 
of Nathaniel Church, 
her sister Sara was 
his first wife, their father 
Gray Wood was our near 
neighbor. Philly has 
gone to Brooklyn to 
see his lady Love 

Monday April 6, 1885 
Isaac had a telegram 
from Edwin dated 
Mobile April 4th which 
said "Break the news 
gently to Grandmother, 
we leave here tomorrow 
that was all, Zoe was 
evidently sinking when 
her father wrote the 26th 
march, he wrote care= 
=fully so as not to alarm 
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us, I dont think they 
thought the end was so 
near, we look anxiou= 
ly for further news 

Wednesday April 8, 
Today Edwin came with 
the remains of our darling 
she passed away on 
Saturday the 4th at 10 am. 
she had failed gradually 
ever since she left here 
the first of November, she 
was beloved by all that 
knew her and few have 
have been so sincerely 
mourned, To us her memory is 
very precious - 

Friday April 10, 1885 
Edwin is still with 
us, the family in N.Y. 
Lottie and Dora were 
too much worn with 
what they had passed 
thro to come farther, 
we laid our dear one 
in the little cemetery 
near her Grandpa 
only a few of her nearest 
friends were present 
The flora offerings were 
buried with her, 
The only inscription 
was "Rest in Peace" 

April 17 Edwin has left 
for New York, he has done 
much toward arrange 
=ing about the improve= 
=ments at the old home, 
I shall leave the finish 
=ing to his Wife, she will 
need all she can have 
to divert her thoughts 
from the sad memory 
that will come up 
do what we will. 
The weather is very dry 

Saturday April 25, 1885 
My Father's birthday 
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born April 25, 1765 
all of the generation 
he belonged to are dead 
of my Grandfathers 
Grandchildren only my 
two Cousins Charles 
W. and Stephen R. 
Howland are living, 
and our children 
are grey headed or 
passed to the other World, 
and our grandchildren 
are leaving us to join 
the hosts of those gone 
before - 

Thursday April 30, 1885 
It is pleasant to day 
yesterday was a north 
east storm we have 
two rains which were 
very much needed - 
The old house is being 
plastered I have been 
down today three 
mason's two tender's 
as many carpenters! 
when will it be fit to 
live in? a letter from 
Lottie she suffers very 
much from sleeplessness 
all thro the night 
thinking of what might 
have been done or left 
undone, to have saved 
her darling - 
Would I could help 
her, Time alone can 
dull the sharpness of 
the pain, the sore place 
will always remain 

Saturday May 2, 1885 
we had a cold north 
easterly storm yesterday 
and last night, now 
it looks as if it might 
break up very unfavor 
=able for drying the new 
plastering. Things are 
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going on here hurriedly 
preparing for the wedding 
Dora is expected today. 
If there was any quiet 
place I could slip 
into for a month to 
come near my house 
I would be out of the 
way. My ideas are so 
far behind this fast age 
that I am a nuisance 
even in my own home 
I must bide my time 
every day brings it nearer 
when my Dust shall 
mingle with that of 
loved ones gone before, 
and my spirit share 
with theirs in what ever 
the future World has in 
store for mortals - 

Wednesday May 6, 1885 
Cloudy & cool 
Yesterday Amelia and 
Phillip and Willie left 
for Brooklyn, Tonight 
at seven o'clock the union 
of Philip H Wilbour and 
Grace F Starbuck is made 
legal, Isaac and I did 
not feel equal to encoun 
=ter the fatigue of the 
journey he has had a 
hard cold for sometime 
not over it yet. I have 
all the care I can carry 
looking after work at 
my home, A letter from 
Edwin says Lottie was 
in bed - I pray she may 
be spared to us - one 
after another of my 
nearest & dearest have 
passed from me untill 
I feel so stripped I 
implore the ' 
In [?] Archer' to stay his hand 

Saturday May 9, 1885 
we have been having 
a nine days northeast 
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storm, not raining all 
time but the wind 
holding there and 
raining occasionally 
This is my 82nd birth= 
=day - I can say no 
more of myself than 
I have said in days 
past - This year of 
1885 will be remember 
=ed by all my family 
myself included as 
the saddest we have 
seen, our darling, the 
pet of our household, 
the loved of all who 
knew her, has passed 
from mortal sight, 
I can sincerly adopt 
the language of David 
"would to God I had 
died for thee"  

Wednesday May 20, 1885 
Philip & his wife 
have come home 
they made a short 
trip to Salem where 
her father Ripley 
Ropes was born 
Grace was a widow 
with a daughter 14 
years old. The work 
on my house goes 
slowly, I get almost 
impatient, so much 
stopping to talk - 
and so many things 
not thought of in the 
commencement, 
If I was young as 
I was once I could 
push things some, 
now I have to wait 
as patiently as I 
can 

' 
" 
; r 
' 

. . , 

' Monday May 25, 1885 
A foggy morning the 
weather continues cold 
and every thing backward 
a letter from Lottie says 
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she is suffering almost 
to prostration from greif, 
would I could help her! 
Mr Blashfield has had 
boils about his face 
very troublesome - 
Things go on here lively 
as ever, Philip & Grace 
are settled in their 
rooms very prettily, 
she had a great many 
tokens of regard from 
her friends; some useful 
some ornamental - 
he had many also - 
my old friend Susan 
Burlingame is very 
sick, 

Monday June 1, 1885 
Foggy and Chilly. 
Edwin has been 
here several days, 
hastening things on 
I hope to get some 
things settled this 
week, but there is 
much to do, 
vegetation moves 
slowly the apple 
trees are just in full 
bloom 

Sunday June 14 1885 
we still are having 
cool weather, but my 
peas are blooming 
and the grass grows, 
I have been very busy 
the past week trying to 
gett things straitened 
have not got rid of the 
carpenters yet, Edwin 
and family are getting 
in a hurry to come 
I hope to be somewhat 
Settled in a week 
Emily is at Adamsville 
waiting for a call - 
Mrs Ropes is here for 
a visit 
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Saturday July 4, 1885 
I came home to stay 
two weeks ago, have 
been very busy since 
Edwin and his family 
arrived the 25th bag 
and baggage, a 
general moving out 
and moving has 
been going on, now 
the most of the rooms 
are pretty well 
settled, Emily came 
on the 24th, there has 
been so much going 
on it has not been 
so pleasant her, 
all are pleasant with 
the addition and 
improvements, but 
a shadow is over all, 
Zoe is not here to 
enjoy it with us, 

Thursday July 23, 1885 
The weather for the 
first two weeks has 
been very warm & 
dry, water grows 
scarce, strangers 
are coming in for 
board a letter from 
Emily says they are 
settled at Sheldon 
Ned & Linnie returned 
from their visit to 
Boston. Dora Patten 
has a daughter born 
the 10th I have paid 
the Mason's painters 
and many small 
bills altogether a 
pretty big bill 

Wednesday July 3, 1885 
Edwin and I 
Started for Vermont 
got there Thursday 
night Emily at the 
station to meet 
us, 
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Saturday 1885 
Sheldon August 1 
But few of the old 
friends are here that 
were last year, Mr & 
Mrs Blanchard are 
as good as ever, they 
came here the 5th of 
June with their son 
he planted a great 
many flowers seeds 
and the lawn is 
beautifully dotted with 
flowers, I was not 
very well when I 
left home but my 
people urged me to 
came here, Emily & 
Isaac take the best of 
care of me 

Sheldon 
Monday August 3 1885 
Edwin leaves for home 
today, I am feeling 
better, all things 
go well here, about 
50 boarders more 
coming 

Saturday 1885 
Sheldon August 22nd 
Our family has incre= 
=ased to near 70, with 
excursions and drives 
and music & games 
the young people keep 
things going quite 
lively we old ones 
sit in our rooms, 
and read mythology 
and talk over old 
times, Isaac has had 
rheumatism, one day 
it forgot to come, and 
he has been comfortable 
and thankful since 
Mrs Blanchard is 
very feeble, it makes 
me sad, she is such 
a dear good woman 
I should not like to 
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come here and not 
find her 

Sheldon 1885 
Saturday August 29 
A telegram from Edwin 
to meet him in Boston 
Monday night, the 
season has been short 
people come late and 
go early, dividends 
come in short, we 
have to measure our 
expenses accordingly 
I have had a good 
time with Isaac & 
Emily, he is now 
70 years old and 
evidently on the 
down hill road, 
Emily watches over 
him with great 
solicitude, they 
are all that is living 
of my sister Hannahs 
ten children, and it 
would be very lonely 
for her, if he should 
go first 

Tuesday September 1st 1885 
Got home today, I took 
the cars at Sheldon 
yesterday at 1/2 past 9 
Isaac & Emily came 
with me to St Albans 
where I got on the express 
train for Boston, 
Edwin met me, we 
stopped at the Adams 
House all night, took 
the old Colony train in 
the morning, George 
met us at Tiverton and 
so my summer has 
ended, whether I 
live to see another 
time will tell 

1885 
Wednesday Sept 16 
Edwin with his 
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family left here last 
wednesday for New York 
today they sail for 
Europe I should be 
lonely indeed if 
Aunt Harriet was 
not with me, as it 
is I get along very 
well, we are busy, 
after having so many 
in the house and 
so much going on 
there is a goodeal 
of clearing up and 
cleaning up to be 
done to put the house 
in order to leave 
The summer boarders 
are gone, and the 
neighbourhood is 
very quiet, Grace is 
gone to Brooklyn on 
a visit 

September 29, 1885 
A letter from Linnie 
says "A cable dispatch 
announces the arrival 
of the Normandie in 
Havre on the 24th 
I await a letter very 
anxiously, Lottie was 
so much broken down 
I fear, the voyage was 
very hard for her - 
A letter from Mrs 

Furley 1885 
Sunday October 4. 
A letter from Linnie 
Tells me Neds aunt 
Harriet died Friday 
morning the 2nd, His 
Grandmother died 
a few weeks ago in 
the same house - 
I begin to be in 
a hurry to close up 
here, hope to have some 
papering done this week 
Aunt Harriet is with 
me. 
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Wednesday Oct 7, 1885 
My dear ones sailed 
from N.Y. three weeks 
ago today no letter 
from them yet, I 
cant help feeling 
anxious but there 
is nothing to do, but 
wait - The man 
is papering the rear 
hall, aunt Harriet 
had gone to the old 
ladies party at 
Mr Goodyear's - 
It is blowing up cool 
we have not had 
frost yet, but if the 
wind goes down 
we may tonight 
we had a much 
needed rain yester 
=day 

1885 
Wednesday October 14 
we had a heavy rain 
and much wind 
yesterday, the apples 
are mostly blown 
off, they are unusally 
plenty this year 
a letter from Edwin 
tells me they were 
in sight of London 
the other side the 24th 
had a favourible passing 
Lottie was quite sick 
three days 
aunt Harriet and 
I purpose to close up 
tomorro, it seems sad 

Saturday Oct 17, 1885 
a lovely pleasant 
day Dora leaves 
for housekeeping, 
Amelia is in Boston 
she and Mr Patten 
will be there to meet 
her, her Father goes 
with her, she seems 
well and her baby 
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is quiet, I see noth= 
ing to hinder her 
getting on well 

Wednesday 21 Oct 1885 
I have been down and 
finished the papering 
except the back entry 
up stairs, and some 
bordering,, I hope to 
finish all up soon 
I never had such a 
feeling of insecurity 
about leaving my 
things before, and 
brought many things 
with me 

Thursday Oct 22, 1885 
Yesterday was Victors 
birthday 23 years old. 
he is a noble specimen 
of humanity physically 
The impediment in 
his speech which has 
followed him from 
childhood had preven= 
=ted his improving 
the opportunitys 
he has had to a great 
extent. His native 
talent is not developed 
as was his Father's 
at that age. letters 
from Edwin & Lottie 
tell me they are- once 
more settled in 
their Paris Home, 
But the sad memo= 
=ries that crowd upon 
them are very hard 
to bear 

Thursday Oct. 29, 1885 
we have had very fine 
weather for ten days  
The building gets on 
well - Emily has 
returned to New= 
Bedford where I hope 
to see her soon - 
I have pickled a few 
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Pears, and preserved 
a few Quinces for 
next summer's use 

1885 
Sunday November 1 
Last night was the 
coldest we have had 
Ice made half an inch 
thick, another letter 
from Emily says she 
is going to Philadelphia 
next week, I go tomorrow 
to meet her in Westport 
Now we are broken 
up, I feel as if I had 
very little to live for, 
every one is hurrying 
on in modern ways 
of living & thinking 
I am too old to make 
any effort to keep 
up in the struggle 
Can only bide the 
time of my release 
as patiently as 
possible 

Sunday November 8 1885 
went to Westport 
last Thursday in the 
stage, to New Bedford 
wednesday, Albert 
carried me, Emily 
came back with us, 
she went back in 
the stage friday 
morning will leave 
for Philadelphia 
monday the 9th, I 
I came home last 
night, Amelia came 
the night before. The 
building gets on well 
the weather favourable. 

