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A Christmas Present 
from Eliza 1881 

Sunday, January 1, 1882 
How little I thought 
30 years ago that I should 
live to this day, I hope 
these added years have 
added something to the 
comfort of my family 
& friends, I am sure they 
will bear "diligent in 
business", and wherein 
I have failed to feel & 
manifest a spirit that 
"hopeth all things, and 
endureth all things, and 
is kind, I trust they 
will forgive me as I 
hope to be forgiven. 
I enter on this new year 
deeply impressed with 
the idea that ere it 
closes my earthly career 
will close. The future 
I leave to Him whose 
Love & care is over all 
the Children of Men. 

1882 
Monday January 2 
The first regural snow 
storm come on last eve 
=ning it drifted and 
was cold this morning 
Our friend J. McFarland 
moves to the Bunday 
farm today, we shall 
miss them, they are 
kind neighbours 
wrote to Linnie & 
got a letter from Zoe 

1882 
Tuesday January 3 
A beautiful winter day 
Eliza went to help about 
the moving, and we have 
spent the day looking over 
our accounts, debt & credit 
the earnings of our early 
years have accumulated 
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so that now when old 
age & infirmity forbid 
our laboring, we have an 
income that enables 
us to live comfortably 
and pay some one for 
waiting on us 

1882 
Wednesday January 4 
The coldest morning 
we have had this winter 
the thermometer 7 above 
zero which is pretty 
cold for this climate. 
Eva called on us, the 
first time since she 
came home, Frank also 
called & Mr Peckham 
I wrote to Emily & 
and sent the letter & 
one to Linnie by Frank 

1882 
Thursday January 5, 
Not quite as cold as it 
was yesterday Philly called 
brought a quart of Jamaca 
gingar he is going to N. York 
tonight, Isaac C. & Isaac Br 
=ownell called in the after 
noon, 

Friday January 6, 1882 
Cloudy & thawy I went 
to the Common had my 
horse shod for winter 
called on Mrs Borden, 
she has not been well 
lately age tells upon 
her, she'is 78 years old 
left a widow in early 
life with four small 
children & little mean 
she will leave a noble 
example of what can 
be accomplished by a 
woman under very 
adverse circumstances 

Saturday January 7, 1882 
It rained last night, today 
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has been pleasant & mild 
we picked over the apples. 
Frank came down to 
talk over some business 
which is to come before 
the Court of Probate Monday 
Charles has not been very 
well for a day or two, neither 
have I, Dreamed about 
Lottie, how curious & 
inexplicable, that I dream 
of some of the family just 
before receiving a letter 
from them 

1882 
Sunday January 8 
Cloudy got a letter from 
Emily this morning 
have filed my letters 
from Europe for 1881. 
I think my grand chil= 
=dren will appreciate 
my effort to leave them 
some memorials of the 
Past. I have regretted 
very much that I did 
not avail myself of 
many opportunities I 
had when I was young 
to ask the people who 
were old then, many 
questions of what took 
place in their early 
days, If I can leave any 
thing that will benefit 
or interest the coming 
generation I want to 
do so. 

1882 
Monday January 9 
Cloudy cleared at night 
nothing of interest 
to note 

1882 
Tuesday January 10. 
a beautiful morning 
not a cloud to be seen 
we have had thus 
far a mild winter 
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the day reminds me 
of the lines 
a weather breeder this, 

we say; 
There is a storm a 

brewing. 

Wednesday January 11, 1882 
The storms came on by 
midnight snowing, 
this morning it hailed 
and rained & blowed 
Frank came down to 
talk over what was done 
at the Council we 
finished two under 
shirts for Charles 
It has cleared away 
windy & cold 

1882 
Thursday January 12 
Pleasant & thawy 
Eliza has gone to her 
brothers I have made 
some soft gingerbread 
for Charles 
got a letter from Zoe 
Willie Brownell had 
called on them Lottie 
and Dora were out 
and thro a series of 
blunders Zoe failed 
of suing them, they 
did not leave their 
address only a card 
which was handed 
Zoe after they were 
gone, so Lottie could 
not find them, tho 
she sought diligently 
at Bomkers & in all 
likely places, I was 
so sorry, it was such 
a dissappointment to 
both parties. 

1882 
Friday January 13 
a very stormy day, Sarah 
McFarland came home 
with her aunt staid all ~ 
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night, and the storm 
prevented her going home 
today. she had written 
to Zoe. we have several 
and read the news= 
papers. 

1882 
Saturday January 14 
Pleasant but muddy 
another week is about 
to close, how fast the days 
go be, how little we 
accomplish, beyond 
eating drinking & 
sleeping. Charles 
divides his time betw 
=een the lounge and 
the newspaper, I sew 
a little & read some 
but my eyesight has 
failed so that it is 
hard work to do either 
we had ought to be 
very thankful that it 
is as well with us as 
it is, sixty years of 
toil will wear upon 
the strongest constitution 

1882 
Sunday January 15 
Pleasant morning 
blew up chilly in the 
afternoon Mrs Wilbour 
made a long call. 
Philly came down to 
shave Charles. He has 
been to Brooklyn - called 
to see Linnie, she was 
gone to New York to 
spend the day, He was 
very sorry and doubtless 
she was 

1882 
Monday January 16 
Cloudy Eliza washed 
but did not dry her clothes 
Frank spent the evening 
with us last night, he has 
been very neighbourly 



of late, we shall miss 
him, when he goes to 
Providence next week 
to attend the Legislature 
he is our Senator, will 
be gone most of the win 
=ter. 