Tuesday Nov 10, 1885 
Got a letter from 
Edwin I fear from 
the tone of it that Lottie 
dont improve much 
I feel as if I sustained 
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a personal loss in the 
death of P.C. Howland 
of the Merchants Bank 
of NewBedford  
why are such useful 
men cut down in 
the prime of life 
only 55 years old 
when hundreds of 
worthless vagabonds 
cumber the Earth? 
Somebody may know 
I dont 

Wednesday Nov 18, 1885 
The pleasant wether 
continues, I have been 
down to my house - 
and nearly finished 
the preparation for 
winter, a letter from 
Lottie indicates that 
she is rather inprov= 
ing, Edwin starts for 
Egypt very soon, They 
have a melancholy 
pleasure in keeping 
every thing in Zoe's 
room just as she left 
it, her portrait in a 
frame of silver tinted 
with rose buds and 
apple blossoms is hung 
in it - got a letter from 
Emily she arrived 
safely I have answered 
today and rode down 
to Warrens point with 
Isaac 

Tuesday November 24 1885 
It is a dreary north 
=easter Philip & Grace 
have left for Brooklyn 
he will do the work 
in Providence his father 
usualy does, Isaac is 
not well. He and I 
have looked over 
our accounts and 
settled up to Oct 16 

9 2 



I have his receipt 
for a hundred and 
seventy five dollars 
which belongs to 
Edwin one hundred 
he left with me and 
seventy five he gave 
me at Sheldon 

Sunday Nov 29, 1885 
Vice President died 
very suddenly last 
Wednesday a republican 
will take his place as 
president of the Senate 
today has been very 
pleasant Philip came 
home last night, got 
a letter from Emily 
wrote one to Lottie 

1885 
Sunday December 13th 
A letter from Edwin 
Nov 20 say, I am 
almost a cripple 
from sciatica in 
back and limbs, 
bit it was not 
severe enough to 
damp his ardor for 
books, he had just 
ordered a 190 volums 
from a sale 
of the Library of 
Lepsius the great 
Egyptologist, How 
many he will get 
remains to be seen, 
with the exception 
of one night and 
day our December 
has been mild for 
winter Isaac has 
been quite unwell 
now better, colds and 
bilious attacks are 
prevalent 

Tuesday Dec 15, 1885 
Isaac is better has 
gone to Providence today 
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I have written to 
J.0. Austin who is 
getting up a genealogical 
Dictionary of old families 
in Rhode Island 
a comfortable day 
for winter 

Thursday Dec 24, 1885 
a letter from Lottie 
says Edwin is on his 
way to Egypt via Germany 
was in Leipzig from 
there to Vienna - 
the winter in 
Paris has been very 
bad for him rain, rain 
he looks to a dry place 
for relief 

Sunday Dec 26, 1885 
Christmas has come and 
gone, the Churches have 
been trimmed the trees 
set up and loaded with 
presents for young & old - 
at this house many gifts 
were sent & many received 
I was kindly remembered 
by Amelia and Grace and 
Willie. I gave Willie some 
some windows for his 
hen houses and shall 
have something for them 
it comes from Providence 
any gifts have been in 
money where it was needed 
my Cousin MJ. Brownell 
who is struggling for a bare 
living in Boston Mary 
Burlingame who is sick 
confined to her bed for the 
last 30 years and great 
sufferer, a friend in 
N.¥. who is working for 
her daily bread, a dear 
good woman. 5$ each 
and twice that for others. 

Thursday 
December 31 st 1885 
This day closes up 
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my diary for 1885 
It has been a busy year 
we have done much 
to enlarge & improve 
the Old Home I hope 
if I live another year 
to have less care and 
anxiety - It lo0ks 
very pretty about 
there, now But there 
is something to mar 
the enjoyment of all 
Earthly things, Zoe 
our darling, the Pet 
of the Household 
is gone from our 
sight we can only 
visit the spot where 
we laid the precious 
Dust and bear in mind 
that soon we shall 
bear her company 
I have about closed 
up my accounts paid 
my debts, am ready to 
to say good bye 1885 

December 31, 1885 
Have paid up nearly 
all of my bills may be 
$2.0 behind and have 
$.90 in cash and $180 - 
uncollected dividends 
in Citizens Five Cents 
and Union Savings Banks 
Fall River 
Settled in full 
with Isaac up to 

October 16 1885 
when I commences 
boarding with him 
for the fourth time 
and paid 77 $ 50 cts 

settled with Isaac 
up to January 1 
1886 paid him 
$33 dollars 
Little Compton 
Dec 31, 1885 

95 



This 21st day of May 1886 
It has occured to me 
that it would be a 
good thing to put on 
paper an account of 
the origens of the Eliz= 
=abeth Pabodies monu= 
=ment -. When the 
centennial celebration 
of the transfer of Little 
Compton & Tiverton &c 
from Massachusetts to 
Rhode Island was held 
on Tiverton Heights, there 
were very interesting 
allusions to the first 
settlers of those towns 
From childhood I 
had known the story 
of the Pilgrims especially 
John Alden and Pricilla 
Mullins and been inter= 
=ested in their descen= 
=dants and the fact 
that my Husband 
was a direct descendant 
increased that interest. 
I had long known the 
spot where Elizabeth 
was buried and knew 
the stone was small & , 
and already so sunken 
in the ground as to be 
difficult to find I said 
to myself The descendants 
of Elizabeth Pabodie; the 
first white female child 
born in Plymouth and 
one of the first settlers in our 
then wilderness town shall 
not ask "where is her 
grave and echo only 
answer effort to have 
an enduring monument 
mark the "spot"  
I failed in awakening 
much interest in the 
matter at the time, & 
then my health compelled 
me to give it up - 
Later under more favor= 
able circumstances I 
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renewed the effort, some 
of her great Grandsons respon 
=ded nobly to my call for 
aid, and the beautiful 
shaft in the old ground 
on the common will 
long remain an 
evidence of their regard 
for the memory of so 
worthy an ancestor 

Names of the 
Donors 

Henry Coe of Boston 
Georges. Coe of New York 
Cylus Davenport New 
Bedford 
Charles W. Howland of 
Little Compton 
Diana Coe Wood of 
Fall River 
Theodore D. Wood 
of Fall River 
Elizabeth B Wood of 
New Bedford 
Sarah & Caroline 
Seabury New Bedford 
J. Irving & Erastus Bailey 
of Little Compton 
Harriet Butler of 
Little Compton 
Albert & Amelia Wilbor 
Benjamin F. Wilbour 
of Little Compton 

Isaac C. Wilbour 
made the Contract 
with the stone cutter 
carried the old stone 
to Providence and 
arranged for its 
insertion in the new 
one and attended to 
all the business 
matters for his part, 
and George S. Burleigh 
composed the beautiful 
verse inscribed on it 
when all was done 
we lacked 25 dollars 
which I gladly paid 
as my contribution 
toward it - 

97 



This 21st day of May 1886 
It has occured to me 
that it would be a 
good thing to put on 
paper an account of 
the origens of the Eliz= 
=abeth Pabodies monu= 
=ment -. When the 
centennial celebration 
of the transfer of Little 
Compton & Tiverton &c 
from Massachusetts to 
Rhode Island was held 
on Tiverton Heights, there 
were very interesting 
allusions to the first 
settlers of those towns 
From childhood I 
had known the story 
of the Pilgrims especially 
John Alden and Pricilla 
Mullins and been inter= 
=ested in their descen= 
=dants and the fact 
that my Husband 
was a direct descendant 
increased that interest. 
I had long known the 
spot where Elizabeth 
was buried and knew 
the stone was small & , 
and already so sunken 
in the ground as to be 
difficult to find I said 
to myself The descendants 
of Elizabeth Pabodie; the 
first white female child 
born in Plymouth and 
one of the first settlers in our 
then wilderness town shall 
not ask "where is her 
grave and echo only 
answer effort to have 
an enduring monument 
mark the "spot"  
I failed in awakening 
much interest in the 
matter at the time, & 
then my health compelled 
me to give it up - 
Later under more favor= 
able circumstances I 

96 



renewed the effort, some 
of her great Grandsons respon 
=ded nobly to my call for 
aid, and the beautiful 
shaft in the old ground 
on the common will 
long remain an 
evidence of their regard 
for the memory of so 
worthy an ancestor 

Names of the 
Donors 

Henry Coe of Boston 
George S. Coe of New York 
Cylus Davenport New 
Bedford 
Charles W. Howland of 
Little Compton 
Diana Coe Wood of 
Fall River 
Theodore D. Wood 
of Fall River 
Elizabeth B Wood of 
New Bedford 
Sarah & Caroline 
Seabury New Bedford 
J. Irving & Erastus Bailey 
of Little Compton 
Harriet Butler of 
Little Compton 
Albert & Amelia Wilbor 
Benjamin F. Wilbour 
of Little Compton 

Isaac C. Wilbour 
made the Contract 
with the stone cutter 
carried the old stone 
to Providence and 
arranged for its 
insertion in the new 
one and attended to 
all the business 
matters for his part, 
and George S. Burleigh 
composed the beautiful 
verse inscribed on it 
when all was done 
we lacked 25 dollars 
which I gladly paid 
as my contribution 
toward it - 

97 



on looking over my 
diary I find that some 
of what I have put 
down here is but a 
repetition of what I 
wrote there, but never 
mind I like to dwell 
on the subject it has 
afforded me much 

Satisfaction. - 
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Fri. Jan 1, 1886 

The new year comes 
in with bright 
sunshine out doors 
and happy faces 
in the house, The 
shadow which has 
so darkened the 
past year is slowly 
lifting, we have tryd 
hard to school oursels 
too hear the inevitable 
with patient hope, I 
trust with a degree 
of success, may those 
I have left come 
back to me with 
renewed health & 
courage. old age 
is slowly but surely 
doing its work, my 
eyes grow more dim 
my hand more tremu 
=lous and soon will 
cease to hold the pen 

Wed. Jan. 6, 1886 
I am quite sure I shall 
not be able to continue 
my diary as in years past 
an entry now & then may 
be interesting 
a very mild day 
Kate & Flow called 
I wrote to Lizzie Wood 
a letter from Edwin 
he was in Vienna 
to see a Doctor for his 
deafness from there 
to Cairo to start 
up the Nile 
He has been to 
Leipzig to look 
over Lepsius's 
Lybrary which was 
being sold there 
and he bought 
many books 

Thurs. Jan. 7, 1886 
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Wrote to Lottie 
walked down to Kate s 

Fri., Jan. 8, 1886 
Cold but pleasant 
Isaac & Amelia 
have started for 
Boston to visit 
Dora Copied 
William Taylor's 
family record for 
Lizzie a Tompkins 
a great Grandaughter 
when the horse 
Isaac drove to Bristol 
Ferry was taken from 
the stable there to drive 
home, she was sick 
they led home and 
all they could for her 
but she died very 
soon, she was a good 
gentle animal we 
all felt very sorry 
Isaac will miss her 
she has carried him 
so many miles safely 

Sat. Jan. 9, 1886 
Today the terrific 
storm which has been 
raging in the west com= 
=mencing in the Rocky 
mountains reached us 
It is the worst storm 
I have known for years 
The wind blows a 
hurricane 

Sun. Jan. 10, 1886 
The storm has 
subsided some, 
but still cold and 
rough The keepers 
of the light House 
have had a perilous 
time, the waves 
dashed all over them 
the wind tore off 
their door the water 
rushed in and put 
out their fire 
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Mon. Jan. 11, 1886 
Cold and cloudy 
The news from 
along the coast is 
appalling, so many 
ship wrecks and 
such loss of life, has 
not happened for 
many years. there 
is not a great deal 
of snow here, but at 
the west in some 
places drifts are 
15 feet deep, cars 
are stuck fast for 
hours, people and 
cattel suffer from 
cold and hunger 
Charles Howland 
called his daughter 
Lydia does not get 
any better confined 
to her bed. 

Tues. Jan. 12, 1886 
Ther. Zero 
The coldest day yet 
The sunshines but 
the air from the 
north stings. David 
and Walter started 
for Bristol ferry at 6 
am. I was afraid 
the eggs would 
freeze on the way 

Wed. Jan. 13, 1886 
Ther. Zero 
Continues cold 
Isaac came home 
last night, I was 
glad to see him, he 
has not fully recoverd 
I feel anxious 
about him, these 
long cold rides are 
trying. From all 
parts of the country 
we hear of terrible 
suffering on account 
of the cold. I have not 
known it so severe 
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since 1857 

Thurs. Jan 14, 1886 
Ther. 2 above 
a trifle warmer 
Isaac has been in 
the house most 
of the day quite 
unusual for him - 
We have been look= 
=ing up reminisences 
of the war of 1812 - 15 
to put into my notes 
Edwin wanted me 
to leave 

Fri. Jan 15, 1886 
Very Pleasant but cold 
Isaac has gone to Providence 
I am ransacking my 
memory for something 
interesting to note down 
in my book, I do not 
hear from Emily 
It is her birthday sixty 
four years old 

Mon. Jan. 18, 1886 
Grows warmer 
There was much 
ice in the bay yesterday 
which detained the 
boat and Isaac was 
home. Charles Howland 
made us a visit, 
he has a most vexa= 
=tious law suit on 
hand it bids fair 
to draw its slow 
length a long like 
a case in Chancery 

Tues. Jan. 19, 1886 
Foggy and chilly 
I rode up to call on 
my old friend Mrs 
Borden she looked 
better than when I saw her 
last, hear that Mrs 
Arethus Briggs is 
failing, consumption 
is doing its work 
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slowly but surely 

Wed. Jan 20, 1886 
Good winter wea 
=ther, Albert Tomp= 
=kins wife is dead 
my neighbour Rosetta 
Pearce is at the Hospi= 
=tal in Boston, has 
had a tumor taken 
out of the cavity of the 
abdomen which 
weighed 48 pounds 
wrote to Lottie 
Had a letter from 
Amelia and Linnie 
Isaac and I rode 
to the common 

Thurs. Jan. 21, 1886 
Cloudy thawing 
wrote to Amelia 
and Linnie, got a 
letter from Emily 
she is back to Mrs 
Swains 

Fri. Jan. 22, 1886 
Rainy getting mudly 
Isaac has gone 
to Providence 
It is quiet today 
I must write 
Isaac goes to 
Boston tonight 

Sat. Jan 23, 1886 
Cleared of cold 
I did not write yes 
terday but went 
out to get a pattern 
for my new wrapper 
to day I have got it 
cut & basted, hope 
to get it made soon 
Oh! it is such a 
bother when you 
cant do your things 
yourself - 
I am going to make 
an effort to hear from 
my nephews in the 
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west 

Sun. Jan 24, 1886 
wrote to my 
nephews William 
Philip and Squire 
Humphrey, if 
they are living I 
think I shall get 
some return 

Mon. Jan. 25, 1886 
Snowing Isaac and 
I rode out called on 
Isaac B Richmond 
now about 87 years 
old also on Thomas 
Briggs, his wife 
Arethusa died yes= 
=terday morning 

Tues. Jan 26, 1886 
Cloudy in the morning 
Cleared of very mild 
and pleasant 
Isaac will have a 
good time to come 
home to night 
Got a letter from 
Edwin last night 
I suppose he has 
arrived at Philea 
by this time he was 
to leave Cario the 
ninth of this month 
The company all 
French except 
himself 

Wed. Jan 27, 1886 
The funeral of 
Mrs Briggs was 
held today Isaac rode 
up I with him to 
Charles Wilbours 
to see about my 
dress 

Thurs. Jan 28, 1886 
We are putting our 
house in order for 
company, Expect 
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Lizzie Ropes tomor= 
=row, and Amelia 
is to meet Isaac & 
come home 

Fri. Jan. 29, 1886 
Muddy & chilly 
but Isaac went 
to Providence and 
brought Amelia 
home Lizzie came 
my head and eyes 
have troubled me 
a goodeal lately 
the increased noise 
bustle about the 
house bothers me - 

Sat. Jan. 30, 1886 
we have not had 
a pleasant day 
this week, snow & 
rain drizzle & fog 
The chicken trade 
goes a head of all 
incubators brooders 
and chicken houses 
are being multiplied 
already the peep of 
young chickens 
is heard all over 
the neighbourhood 
Charles Howland 
came, staid most 
of the day 

Sun. Jan. 31, 1886 
It snowed last 
night this on top 
of the mud made 
very hard wheeling 
I went to Mrs Bordens 
when the folks went 
to meeting, Judith 
Wilbour Sisson who 
has long been suffer= 
=ing from cancer is 
at last released, the 
funeral is Tuesday 

Mon. Feb. 1, 1886 
Rather pleasant 
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busyed myself 
writing some slips 
I have failed so 
much I dont think 
I shall be able to 
accomplish what 
is expected of me 
all my efforts 
amount to so little 
Got a letter from 
my Nephew Wm 
Humphrey, his 
health has failed 
he is living a Black 
Creek, Holmes County 
Ohio Have got some 
old records of the 
Congregational Church 

Tues. Feb 2, 1886 
Cold morning 
Have been writing an 
account of the first 
meeting houses 
The Friends built 
theirs in 1700, the 
Congregationalists 
in 1724 - The Meth= 
=odists first in 1825 

Wed. Feb. 3, 1886 
Ther. 2 
very icy chill 
in the air Isaac 
and I rode out 

Thurs. Feb. 4, 1886 
below 2 
Ther. 4 
last night we 
had another snow 
fall, the wind blew 
fearfully storms 
all over the country 
never so much 
snow at the South 
at the north 30 
degrees below zero, 
great suffering 
both man & beast 
many frozen to 
Death 
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wrote to Lottie 
and Wm Humphrey 

Fri. Feb. 5, 1886 
Ther. 6 below 
The coldest yet 
The heavy wind 
drifted the snow 
it impedes travel 
but the stages go 
about here, 
much ice in 
the river, the 
usual trip to 
Providence was 
given up - 
The school house 
was not opened 
There has not been 
such cold and 
so much suffering 
as there is at pres= 
=ent all over the 
country in a great 
many years - my 
Father in law told 
me of a winter when 
for forty days in sue= 
=cession the snow did 
not melt on his shoes 
when he went fodder to the cattle, 

Sat. Feb. 6, 1886 
Ther 2 
The sunshine very 
bright it is warmer 
let us be Thankful 

Sun. Feb. 7, 1886 
Snowed last night 
but did not blow, so 
we can go out, 
warmer, David took 
me to Hannah Snells 
we had a real old 
fashioned talk. 
She gave me a book 
that was Aunt Mary 
Reccollections of 
the Pilgrims, 
I left it in my hurry 
of departure. 
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every body has some 
trouble real or imag 
=inary, I dont think 
they are so happy 
as when they had very 
little, now they have 
thousands in bank 
a goodly farm & 2 
comfortable houses 
with out building 
sufficient 

Mon. Feb. 8, 1886 
I made a mistake 
it was this day 
I went to Hannahs 
the story is the same 
much warmer 
snow melts fast 
Got a letter from 
Emily 

Tues. Feb. 9, 1886 
Isaac started for 
Providence I dent 
know how he will 
get there there is 
so much ice in the 
river and harbors 
I walked to Andrew 
Seaburys, George 
went up and got 
Polly and we rode 
round to Hannahs 
and got my book 
got the mail, 
The steamboat 
Amelia's sister 
was coming in 
has arrived in 
New York we shall 
soon hear from 
her 

Wed. Feb. 10, 1886 
a real Chilly 
snow fog, the kind 
of weather to take 
cold, I got the worst 
cold I ever had 
coming from Fall River 
in such a day once 
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I must be careful 
I have no Charles 
or Sarah to take care 
of me now 

Thurs. Feb. 11, 1886 
Looks like a storm 
thawing 
rain commenced 
in the afternoon 

Fri. Feb. 12, 1886 
Rained hard most 
of the night 
continued today 
washed away roads 
bridges and rail 
road travel much 
impeded very thick 
fog bothered the 
steamboats, the 
mud so deep as to 
make very heavy 
wheeling 
Philips chickens 
are dying by dozens 

sat. Feb. 13, 1886 
Thick fog 
Isaac came home 
last night been to 
Brooklyn and N.Y. 
saw Lizzie Wood 
Lydia Beebee is still 
very feeble, went 
to Mr Blashfields 
he & Linnie sail for 
Paris the 7th of April 
Amelia's sister comes 
to Providence today, 
after five years 
abscence her home 
is near London 
England - 
Isaac is about 
used up - I have 
finished my stock 
=ings and must 
begin something 
else to keep me 
busy 
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sun. Feb. 14, 1886 
The sun shines this 
morning 
we have sad 
accounts of disasters 
by the flood 
The Old Colony 
Railroad Co, say 
they never had 
such an experience 
their road was 
never so torn to 
pieces before 
Isaac feels some 
better, my eyes 
are dimmer than 
ever, I know I 
had ought to be 
thankful that I 
see as well as I do 

Mon. Feb. 15, 1886 
a northeast wind 
threatens a storm 
Grace was poorly 
we got Kate to stay 
the night but there 
did not any thing 
come of it 

Tues. Feb. 16, 1886 
From all parts of 
New England we 
hear of the ravages 
caused by the 
storm, Taunton 
suffered severely 
Got a letter from 
Lottie, wrote to 
Emily, spent the 
day with Lydia 
Simmons an old 
friend, her husband 
died not long ago 
was buried in our 
little Cemetery 

Wed. Feb. 17, 1886 
Still pursuing 
try to get my 
dresses done 
this week 
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Thurs. Feb. 18, 1886 
Went to see Mary 
Burlingame, she 
suffers very much 
with little hope of 
relief, her mother is 
feeble, her Father 
decrepid with 
small means - 
The future looks 
dark to her, I dont 
wonder, we need 
strong faith, to keep 
us cheerful & hopeful 
under such circum= 
=stances - Amelia 
has gone to meet her 
sister Anna who 
is in Providence 
There was a heavy 
white frost last 
night, looks like 
rain this afternoon 

Fri. Feb. 19, 1886 
I believe I am losing 
my ability to do 
the right thing in 
the right time 
It was this day 
Amelia went 
to Providence 
it rained was 
very muddy & 
some part of the 
way dark when 
they came home 
they had a hard 
time for man 
& beast 

Sat. Feb. 20, 1886 
This day attended 
the funeral of Mrs 
Deborah Brownell 
she was a Taylor 
a near neighbour 
of mine when I 
was a child a 
dear good [?] 
woman lived to 
be 90 years old 
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and saw the fourth 
generation of her 
descendants, which 
is a rare thing 
Linnie sent me 
her Fathers letters 
also a good letter 
from herself 

Sun. Feb. 21, 1886 
Tis a cheerless day 
nobody goes to church 
Mrs Tompkins and 
her son called 

Mon. Feb. 22, 1886 
Pleasant 
I called on William 
and Deborah Wilbour 
Cousin Charles Howland 
came and took me 
home said he was 
going to New York 
tomorrow night. 
Isaac went to Provi= 
=dence, Amelia's sister 
will not come here 
at present, expects 
to come over in Aug= 
=ust and bring her 
children make a 
longer visit 

Tues. Feb. 23, 1886 
Snowed in the 
morning 
Amelia went to 
Grandmothers to 
spend the day, 
Mr Bunday brought 
Isaac down from 
the ferry. I got a 
letter from Edwin 
dated Luxor Jany 
29 Our Cousin Philo 
Adams Wilbour is 
there, he is a grand 
son of my uncle 
Charles my fathers 
youngest brother 
he sent two papers 
with a peice of old 
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"fine linen" such 
as they had in 
the days of Moses, 
and some hair 
curiously wound 
on very small sticks 

Wed. Feb. 24, 1886 
Rode to the Common 
paid my contribu 
=tion to the Church 
called on Mrs Borden 
went to see about my 
waist which Lizzie 
is making for me 
Clara Simmons 
brought home the 
skirt, Mary Burlin 
=game had made me 
a bonnet cap, Amelia 
has made me a 
flannel Sacque to 
wear in my room 
cold mornings & 
my camels hair dress 
is heavy, but will 
be warm to ride in 

Thurs. Feb. 25, 1886 
Snowed in the 
morning rained 
in the afternoon 

Fri. Feb. 26, 1886 
Isaac had to face 
a terrific storm 
this morning, the 
going to Providence 
is imperitive, 
at night he came 
more comfortable 

.the wind being at 
his back, Grand 
pa French came 
with him 

Sat. Feb. 27, 1886 
a very rough cold 
day, the wind 
blows almost a 
hurricane 
I did hope to get 
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started for my 
visit by this time 
got another batch 
of Edwin's letters 
finished my 
sewing, dont 
intend to begin 
any more untill 
my eyes are stronger 

Sun. Feb. 28, 1886 
The wind blew 
hard all night 
Old February has 
whisked her tail 
with a vengeane 
we are not sorry 
to bid her good bye 
hoping march 
will bring us better 
weather, there is 
much I intended 
to do this winter 
that is not done 
hope some of it will 
be accomplished 
before June 

Mon. March 1, 1886 
Ther. 8 above Ze 
Little abatement 
of wind or cold 
we keep comfortable 
but hundreds who 
have been drenched 
by the flood are 
suffering yesterday 
it was too boistereous 
to go visit, Isaac & 
I looked over the 
Hymn Book and 
compared the 
various author's 
It brought to mind 
the days when 
Charles and I 
sat together and 
repeated the 
Poetry learned in 
our youth as 
"Days of my youth 
Oh whither fled 
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Friends of my youth 
Oh! whither gone 

Tues. March 2, 1886 
Ther. 6 above Zero 
no abatement of 
wind, from all 
parts of the country 
we have news of 
heavy storms snow 
drifts ten feet high 
trains stuck fast 
and much suffering 
The ice has filled 
the Cove at seacconet 
out as far as the 
Light House 

Wed. March 3, 1886 
a comfortable day 
Isaac carried me 
to Tiverton, to visit 
my dear friend 
Sarah Carr, she lived 
with me 13 years 
and no unpleasant 
or disrespectful word 
ever passed between 
us, she is as kind 
and thoughtful 
of me as any daug= 
=hter could be 

Thurs. March 4, 1886 
The weather is 
very favourable 
for out door work 

Fri. March 5, 1886 
Pleasant 
much teaming 
hurrying things 
to market, before 
a general thaw 
up 

Sat. March 6, 1886 
Cloudy snowed 
at night 

Sun. March 7, 1886 
Still here with 
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Sarah 

Mon. March 8, 1886 
very pleasant 
rather cold 
but the weather 
is decidedly better 
than in February 

Tues. March 9, 1886 
The same as yesterday 
I have set down 
here and may stay 
longer than I first 
thought, what is 
called the Salvation 
army is going round 
from place to place 
picking the money 
from foolish men 
and women - 
many go from 
curiosity, they drum 
on a big drum have 
a tambourine and 
other things to make 
a noise they dance 
and jump around 
like crazy folks 
a set of fanatics 
and spongers that 
ought to be let 
severely alone 

Wed. March 10, 1886 
Got a bundle 
from Isaac's 
with letters from 
Lottie, Linnie, Emily 
and Amelia - 
Amelia says we 
have a grandson 
born monday the 
8th named Lincoln 
Ropes, mother and 
child comfortable 
I wanted the 
child named 
Isaac to keep up 
the succession 
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Thurs. March 11, 1886 
Very Pleasant 
have written to 
Emily Linnie 
writes she has had 
congestion of the 
Lungs and the Dr 
advised to leave 
New York as soon 
as possible" they 
were packing up, 
hoped to sail on 
the 6th of March, 
instead of the 7th of 
April as they first 
intended 

Fri. March 12, 1886 
Cloudy in the 
morning rained 
at night. I hear 
that the part of 
the Burgess place 
owned by William 
Wilbour is sold to 
a party in Providence 
Compton seems 
to have increasing 
attractions for 
Providene people 
I dont think it adds 
to our happiness to 
have so many city 
ways and fashions 
brought among 
us 
later I learn the 
purchaser of the Burg 
=ess farm is Ripley Ropes 
of Brooklyn N York 

Sat. March 13, 1886 
Foggy rained at 
night the travelling 
is getting heavy 

Sun. March 14, 1886 
Snowed last night 
and cleared away 
to day it is pleasant 
am getting ready to 
leave here tomorrow 
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I have been made so 
comfortable and 
welcome that my 
visit had been lengthened 
out far beyond what 
I calculated Sarah 
has got a nice house 
and two boys, who 
I hope will be a great 
comfort to her in 
her declining years 
she is a dear good 
woman and deserves 
all of this worlds 
comforts tis possible 
for humanity to enjoy 

Mon. March 15, 1886 
Bid Sarah good 
bye, George took 
me to Adamsville 
the Stage brought 
me to New Bedford 
after a tedeous ride 
thro much mud 
But I got some pleas= 
=ure I met a man 
who was a native 
of Salem, he told 
me many things 
about that old Town 
and his grandmother 
who lived to be a 
100 years old 
Isaac called in 
the afternoon on 
his way from 
Boston to Providence 

Tues. March 16, 1886 
I dont find Emily 
as well as usual 
I am pretty well 
shook up with my 
ride yesterday 

Wed. March 17, 1886 
Got letter from Edwin 
also from Lizzie Wood 
Edwin had been very 
well since his stay 
in Egypt. Lizzie 
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dear good cousin 
writes such loving 
letters it does one 
to get them Emily 
has been out got some 
medicine which 
I hope will do her 
good we bought 
two pairs of blanket 
for Sarah, I think 
I had better execute 
my will as I go 
along. wrote to 
Edwin it is his 
birthday 53 years 
old, with his long 
white hair and 
beard he looks like 
an old Patriarch out 
of an Egyptian tomb 

Thurs. March 18, 1886 
All unexpectedly 
Lizzie Wood came 
in today, she came 
on from New York 
just for a day, I was 
so glad to see her, she 
is such a true and 
faithful friend 

Fri. March 19, 1886 
March winds pre= 
=vail we walked 
out looked after my 
caps. I hope to be set up 
for the year when 
I get what is under 
way completed 

Sat. March 20, 1886 
Cloudy snowed 
last night got a most 
loving letter from 
Amelia, Grace and 
the boy are prospering 
They are expecting 
Mrs Ropes. I think they 
have enough with out 
me, I shall not hurry 
home 
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Sun. March 21, 1886 
Last night we had 
a powerful rain 
today it is foggy, 
The chime of bells given 
by Stephen Driscoll 
to the Episcopal Church 
discourse beautiful 
music, they will keep 
his memory alive in 
this City for years to 
come 

Mon. March 22, 1886 
Quite pleasant 
Came to Frank Kirbys 
in the stage, 8 miles, 
the road was very 
rough, some part of 
it muddy, such a 
shaking I believe 
I never before had 
in a stage 

Tues. March 23, 1886 
very tired from 
yesterdays ride 
Cora is not well 
we lounged are 
rest together, The flood 
which swept thro 
this village in Jany 
made sad work 
with the bridge 
and road, it came 
up to Franks house 
swept away the 
doorsteps, and but 
for tipping in tons 
and tons of stones 
would have swept 
his house into the 
river it was a fear= 
=ful time 

Wed. March 24, 1886 
we hear that Doctor 
Cowen of Little Compton 
died last night of 
pneumonia 
It will be severe 
shock to many beside 
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his family 

Thurs. March 25, 1886 
Quite pleasant 
I called on Alexan= 
=der Brownell and 
wife, they are getting 
old and decrepid 

Fri. March 26, 1886 
I called on George 
Lawton and wife 
he is 82 years old 
I can see that he has 
failed in the year 
past, his wife had 
a fall some years 
ago, has since had 
to use a crutch, now 
she has fallen again 
and crippled one 
wrist, they expect 
their son Obadiah 
from Michigan to 
visit them this 
summer 

Sat. March 27, 1886 
It looks threatening 
for rain but Albert 
and I have arranged 
to go to Fall River 
and have been we 
did not get wet 
much the roads are 
very bad, we had 
a long passage 
got my January 
dividend at the 
Massasoit & Metacomet 
Banks, Called on 
Theodore Wood, he 
told me, my friend 
Henry Butler died 
day before yesterday 
he was very feeble 
when I left home, 
came home with 
Albert to my visit with 
him and Cynthia 

Sun. March 28, 1886 
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a cloudy cheerless 
day, did not go out 

Mon. March 29, 1886 
a march day, wind 
East, Cynthia has 
gone to New Bedford 
to see her Doctress 
a faith cure woman 

Tues. March 30, 1886 
The weather still 
cloudy and cheerless 

Wed. March 31, 1886 
a little more 
pleasant, I made 
another call on 
Alexander & Jane 
Brownell 

Thurs. April 1, 1886 
Quite pleasant in 
the morning. 
Albert brought me 
to his Father's, 
Anna and her Cousin 
Mrs Davis came from 
Fall River, staid 3 
or 4 hours 

Fri. April 2, 1886 
It cleared away in 
the night the sun 
rose clear for the 
time in many days 
and continued 
clear thro the day 
many farmers set 
their plows going 
I wrote to my folks 
that I would come 
tomorrow. Stephen 
is not well, the 
trouble in his throat 
bothers him a good 
deal, he feels quite 
discouraged some 
times, he is 71 years 
old this month 

Sat. April 3, 1886 
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Woke up to find it 
very cloudy and 
before noon it snowed 
how my getting 
home to night will 
come out remains 
to be seen P.M. 
Philip met me 
at the Commons 
I got home safe 
and was made 
welcome 

Sun. April 4, 1886 
One year ago today 
our darling Zoe 
passed from our 
sight to the unknown 
sad days and sadler 
nights have we all 
seen, but to none 
so sad as to her 
Mother, we rode 
down to the Cemetery 
Amelia placed a 
beautiful boquet of 
rare flowers on the 
sod (now white with 
snow) which shuts 
from our sight the 
face once so dear 
to all 

Mon. April 5, 1886 
Snowed again last 
night, are we drifting 
toward the north 
Pole? March lingers 
in the lap of April 
very little of farm 
work can be done 
such cold wet weather 
The boy is five weeks 
old today a sturdy 
little fellow with 
good lungs 
got a letter from 
Lottie dear Mr 
Muldon who was 
so interested in 
Zoe and so kind 
to the family, is 
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dead, How little 
we thought he 
would follow 
so soon! 

Tues. April 6, 1886 
a very stormy 
day water water 
every where 
I commenced 
copying my scraps 
finished the Friends 
meeting House 
Isaac went to 
Providence 
not withstanding 
the storm 
Amelia wrote to 
Lottie 

Wed. April 7, 1886 
Pleasant to day 
our annual town 
meeting, There is so 
little principle and 
so much money, 
such a scramble for 
power and peace 
such display of lux= 
=ury and extrava= 
=gance on the part 
of the rich such envy 
and jealosy on the 
part of the poor, 
who can Cast the 
Horoscope of this 
Nation? 

Thurs. April 8, 1886 
Cloudy again 
It seems hard work 
to clear away for more 
than one day at a time 
yesterday the town 
meeting was rather 
uproarous. Oliver 
Brownell has been 
our representative 
to the General Assembly 
for twenty years, the 
people seems to think 
it was time he made 
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room for another 
he felt so bad at 
being defeated that 
he fainted and 
was borne from th 
hall, it was very 
mortyfying to his 
him and his friends 

Fri. April 9, 1886 
a very pleasant 
day picked up 
some of my things 
George Seabury came 
got Polly shod, and 
took my things down 
to the house, Amelia 
had sick headaches - 
Grandpa French 
came from Providence 
with Isaac 
Wanton Manchester's 
wife is dead, he is 
very feeble 

Sat. April 10, 1886 
Quite pleasant 
we rode out 
down to the house 
saw the painter 
hope to get work 
under way soon 
there are many 
things today 

Sun. April 11, 1886 
Very pleasant day 
went with Isaac 
and Amelia to the 
funeral of Mrs 
Mancter [Manchester?] there 
were many people 
there called at Mrs 
Philip Manchesters 
saw Miss Abby 
Church she is feeling 
very sad and lonely 
has lost two brothers 
in less than one year 

Mon. April 12, 1886 
Foggy and warm 
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I went down 
in the morning 
got some things 
underway 
In the afternoon 
attended the Town 
Council and pro= 
=posed to them if 
they would allow 
me to work out 
my highway tax 
on Simmons hill 
I would add to it 
enough to lower 
the hill, so that it 
will be easier for the 
poor animal who 
have to draw such 
heavy loads of wood 
up from Cole Brook 
woods. 

Tues April 13, 1886 
Tuesday 
Foggy in the morn 
=ing warmer 

Wed. April 14, 1886 
Foggy and more 
The Chatunqua 
Club are to play 
Julius Ceare & 
have applied for 
Isaac's parlors 
Amelia has con= 
=sented, it mak 
ing lots of work 
for her I thought 
she had enough 
before 

Thurs. April 15, 1886 
Still foggy in the 
morning but warm 
and spring like 
The theatricals came 
off last night, the 
minister Mr Hart 
takeing the lead, 
What would Old 
Cotten Mather or 
Jonathan Edwards 
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have said 

Fri. April 16, 1886 
Looked like raining 
the morning but 
cleared away toward 
noon Isaac went 
to Providence, Amelia 
& Willie went to 
Boston, I went to 
my home George was 
there, we set out 
onions, sowed lettuce 
and sweet marjoram 
came up called 
on Abby my old 
friend who is not 
well 

Sat. April 17, 1886 
Pleasant 
rode to the Common 
with Isaac. The strikes 
continue, make a 
great a deal of trouble 
Isaac went to Providence 
yesterday last night 
he went to the reception 
of [?] Luitenant 
Governor Darling at 
Pawtucket 
[Last 5 lines crossed out] 

Sun. April 18, 1886 
a pleasant day 
we are having very 
fine weather for 
spring work, the 
ground is warming 
up fast I went 
to see Mrs Borden 
when Isaac went 
to Church, Charles 
Howland came 
home with us 

Mon. April 19, 1886 
another fine day 
I went down home 
George planted peas 
and potatoes, went 
to the Council got 
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permission to do as 
much as I pleased 
on Simmons hill 
went to see George 
Henry Wilbour he 
said he would 
work there, find 
team, cart, and tools, 
for 5 $ a day 

Tues. April 20, 1886 
Foggy in the morning 
fine growing weather 
Plowing and sowing 
going on Isaac went 
to Providence - was 
to stop over night 
to attend Gov Darling 
lives at Pawtucket 
Grace's daughter 
Alice came for a 
week. 

got a letter 
from Lottie, Edwin 
has gone to Greece 
where will the rover 
bring up next? 
The Cholera has 
already commenced 
its ravages on the 
Adriatic 

Wed. April 21, 1886 
Continues warm 
and dry went down 
to Georges he was 
gone fishing came 
home 

Thurs. April 22, 1886 
still warm & dry 
I am trying to get 
things along, but 
it is slow work 
I have been down 
got paint and seen 
a carpenter for a 
little job Isaac & 
I rode out, aunt 
Harriet is in New 
Bedford her mother 
Allen is very sick. 
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Lorenzo Smith is 
dead 

Fri. April 23, 1886 
Pleasant and dry 
Isaac went to Providence 
brought Willie home 
he has carried four 
thousand dozen eggs 
to market this week 
George Francis put up 
my table that Harry 
Brown gave me 

Sat. April 24, 1886 
Pleasant 
Went to see Stephen 
about painting, he 
came in the afternoon 
George Seabury is 
getting out hides from 
wrecked vessel gets 
ten cents each, got 
twelve dollars for 
his work yesterday 
had a thunder 
shower at evening 
the first of the season 
grass is very forward 
farmers have had 
a fine time to work 
the past two weeks 

Sun. April 25, 1886 
Pleasant 
Rode with Isaac to 
see Mrs Borden 
a minister is come 
to the Methodist Church 
I hope he will prove 
as efficient as the one 
who has been here the 
past three years 

Mon. April 26, 1886 
Pleasant rather 
cooler I went home 
George whitewashed 
we set out some 
shrubs, I walked 
home was very tired 
got a card notifying 

129 



me of the death of 
Fredrick W. Macumber 
of Fall River, the 
funeral will be to= 
morrow, I dont think 
it best for me to go 
it is a long ride 

Tues. April 27, 1886 
Clouding a good rain 
would do much to make 
the grass grow, I went 
down and got George 
underway & painting 
the back kitchen, put 
some flowers in Zoe's 
grave, Grace went 
with Isaac to Providence 
Alice went home to 
Brooklyn 

Wed. April 28, 1886 
Pleasant day 
went to my house 
called on William 
Wilbour he us very 
feeble brought 
up two trees for 
Philip to set out 
at the new home 

Thurs. April 29, 1886 
made a call on 
Abby wife of David 
Wilbour he still 
mourns for her little 
daughter who died 
more than a year 
ago, 

Fri. April 30, 1886 
walked down to 
my house and back 
Amelia comes home 
tonight Sent a 
letter to Edwin 

Sat. May 1, 1886 
Went down this 
morning George 
is painting the 
kitchen the second 
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time over, Cousin 
Charles Howland 
just home from 
Brooklyn, got a horse 
that I am afraid 
will prove too lively 
for him Amelia 
brought some shrubs 
they are setting out 
today I am reading 
Drake's History of 
Philips war 1675 
went to call on 
Mary Burlingame 
her mother is very 
feeble, her Father's 
is so stiff with rhe 
=umatism they can't 
do much, and I am 
sorry for them 

Sun. May 2, 1886 
Cloudy in the 
morning I carried 
some Virginia creeper 
down and George 
set them out 
Rode over to see 
Aunt Harriet, 
she slipped down 
the stairs this mo 
=rning, her knee's 
painful, and some 
swollen I hope it 
will not prove a 
lasting injury 

Mon. May 3, 1886 
Continues dry 
my sympathy for 
the dumb animals 
has moved me to em= 
=ploy some men to take 
off the top of a sharp 
hill over which the 
most of the wood used 
in this part of the 
town is carted, they 
are at work, I have 
been over to see them 
today, what means 
I have I mean to use 
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where I think it 
will do the most 
good 

Tues. May 4, 1886 
Still dry 
I walked down 
to my house and 
back this forenoon 

Wed. May 5, 1886 
Went to Simmon's 
Hill where I had 
seven men at work 
I think they have 
done good work 

Thurs. May 6, 1886 
Pleasant this 
morning rained 
a little last night 
went to Fall River 
collected my div= 
=idends came home 
in the stage Isaac 
went up with me 
then he went to Taunton 
from there to New Bedford 
then to Providence 

Fri. May 7, 1886 
Pleasant 
Isaac came home Mr 
Ropes with him he 
brought my dividends 
from New Bedford 

Sat. May 8, 1886 
A fine rain which 
will do much 
good George was 
painting my 
kitchen floor the 
second time 

Sun. May 9, 1886 
Pleasant 
I am 82 years 
old today, I have 
lived so much longer 
than I thought I 
should, that I make 
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no calculations for 
the future, I do hope 
I shall not live to 
an idiotic old age 
thus far my strength 
mentally & physically 
has held out well 
Charles Howland 
came to dinner he 
is not well 

Mon. May 10, 1886 
Pleasant morning 
went to Commons 
hopeing to meet Mr 
Wordell and pay 
him for his work 
on Simmons hill 
he was not there 
went to my house 
in the afternoon 
came home in the 
rain which came 
very suddenly 

Tues. May 11, 1886 
a northeaster 
Grace went to Salem 
to visit her friends 
I did what I could 
in careing for the 
baby, got a letter from 
Linnie, date April 
27, Edwin still in 
Greece, she and her 
Husband are going 
to London this month 
she says her mama 
has gained flesh, I 
was glad to hear it 

Wed. May 12, 1886 
Cloudy 
Mr Ropes left 
this morning 
Mr French is fixing 
to leave 

Thurs. May 13, 1886 
I did not go out yesterday 
this morning rode 
out with Isaac, paid 
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my first installment 
for the minister 
looked after the baby 

Fri. May 14, 1886 
wind still easterly 
but the sun shone 
after the morning 
Mr French went 
with Isaac, 
He is so lame that 
we all felt sorry 
to have him go, 
he is quite discour= 
=aged himself, 
he was very active 
untill he had the 
fall from which 
he will never recover 

Sat. May 15, 1886 
I rode out and called 
on Harriet Butler the 
first time since her 
husband died, 
her adopted daughter 
stays with her most 
of the time, many 
have been afflicted 
with a sore throat 
a child of the late 
Frank Simmons 
died yesterday 
Philip has gone to 
Boston to meet Grace 
and visit Dora 

Sun. May 16, 1886 
Rained hard this 
morning Mrs Tom 
=kins, Son and Charles 
Howland came to 
dinner at night 
Isaac & I rode over 
to Gidion Wardells 
and paid him for 
the work on Simmons 
Hill, I hope what 
has been done will 
lessen the labor of · 
many poor animals 
who cannot speak 
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for themselves 

Mon. May 17, 1886 
Busy looking after 
the baby 

Tues. May 18, 1886 
I did the same 
as yesterday 
Isaac came home 
from Providence 
tired out, I am 
afraid he is going 
to fast, George 
worked for Amelia 
she has so many 
plants that the 
work hurrys this 
time of year 

Wed. May 19, 1886 
Went down to the 
house Cousin and 
George painted over 
and sprinkled the 
kitchen floor 
came home took care 
of the baby for Grace 
to wash her dishes 

Thurs. May 20, 1886 
Cousin Charles took 
me to Tiverton to see 
the records of the 
old Baptist Church 
we found much 
that was interesting 

Fri. May 21, 1886 
The monument 
for Valentine Sim= 
=mons and his 
family is being put 
it is said it cost a 
thousand dollars 
he left considerable 
which heirs are 
scattering it is of 
Westerly Granite 

Sat. May 22, 1886 
We raised the sod 
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on Zoe's grave. 
Our neighbour William 
A Wilbour died this 
morning, he has been 
afflicted some time 
with dropsy, his 
wife died three years 
ago, they never had any 
children, he was in 
his sixtieth year, 
his Grand father 
Jonathan Wilbour 
his father Clark, 
his brother Thomas 
and sister Louisa 
and sister Mary 
all died at about 
the same age 

Sun. May 23, 1886 
I went to Church 
I am afraid the 
new minister is 
hasty I had not been 
there in three years 

Wed. May 26, 1886 
William Wilbour 
buried today, 
Theodore D Wood 
was the Undertaker 
and gave very good 
satisfaction I am 
glad to know there 
is a prospect of the 
old Wilbour home 
the land that has 
been handed down 
from one generation 
to another for two 
hundred years, 
and where seven 
generations of William 
Wilbour's descendant 
lie buried will 
remain in the name 

Thurs. May 27, 1886 
Philip & Grace 
are setting up their 
housekeeping, where 
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Anthony & Grace 
Wilbour set up over 
one hundred years 
ago 

Fri. May 28, 1886 
Very pleasant 
walked down home 
and back this forenoon 
the business of the 
neighbour hood is 
house cleaning 

Sat. May 29, 1886 
I rode with Philip 
to Stephen Howlands 
hear that Hannah Snell 
is sick, called at Mr 
Burlingames, they are 
very much afflicted 
with sickness 

Sun. May 30, 1886 
went to see Hannah 
Snell, she is suffering 
very much from 
bronchial and 
other troubles 

Mon. May 31, 1886 
went to my home 
washed my clothes 
in the forenoon 
dined by invitation 
at Mrs Abby Wilbours 
with John W. Hazard [?] 
a cousin from the 
state of New York 
a letter from Edwin 
nothing definite as 
to their coming 

Tues. June 1, 1886 
Town meeting 
to elect Town officers 
the old Council 
elected Oliver c. 
Brownell president 
Philip and Grace 
have set up for 
themselves today 
her father gave 
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her 500 dollars 
to buy her furniture 
and will add a 
Steinway piano 
when the room is 
ready for it 
Isaac has spent 
much money and 
time in getting a 
pleasant and nice 
house ready for them 

Wed. June 2, 1886 
Went down to my 
house set out roots 
planted seeds 
Ruth gave me some 
lillies of the vally 

Thurs. June 3, 1886 
Rested at home 

Fri. June 4, 1886 
I went to Fall River 
Cousin Stephen 
Howland with me 
drove Polly had 
a very pleasant ride 
the roads fine, 
and Nature in her 
fine dress 

Sat. June 5, 1886 
down home 
varnished the 
kitchen floor, 
packed up the 
lumber in the 
barn, and various 
other things got very 
tired, a letter from 
Emily she is botherd 
as well as I 

Sun. June 6, 1886 
Staid in thro the 
day Alred Briggs 
hung himself 
yesterday, he had been 
blind for a long time 
his farm was mort 
=gaged, I suppose 
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he got discouraged 

Mon. June 7, 1886 
Rained I went 
home worked in 
the attic George 
went to the funeral 
Stephen painted in 
barn 

Tues. June 8, 1886 
Went to Providence 
with Isaac and Amelia 
bought my Chamber 
set, Cherry not 
stained also a 
stair carpet 

Wed. June 9, 1886 
Tryed to rest from 
my journey yesterday 
George white washed 
for Amelia 

Thurs. June 10, 1886 
Went home and 
cleared up the attic 
the garden looks 
well, put down 
the dining room 
carpet 

Fri. June 11, 1886 
aired the west 
parlor painted 
the hearths 

Sat. June 12, 1886 
Put the east parlor 
in order, put carpet 
on the clothes room, 
set things in order 
generally down stairs 

sun. June 13, 1886 
went to see Hannah 
Snell, she is some 
better, but still is 
suffering very much 
called on Mrs Brownell 

Mon. June 14, 1886 
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Straitened things 
up stairs put in 
screens, got a letter 
from Emily she is 
at Adamsville, 
I must see her and 
see about her 
coming, 

Tues. June 15, 1886 
I thought I should 
certainly get a letter 
from Edwin last 
night but it did 
not come, we put 
down the stair 
carpet 

Wed. June 16, 1886 
Cleared up the wood 
house and studio 
put things out 
to air, so much wet 
foggy air, things are 
very damp, hope 
it be drier before 
Edwin comes - 

Thurs. June 17, 1886 
Got a letter from 
Lottie, Edwin's 
not able to start for 
America It was wet 
but I rode up to 
Adamsville saw 
Emily got groceries 
preparitory to going 
to housekeeping 
George did many 
little jobs of mending 
things 

Fri. June 18, 1886 
went home did 
many things. 
I can't help thinking 
a goodeal about 
Edwin, I am afraid 
this ailment, will 
prove a very 
serious matter 
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Sat. June 19, 1886 
washed the Piazza 
went to the common 
got a shoe put on 
Polly got butter &c 
carried down some 
things 

Sun. June 20, 1886 
my last sunday 
at Isaac's, I am 
home sick already 

Mon. June 21, 1886 
went home 
Aunt Harriet cant 
come Susan Bur= 
lingame is very 
sick she must 
go there, sent for 
Emily 

Tues. June 22, 1886 
Emily and I are 
keeping house 
the best we can 
Got a letter from 
Edwin, he is better 
hopes to sail the 
26th George cut 
the grass on the 
old garden, it is 
very heavy 

Wed. June 23, 1886 
very foggy 

Thurs. June 24, 1886 
fog continues 
Susan Burlingame 
died the morning 

Fri. June 25, 1886 
Cant do any 
thing with the 
grass, the damp 
air gives Emily 
the rheumatism 

Sat. June 26, 1886 
Emily continues 
very lame we are 
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not very jolly 

Sun. June 27, 1886 
Susan Burlin 
=game is buried 
to day, what will 
poor Mary do? 
for 33 years she 
has been confined 
to her bed, and 
her mother has 
cared for her 
as no one else 
could 

Mon. June 28, 1886 
Aunt Harriet 
has come, she 
has had a sad 
time the past week 

Tues. June 29, 1886 
Got another letter 
from Edwin, he 
is improving 
Ned & Linnie go 
from England to 
Switzerland and 
then to Italy 

Wed. June 30, 1886 
Emily is better 
she rode up to see 
Maria Brownell 
and I went to 
Mrs Bordens, 
had a very pleasant 
call with Deborah 
Otis, she said I 
must visit her 
this summer and 
have Edwin come 
too, he went to school 
to her when a boy, 
she liked him very 
much 

Thurs. July 1, 1886 
Emily goes today 
for New Bedford 
Isaac will meet 
her there, from 
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whence they go 
to some mountain 
home for the season 

Fri. July 2, 1886 
Edwin & his 
family are on 
their way over 
the Ocean, but 
E[?] could not 
wait 

Sat. July 3, 1886 
George took 
Aunt Harriet 
to the funeral 
of N.C. Peckhams 
son he was struck 
with apoplexy 
and died in 
fourteen hours 
aged 17 years 

Sun. July 4, 1886 
Edwin got 
New York today 
a very short 
passage 

Tues. July 6, 1886 
got a letter 
saying they 
will be here 
the last of the 
week 

Fri. July 9, 1886 
got a load of 
straw for Pollys 
bed and oats 
from Davids 
a telegram 
says meet us 
at Fall River 
Sunday morn 
=ing 

Sat. July 10, 1886 
Put the white 
stones round 
the grave of 
Mary Price who 
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died in 1698 
it is the oldest 
lettered stone 
in the town 
1888 since writing the 
above I have seen the 
stone which marks the 
grave of Edward Rich= 
=mond 1696 and later 
is found in a cellar 
a stone with this 
inscription 

Jonathan Blackman 
died 1690 

Sun. July 11, 1886 
arrived at 
two o clock 
bag & baggage 

Mon. July 12, 1886 
I give up the 
care of the house 
and will not 
try to write 
any more till 
I have a better 
pen 

Thurs. July 29, 1886 
Mr Tool & wife 
left today 

Sat. Aug. 7, 1886 
we have much 
rainy weather 
during the last 
of July and so far 
in this month 
the days go by 
with hurried 
step, how soon 
the month will 
be gone and my 
people will pack 
up when September 
comes and start for their 
Paris home 
Isaac & Emily are 
at North Conway 
I shall not leave 
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home while my 
folks are here 

Wed. Aug. 18, 1886 
Zoe's birthday 
The clam bake 
was to come off 
today, the rain 
prevented and 
and dissapointed 
many 

Thurs. Aug. 19, 1996 
Fifty nine years 
ago today Charles 
and I were 
married. 
How many 
changes since then 
The heads of every 
family from Wind 
Mill Hill to seconet 
point have passed 
away, most of their 
children and many 
of their grand 
children 

Thurs. Aug. 26, 1886 
Edwin and I 
went to Fall River 

Mon. Aug 30, 1886 
The trunks are 
packed many 
last things are 
being done and 
said the last 
supper is eaten 
and we retire, 
perhaps we 
may all meet 
to say good night 
again, perhaps 
not 

Tues. Aug. 31, 1886 
a pleasant day 
the last goodbye 
is said, for this 
year, they are gone 
for New York 
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Sat. Sept. 4, 1886 
The Burgoine of 
the transatlantic 
line of French steam= 
ers sails this morn= 
=ing for Havre bear= 
ing my loved ones 
over the ocean 
"Gentle breezes waft 
them over" 

Sun. Sept. 5, 1886 
Aunt Harriet is 
going to Church. 
the silence in the 
House is depressing, 
I will spend the 
forenoon with Lizzie 
Wood and the 
afternoon at 
Isaac's 

Mon. Sept. 6, 1886 
George Seabury 
is busy out doors 
and we in the 
house clearing 
up and straitning 
things 

Sat. Sept. 11, 1886 
we rode down 
to see Dr Gardner's 
new house, it is near 
where the Point 
mill formerly 
stood, I had not 
been on the spot 
since I went there 
on horseback with 
corn to get ground 
Humphrey Eldrege 
was the miller 
he lived in a very 
small house near 
the mill, they 
burned peat for 
fuel, it did not 
smell nice, But that 
was seventy years 
ago, the elegant 
cottage now erected 
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shows the march 
of what is now called 
"pProgress" I doubt if the 
inmates will be any 
happier than the old miller 

Sun. Sept. 12, 1886 
I am going to see 
Cousin Lizzie again 
today, her face is 
like sunshine, her 
cheery words will 
drive the blues away 
from a dispeptic 
she is boarding 
with her Cousin 
Kate Wilbour, long 
may she stay! 

Mon. Sept. 13, 1886 
got a telegram 
from Edwin, "Paris 
Safe How thank= 
=ful I ought to be 
they are safely over 
treacherous Ocean 
Cousin Stephen 
helped George 
move the henhouse 
over to the north 
side of the orchard 

Tues. Sept. 14, 1886 
mowed the lawn 
and did many 
last things 

Wed. Sept. 15, 1886 
Put the shutters 
on the bay window 
carried my things 
up to Isaacs, took 
aunt Harriet to 
her daughter, called 
to see Diana Wood 
at night George 
took Polly and 
I (after seeing all 
made fast and 
locked up) to our 
winter home 
Isaac and his wife 
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are going to Saratoga 
for ten days, the front 
part of the house 
will be shut up 
I will make my 
visit to Steepbrook 
in the mean time 

Thurs. Sept. 16, 1886 
Took the stage for 
Fall River 
stopped at Mr Davis's 
with Anna Kirby 
was very tired 
it is a good place to 
rest 

Fri. Sept. 17, 1886 
went to Steepbrook 
To Philip H Wilbour 
found him in a 
new house he and 
his family very well 
to do, his son working 
with him, his oldest 
daughters, teaching 
in the Public school 
near by at a salary 
of 50 dollars a month 

Sat. Sept. 18, 1886 
visited with the 
family 

Sun. Sept. 19, 1886 
Philip went with 
me to the cemetery 
where his Father & 
mother are buried 
he and his sister have 
put up very suitable 
memorial stones 

Mon. Sept. 20, 1886 
staid at Philips 

Tues. Sept. 21, 1886 
went to see Abby 
she lives at the old 
home, I had not 
been here since the 
death of Henry & 
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Abby, it seemed 
very lonely, Abby 
has a good husband 
a pleasant home 
a little girl 18 month 
old named Bernice 

Wed. Sept. 22, 1886 
Brother lost his 
mind some time 
before he died, by 
means unknown 
to his family, his 
property slipped away 
so that much less 
was left than he at 
one time had 

Thurs. Sept. 23, 1886 
Came back to 
Fall River stopped 
with Anna again 
Told Mr Davis if 
he would let me 
stay a week on the 
same terms Anna 
did, I would like 
to stay over till 
next week, he said 
all right stay 

sat. Sept. 25, 1886 
I went to look up 
an old Clock, which 
I was told once belo= 
=nged to my great Uncle 
Richard Borden 
I found a clock, but 
but it is more modern 
than any clock he 
ever owned 

Sun. Sept. 26, 1886 
stopped with Anna 

Mon. Sept. 27, 1886 
made calls on 
Dr Davis and our 
Cousins Hannah 
and Charlotte 
Almy 
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Tues. Sept. 28, 1886 
Called on Anna 
Wilbour Marvel 
Charles Howland 
took me home 
Isaac came in the 
evening leaving 
Willie and his mother 
at Brighton, her Aunt 
Eliza was sick 
The went to the Berk= 
=shire hills Isaac 
was especially 
delighted with 

Stockbridge 

Wed. Sept. 29, 1886 
Found a letter 
from Edwin 
written on ship board 
dated Sept 12 off 
Cherbourg Light 
they had some ace= 
idents & delention 
but one storms 
he had been able 
to read more than 
on any voyage he 
had ever made 
Lottie was sick 
and generally 
uncomfortable. 
also had letters 
from Mr Blashfield 
and Linnie 

Fri. Oct. 1, 1886 
Amelia came 
home she left her 
aunt sick and 
feels anxious 
about her 
She has enjoyed 
her trip very much 

Sat. Oct. 2, 1886 
a letter from Emily 
they are still at 
North Conway & 
will probably stay 
some time longer 
Willie Brownell 
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has rented his house 
in Philadelphia 
1s coming to New 
York 

Sun. Oct. 3, 1886 
I wrote to Emily 
also to Edwin 
and sent letters 
which had come 
to this office for them 
from Mexico and 
British Columbia 
and various other 
place 

Mon. Oct. 4, 1886 
Forty seven years 
ago to day my Father 
died in this room 
where I am now 
writing here also 
my dear brother 
passed away in 
1848, in this room 
the present owner 
my brother's only 
son was born - 
and more than all 
to me in this room 
Charles and I spent 
those hours, when 
Love's young dream 
wakes in the soul 
a happiness unknown 
before These walls 
witnessed the pledge 
of fidelity to each 
other which remaind 
unshaken till Death 
dissolved the earthly 
tie, and left only the 
Hope of a reunion 

hereafter - 

Tues. Oct. 5, 1886 
The days follow 
each other monotonous= 
=ly the gossip of the 
neighbour hood is 
not worth putting 
down went to Cole 
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Brook woods for 
leaf mould for 
Amelia 

Wed. Oct. 6, 1886 
Charles Howland 
lent me his blind 
horse to go to see 

Fri. Oct. 8, 1886 
Went to see Mary 
Burlingame she 
is lonely since the 
death of her mother 
her Aunt Ann is 
now there but she 
cannot do much 
being 88 years old 
on my way home 
the horse turned a 
little, the rut was 
close to the gutter, being 
in a little open buggy 
the sudden fall of the 
wheel into the gutter 
threw me out, I held 
fast to the reins so the 
horse did not leave 
me, when I attempted 
to rise I did not feel able 
to get in the carrige, but 
making a strong effort 
I got in and came home 
with many bruises, but 
whole bones I did not tell 
of my mishap 

Sat. Oct. 9, 1886 
Charles Howland 
is getting the spot 
in the cemetery ready 
to place a monument 
I went down to 
my house then 
called on Lizzie 
Wood, Charles 
brought me home 
In the afternoon 
rode to Adamsville 
called on Abby 
Church 
a letter from Emily 
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says she will be in 
New Bedford the 
20th 

Sun. Oct. 10, 1886 
Charles Howlands 
birthday, Mrs Lizzie 
Tompkins has invited 
us to meet him at 
her house to dinner 

Mon. Oct. 11, 1886 
It is dry, the 
summer was unusall 
dry, the usual August 
rains failed to come 
The equinoctial storm 
was mostly wind 

Tues. Oct. 12, 1886 
I really thought 
last nights mail 
would bring me a 
letter from Edwin 
but it did not 
They have only sent 
me one word since 
their arrival in 
Paris 

Wed. Oct. 13, 1886 
The drougth 
continues 
The Baptist meet= 
=ing House in Tiverton 
is burned, our 
Insurance Company 
have to pay 2700 
hundred dollars 

Thurs. Oct. 14, 1886 
many people have 
to go a long way for 
water there are slight 
indications of rain 
I am writing sketches 
of the doings & sayings 
of People who lived 
about here a hundred 
years, I dont know 
as any body will be 
interested much - 
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my grandson Victor 
has promised to read 
all I will write 

Fri. Oct. 15, 1886 
James Burlingame 
came for me to spend the 
day with Aunt Ann 
and Mary 
Aunt Ann and my 
=self are all that is 
left alive of the 17 
who were members 
of the Methodist 
Class in 1822 
she is very feeble 
it is not likely we 
shall meet again 
she goes to her winter 
home next week 
last night rained 
a little 

Sat. Oct. 16, 1886 
a heavy wind 
I rode down with 
Philip as far as 
Andrew Seaburys 
had a hard walk 
home against the 
wind, George took 
my plants, it grows 
cold 

Sun. Oct. 17, 1886 
Ther. 30 
The coldest night 
we have had, ice 
made three eights 
of an inch thick 
went down the road 
called on Lizzie 
Wood, Isaac & Amelia 
went over to David 
Cornells, he is buying 
stock for Mr Ropes to 
put on the farm, he 
had bought of Richard 
Refined Macomber 

Mon. Oct. 18, 1886 
rode with Isaac 
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to the Macomber 
farm saw the cattle 
they are mostly black 
and white Dutch 
Got my long expected 
letter from Paris 
Lottie wrote to me 
and sent a letter. 
Edwin had written 
to her from Aix le 
Bains in savoy, where 
he was takeing baths 
&c for the restoration 
of his health 

Tues. Oct 19, 1886 
It rained a little 
yesterday, there are 
indications of a change 
of weather, there has 
been heavy rain 
falls in some parts 
of the country, 
distructive floods 
in Texas, many 
lives lost. 
a terrible fire in 
Eastport Maine 
burned the business 
part of the Town 

Wed. Oct. 20, 1886 
The little Franklin 
stove which Lottie 
wanted have taken out 
of our front room, 
Isaac has had put 
up in his dining 
room today 
I have called on 
Mrs Ropes this 
forenoon, 
Have my school 
house tax in No 1 

Thurs. Oct. 21, 1886 
The dry weather 
continues Mrs Ropes 
came to dinner today 
called on Eliza Brown 
=ell, Mrs Borden and 
paid my second 

» 
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installment of 
ministerial Tax 

Fri. Oct. 22, 1886 
I went to call on 
Nancy Carton she 
had a spoon which 
her brother found 
down by the shore 
on the farm formerly 
belonging to great grand 
father Daniel, it was 
marked M.W. I saw 
one just like it marked 
L.W. when I visited 
Brother Henry's children 
that came from the 
same source, this 
one no doubt got in 
to the manure heap 
and had laid there many· 
years it belonged to 
Charles's Aunt Mary 
is certainly a 100 years 
old, Mrs Carton kindly 
gave it to me in ex= 
=change for another 

Sun. Oct. 24, 1886 
I have a cold that 
bothers a goodeal 
Amelia is treating 
it vigoursly with 
her little powders 
and promises to cure 
it soon if I will follow 
the prescriptions. 

Tues. Oct. 26, 1886 
Isaac is having 
a telephone put in 
my cold is slowly 
leaving me, Amelia 
has dosed me with 
her little powders 
with good effect 

Wed. Oct. 27, 1886 
The long look for 
and much needed 
rain had come at 
last, to the great 
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refreshing of man 
and beast, it rain 
=ed heavily thro 
the day and night 
gathering some 
water in the ponds 
but not enough 
to raise the wells 
Joseph B Anthony 
of Fall River was 
drowned off Westport 
Harbor 

Thurs. Oct. 28, 1886 
a dull day 
Today the statue 
of Liberty presented 
by the French to the 
United States is to 
be unveiled in 
New York, 

Fri. Oct. 29, 1886 
I wrote to Emily 
sent my letter 
to the office 
at night, got a line 
from her dated the 
same day 

Sat. Oct. 30, 1886 
George came for 
me I went to the 
house he cleaned 
the stove and blackd 
it I washed my 
clothes, it rained 
hard in the 
afternoon 

Sun. Oct. 31, 1886 
spent a couple 
of hours with 
Lizzie Wood 

Mon. Nov. 1, 1886 
Done many things 
getting ready for 
my visit to Plymouth 
which I hope to 
accomplish this 
week 
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Tues. Nov. 2, 1886 
our Town meet 
=ing to elect a 
Representative 
to Congress, a 
light vote Spooner 
the present member 
was elected in the 
eastern district 
no election in the 
western 

Wed. Nov. 3, 1886 
Started a 6. A.M. 
went direct to 
Boston, looked up 
my Cousin Mary 
Jane Brownell 
I found her in very 
low circumstances 
in an attic mak= 
=ing mittins at 
5 cents for a dozen 
pair, Starvation 
Price!!! I gave her 
10 dollars and 
shall try to help 
her some in future 
we went to Dora's 
and stopped the 
night she is very 
pleasantly situated 
but was not well 
aunt Eliza's Peter 
took us to ride 
thro some fine 
places 

Thurs. Nov. 4, 1886 
Started at 7 A.M. 
for Plymouth 
got there at 1/2 past 
10, went to Pilgrim 
Hall and various 
other places of 
interest, dined 
at the Plymouth 
Rock house 
went to see the 
National Monument 
it is a noble thing 
The statue of Liberty 
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which surmounts 
it, is very noble 
& costly Oliver Ames 
gave 30 thousands 
towards it, we 
went to Scituate to 
see Deborah Otis 
had a most 
cordial reception 
she is very comfort 
ably situated it 
is a fine old town 

Fri. Nov. 5, 1886 
Mrs Otis and her 
daughter took us 
to Marshfield the 
home of Daniel 
Webester. We also 
went to the Cemetery 
where Gov Winslow 
and many of other 
of the first comers 
the old stones are 
marvels of quaint 
=ness, The deaths 
head and cross 
bones I had never 
seen before some 
of the faces were 
ghastly, we went 
back to Mr Otis's 
had a very pleasant 
evening 

Sat. Nov. 6, 1886 
We left at 6 A.M. 
came to South 
Braintree and 
there took car for 
New Bedford 
got there 1/2 past 10 
did my business 
and went to see 
Emily, it commenced 
raining at noon 
we took stage at 3 
came to Russells 
Mills in a terrible 
thunder storm 
got some wet, it held 
up by the time I 
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got to Central village 
and we got home 
safe and dry found 
all well, Mr French 
came last friday 

Sun. Nov. 7, 1886 
last night we 
had a reception 
of the thunder 
storm we had a 
a high sea, but 
a sunshine today 
we had very fine 
weather for our trip 
up to yesterday 
afternoon and 
enjoyed it greatly 
every body seems 
glad to see us and 
did every thing 
they could to make 
us comfortable 

Mon. Nov. 8, 1886 
Rode to the common 
with Isaac called 
on Eliza Brownell 
and Mrs Borden 
and reported my 
visit to their friend 
I did enjoy my 
visit to Plymouth 
and Marshfield 
very much. 
I shall long rem= 
=ember the kind= 
=ness of the friends 
where we stopped 
looking over the 
blue waves where 
the Mayflower 
rode on that cold 
cheerless day of 
December, I thought 
how little we could 
realize the suffering 
and privations of 
those who landed on 
that bleak shore 

Tues. Nov. 9, 1886 
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Amelia went 
to help Kate tie a 
comforter Isaac 
went to Providence 
from there to Kingston 
got a letter from 
Edwin, he leaves 
Paris the 11th of this 
month, the family 
leave the 2 December 
to meet him in 
Cairo and go up the 
Nile for the winter 

Wed. Nov. 10, 1886 
Isaac came home 
he visited his cousin 
Hannah R. Champlin 
and enjoyed her very much 
she remembers 
me, and would 
like for me to visit 
her, she had some 
old things that 
belonged in the 
Champlin family 

Thurs. Nov. 11, 1886 
Philip and Grace 
go today for her first 
visit with her baby 
to Brooklyn 
Wrote to Theodora 
from what her mother 
wrote to Amelia 
she has had two offers 
of marriage lately 
which she declined 
It reminded me of 
what Zoe said to her 
grandfather when 
he remarked "Dora 
will be the Old Maid 
in the family" 
It will not be for" 
lack of offers 
replied Zoe 

Fri. Nov. 12, 1886 
Amelia has gone 
to tie another com 
=forter for Kate 
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they change work 
I dont go out today 

Sat. Nov. 13, 1886 
rode down to my 
house with Isaac 
the wind started 
up a real November 
gale, being in an 
open carriage we 
had an airing 

Sun. Nov. 14, 1886 
Charles Howland 
and Walter came 
to dinner 

Mon. Nov. 15, 1886 
Rode to the village 
paid my Town Tax 
$32.30 I paid under 
Protest, in season and 
out of season I will 
raise my voice 
against taxation 
without representation 

Tues. Nov. 16, 1886 
Went to Newport 
looked after my 
investment there 
called on my old 
Friends Richard 
and Alice Cornell 
he has been a great 
sufferer from 
rheumatism 
his hands are 
drawn out of 
shape and he 
walks with 
difficulty, he is 
President of the 
Newport Savings 
Bank and is 
universally 
esteemed as a 
model of uprightness 
I rode to Bristol ferry 
and went down 
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by train, it was 
very fine weather 

Wed. Nov. 17, 1886 
Cloudy today looks 
like rain I am 
I went yesterday 
the friends were 
exceeding kind 
I called on Amy 
Gray widow of 
Edward formerly 
of this Town, she is 
the last of the company 
who formed our Social 
Library in 1811 and 
is near 97 years old 
I hope to be able to 
go again and have 
more time 

Thurs. Nov. 18, 1886 
The wind blows 
from the south 
heavily this A.M. 
P.M. changed 
to the west and 
blew like a hurricane 
It is terribly cold 
with heavy snow 
in the West, in 
Western New York 
trains are late, 
further on quite 
blocked up for a 
long time and 
much suffering 
The waves roll 
in tremendously 

Fri. Nov. 19, 1886 
This morning at 
4 o clock the wind 
did blow fearfully 
we hear of much 
damage by the 
gale yesterday and 
last night and 
are expecting the 
cold wave from 
the West to be upon 
us The Rev Mr Walker 
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and wife, Oliver c. 
Brownell and wife 
Mrs Tompkins and 
son took tea with us - 

Sat. Nov. 20, 1886 
This morning 
a vessel from 
New York struck 
on the shore 
at the foot of Daniel 
Wilbour's shore 
she is loaded 
with coal, and 
will be a total 
wreck, Isaac has 
gone to the shore 
to see what can 
be done, telegraphs 
to the owners 
in New York 

Sun. Nov. 21, 1886 
Isaac has gone 
to Fall River with 
the Capt of the 
schooner to meet 
the agent, this 
telegraph is a 
wonderful thing 
it a lovely day 
I hope it may last 
for the poor sailors 
sake 

spent the fore 
noon with Lizzie 
Wood and Kate 
The Captain and 
agent took dinner 
with us 

Mon. Nov. 22, 1886 
a most beautiful 
day I rode to the 
Common in the morn= 
=ing and again in 
the afternoon, called 
on Eliza Brownell 
and Mrs Borden 

Tues. Nov. 23, 1886 
The promise of a 
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fair day which was 
so bright last night 
failed it commenced 
raining this morning 
by 6 oclock and now 
rains heavily 
a tug has come to 
relieve the wrecked 
mariners, got letters 
from Paris last night 
Edwin had left for 
Cairo Victor writes 
he has worked hard 
an has the approval 
of his teacher 

Wed. Nov. 24, 1886 
Got more letters 
one from Edwin 
written at Marsaills 
after he got on board 
the steamer for 
Alexandria - 
he was delayed by 
the floods that 
tore up the railway 
tracks, Fredrick 
and Dora came to 
spend Thanksgiving 
I went to the P.O. 
sent the money for 
the Womans Journal 
for next year 

Thurs. Nov. 25, 1886 
I went to the 
Thanksgiving service 
held at the Congre= 
=gational Church 
The Methodist minister 
preached on "the old 
and the new", he 
labored hard to show 
that the new times 
were an improvement 
on the old, his 
quotations from 
numerous authors 
to sustain his 
position on both 
sides showed that 
he was a diligent 
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reader of History 
It rained at night 
and the wind blew 
a gale 

Fri. Nov. 26, 1886 
The wind went 
down this morning 
so Isaac did not 
have so bad a time 
as I feared. Fred 
went to John Sissons 
Amelia & Dora 
made a call on 
Mr Clarks family 
The owner of the 
vessel on shore here 
is very much 
troubled at the 
dilatory movements 
of the agents and 

Underwriters 

Sat. Nov. 27, 1886 
Rode down to 
my house with 
Philip, made two 
short calls, came 
home to dinner 
The wrecking vessel 
has come at last 

Sun. Nov. 28, 1886 
I did not go out 
till afternoon 
when I called on 
Cousin Lizzie 

Mon. Nov. 29, 1886 
went to the Common 
to call on Mrs Rice, 
they urged me so 
much that I spent the 
entire day Mrs Lydia 
Simmons is staying with 
her daughter Anna Cowens 
Mrs Rice is Dr Cowens 
mother, they are feeble 
Mrs Simmons a cripple 
from rheumatism, can 
olney move a little on 
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crutches - I thought how 
thankful I ought to be 
I can walk a mile 
without serious fatigue 

Tues. Nov. 30, 1886 
The Methodist 
ministers wife 
had a boy weighs 
12 pounds 
The last of the series 
of Lectures comes 
off tonight 

Wed. Dec. 1, 1886 
Nothing to note 

Thurs. Dec. 2, 1886 
Our neighbor 
B.F. Wilbour brings 
his bride home 
today, Clara Brown 
her father lives in 
Providence, where 
they were married 
the 24th Nov - His 
mother & sister came 
also, having been on 
a visit to a sister 
Kezia Boucher who 
lives near Auburn 
N.Y. and is now 
85 years old 

Fri. Dec. 3, 1886 
Blew up very cold 
yesterday and last 
night the coldest 
by far that we have had 
wind was high in 
the night, I lay long 
thinking how tedious 
it would be for Isaac 
to go to Providence 

Sat. Dec. 4, 1886 
Ther.10 
I rode down to 
Stephen Howlands 
with Philip stopping 
to gather eggs on our 
way back, prolonged 
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the time, I got chilled 
had a pain about my 
right side last night 
which I feared might 
prove serious but it 
gave way so I got to 
sleep after midnight 
and do not feel it 
this morning Sunday 
very cold 

Sun. Dec. 5, 1886 
Ther 12 
Commenced snowing 
at 8 this morning 
the fog sounds, an 
indication of a regular 
snow storm, snow 
is very bad for the 
hens, there are about 
two thousand on the 
premises, it is a great 
deal of work to take 
care of them Isaac 
marketed over 100,000 
thousand dozen eggs 
the year past, 

Mon. Dec. 6, 1886 
no sign of fair 
weather, snow quite 
deep Got my dividend 
from the Wamsutta 
mills 54 dollars 
I hoped to get a 
letter from over 
the Sea, but it did 
not come · 
Sent Emilys coat 
paid 25 cents freight 

Tues. Dec. 7, 1886 
Isaac started this 
morning for Providence 
in a storm of sleet & 
rain, had a telephone 
at noon, he could 
not get thro on the 
usual route was at 
Fall River would 
not be home tonight 
It seems lonesome 
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without him 
Travel all over 
New England is 
very much impeded 
a great many vessels 
lost on the coast 
dreadful suffering 
among the sailors 
and several lives 
lost 

Wed. Dec. 8, 1886 
Isaac got home 
tonight he had a 
a very hard time 
yesterday the road 
to Bristol ferry 
was impassable 
he went Fall River 
by train with his 
load and thence 
to Providence 
Grandmother 
Abby came up to 
help Amelia about 
her mince pies 

Thurs. Dec. 9, 1886 
Sleighs are going 
I dont like that 
mode of travel - 
The brides reception 
day, It is a perfect 
day, no wind 
warm bright sun 

Fri. Dec 10, 1886 
I dont get any 
thing from my folks 
over the sea 
The travelling is 
bad very warm 
sunshine is melting 
the snow 

Sat. Dec. 11, 1886 
Still warm and 
pleasant, the snow 
melts fast, I rode 
down to see Lizzie 
Wood, Grace got 
home yesterday, from 
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a months visit to 
her Fathers 
settled with George 
Seabury up to today 

Sun. Dec. 12, 1886 
Cloudy, every 
appearance of 
another snow 
storm came on 
to rain in the 
afternoon 

Mon. Dec. 13, 1886 
Yesterday 
I jumped in with 
Isaac & went to 
Methodist meeting 
it was very unpleas= 
=ant, about twenty 
people were there. 
They were very much 
surprised to see me 
I must say I should 
not have gone but 
I had an errand 
I think Isaac had 
a similar reason 
I doubt if either 
of us got much credit 
for spiritual worship 
Amelia had a sick 
head ache all day 
Aunt Harriet called 

Tues. Dec. 14, 1886 
Cloudy and 
thawy hard 
wheeling about 
getting the eggs to 
market Grace came 
up and the baby 
Isaac goes to Fall River 
from Providence 
Got a letter from 
Lottie last night 
she is pretty tired, 
with her preparation 
for Egypt I hope they 
they will rest when 
they all get together 
on board their 
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floating home 

Wed. Dec. 15, 1886 
a little sunshine 
I am doing a little 
mitten work for 
Amelia for charity 
Isaac came home 
reports a stirring 
day 

Thurs. Dec. 16, 1886 
Nothing to note 
except Kate & Floy 
Alexander too gone 
to New Bedford 

Fri. Dec. 17, 1886 
Isaac will order 
a picture of Edwin 
for Dora for a 
Christmas present 
he got a very nice 
comfortable for Philip 
and Grace for the 
same purpose 
a letter from Edwin 
at Cairo he is busy 
getting his boat 
ready finds friends 
ready to help him 
The family leave Paris 
the 29 November 
he left the 11th had a · 
stormy passage over 
the Mediterriniam sea 
was very sick but 
recovered after reaching 
Cairo 

Sat. Dec. 18, 1886 
Spent the day with 
Cousin Lizzie and 
Cynthia Wilbour 
Pearce, she is a 
devoted member of 
the Second Advent 
Church, they have 
a little meeting house 
in the northerly part 
of the Town where 
they hold a regular 
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service, conducting 
it themselves, except 
a brother comes from 
abroad, she believes 
in the inspiration of 
the spirit, and the 
gift of utterance 
her ready speech 
reminded me of 
the Pentecostal days 

Sun. Dec. 19, 1886 
a dull day 
I did not go out 

Mon. Dec. 20, 1886 
went down to my 
house got some 
sash for Willie, George 
Seabury will set the 
glass called on Lizzie 
Kate had not got home 

Tues. Dec. 21, 1886 
a pleasant day 
The yearly hog killing 
is being done, Isaac 
has gone as usual 
Got another letter 
from Edwin, he 
had bought a boat 
which he thinks will 
accommodate his 
family and is await= 
=ing their arrival in 
Cairo, he has raised 
the Stars & Stripes, if 
all goes well, they 
will be wafted up 
the Nile in a satisfac= 
=tory manner, I hope 
they will enjoy all they 
antisipate 

Wed. Dec. 22, 1886 
Isaac reports a 
wonderful rush 
every where after 
presents for Christ= 
=mas, he carried me 
to see a cousin of mine 
who is a widow, and 
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never was blest with 
the ability most of 
us have to take care 
of our selves, we 
carried some flour 
and meat and broug= 
=ht home a blessing 
Cousin Lizzie Wood 
and Charles Howland 
each sent her a dollar 
Amelia is driven 
to her wits end, in 
preparing presents & 
and looking after the 
sausage makeing & 
going to the Sociable 
to help on Church 
matters 

Thurs. Dec. 23, 1886 
a very busy day 
boxes are being 
packed to go to friends 
in Brooklyn, Brighton 
Providence and Fall River 
many small things 
will go by mail 
Tonight the current 
will probably turn 
this way and by 
tomorrow we shall 
know who has 
remembered the 
people here, I have 
little share in it 
either way, such an 
ado about Christmas 
was not in fashion 
when I was young, & 
I never could rush 
into new ways as 
readily as some do - 

Fri. Dec. 24, 1886 
Isaac has gone 
with the many 
packages and Christ 
=mas greetings - 
It looked like rain 
when he left, now it 
lights up and looks 
like being cooler 
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The Christmas trees 
are being put up in 
the Churches, Old & 
young are on the qui 
vive, I hope it will 
be pleasant this 
evening 

Sat. Dec. 25, 1886 
Opened the box 
that came from 
Brooklyn in the 
presenc of the two 
familys many valua 
=ble presents were 
displayed on the big 
table on chairs and 
some on the floor 
Philly gave me a 
halter for Polly, Grace 
gave me two pocked 
handkercheifs a 
picture of the baby 
Amelia a hood Willie 
an Almanac for 1887 
Dora a callender 
Lizzie Wood a silk 
neckercheif - 
I gave Philip & Grace 
a bed comforter 
Lincoln Ropes the baby 
5 dollars to put in 
Savings Bank as a 
beginning for a fortune 

Sun. Dec. 26, 1886 
went to meeting 
Mr Stoddard 
preached a very 
good sermon 
he thanked me 
for the barrel of 
flour I sent him 
Christmas eve 
Cousin Charles 
came home with 
us and dined 
we had roast and 
turkey and other 
good things 
my neighbor Ruth 
Chase died last night 
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aged about 75 years 

Mon. Dec. 27, 1886 
I rode out to see 
Lizzie Wood 
An old friend the 
widow of Levi Sisson 
has had a second 
shock of Payralisis 

Tues. Dec. 28, 1886 
Letters came from 
various places 
acknowledge ing 
the recept of presents 
I had one from Dora 
she seemed pleased 
to have a picture 
of Edwin, I guess 
he has money enough 
to make him accept 
=able, that seems to 
be the passport at 
the present day - 
Amelia is tired 
out with her labors 
for the last few days 
she sick in bed today 

Wed. Dec. 29, 1886 
Amelia continues 
poorly 
wrote to J. O. Austin 

Thurs. Dec. 30, 1886 
a snowstorm 
I wrote to Edwin 

Fri. Dec. 31, 1886 
I rode to the common 
with Isaac he went 
to the Semi Annual 
meeting of the Insurance 
Company I spent the 
day with my old friend 
Mercy Borden, she is 
feeble, my increasing 
infirmities admonish 
me to set my house 
in order, not only for 
the end of 1886, but 
the end of all things 
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of earth that I am 
concerned in 
I have reconed 
up and balanced 
my accounts for 
the year once more 
if my grand chil= 
=dren are sufficiently 
interested to look 
it over, and follow 
my example I shall 
be paid for my work 

Dec 31 Memoranda 1886 
Settled with 
Isaac for my 
board up to the 
first of January 
1887 Paid him 
$39. Which added 
to the settlement 
when I left last June 
makes 99 dollars for 
the time I have been 
here this year 
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