1882 
Tuesday January 17 
A snow storm in the 
morning, cleared in the 
afternoon, the travelling 
bad, so soft underneath 

1881 
Wednesday January 18 
Cold night & morning, 
wind soon changed 
to east & south, Eliza & 
I went to the Common 
got corn & meal bristol 
brick, blueing, pearline 
crackers essence of pepermint 
Lozenges & a mug. so the 
money goes looks like 
storming tomorrow, we 
dont have but one 
pleasant day at a time 
but we got our clothes 
dry to day, did our 
errands, now let it 
storm. 

1881 
Thursday January 19 
warm & pleasant. Isaac 
called & invited one to ride 
with him, I went & he took 
me to see Mary Burgess 
who is suffering from a 
dreadful cancer, it is 
slowly but surely take 
=ing her life, Her Husband 
died suddenly last su= 
=mmer, she is looking 
hopefully toward a 
reunion beyond the 
reach of pain. 

1882 
Friday January 20 
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Pleasant morning 
snowing this evening 
Eliza went to her brothers 
this afternoon. George 
Chase came to saw 
wood 

1882 
Saturday January 21 
a stormy day, made 
squash pies did other 
Saturday work nothing 
more to tell 

1882 
Sunday January 22 
It is blowing up very 
cold tonight, have 
written to Zoe, did 
not get a letter a I 
hoped to last night 

1882 
Monday January 23 
Very windy & cold 
we did but little except 
make fire and had hard 
work to keep warm. 
sewed some repairing 
my winter dress & sacque 

thermometer down to 
zero tonight 

1882 
Tuesday January 24 
The thermometer was 
six or eight degrees below 
zero, Thomas B Grinnell 
who lives near Warren's 
point is now 82 years old 
says he has never known 
it so cold at his place 
he has lived on that spot 
from his birth tonight 
the wind has gone down 
it is not so tedious. 
Got a letter from Zoe 
a Christmas card & 
a few lines says "they 
were all well, and 
letters from Papa said 
he was.'® 
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1882 
Wednesday January 25 
It is not so cold this 
morning clouded up 
and snowed at evening 
Eliza went to the Common 
with John 

1882 
Thursday January 26 
moderated with rain 
at night 

1882 
Friday January 29 
Cleared away this 
morning not very cold 
got a letter from Lizzie 
Wood Isaac made a 
long call this afternoon 

1882 
Saturday January 28 
Clouded up in the 
morning snowed at 
evening. I never knew 
more changeable wea 
=ther. How fast the days 
do slip away! what 
record do they leave? 

1882 
Sunday January 29 
Cleared away this 
morning. Got a letter 
from Kansas saying 
a barrel of clothing 
we sent had arrived 
safe, there is a slight 
sprinkling of snow a 
few sleighs are out, but 
the wind blows heavily 
and it is cold 

1882 
Monday January 30 
Cleared up a pleasant 
afternoon and lovely 
moonlight coming. 
Eliza went to her 
brothers. a daughter 
was born at our next 
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neighbours Frank Pearces 
last night this makes 
four born in the town 
or rather this part of 
it, since New Years, 
It dont seem as if the 
world would come 
to an end for lack 
population very soon 

1882 
Tuesday January 31 
The last day of the second 
month of winter closes 
with a heavy snowstorm 
Eliza came home tonight 
another baby born just 
beyond the common, it 
certainly promises to 
be a very prolific year 

1882 
Wednesday February 1 
It was a boisterious 
night last night, we thou= 
=ght, old February shook 
her head pretty hard, but 
today has been as lovely 
a winter day as the sun 
ever shone upon 
reminding one of Cowper 
lines 
The night was winter 

in his roughest mood, 
The morning sharp & 

clear - the vault is blue 
Without a cloud, and [?] 
[?] without a speck 
The dazzling splendor 

of the sun below, 
Philly came & shaved 

Charles, Mr Humphrey 
and wife called 

1882 
Thursday February 2 
another lovely day 
we tryed our tallow for 
candles. Eva called to see 
us, Eliza gone there 
to spend the evening. 
The storm tuesday night 
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prevented the N.Y. mails 
from reaching here last 
night, I hope it will come 
tonight and I shall hear 
from the dear ones on 
the other side as we 
sit here alone in the 
twilight, the moon shines 
in upon us bright & clear, 
we think of our darling 
in far off Egypt, pursuing 
his never satisfied quest 
for knowledge, and say 
will all this travel & toil 
ever amount to anything 
more than present 
satisfaction 

1882 
Friday February 3 
Cooler but pleasant. 
Mrs Burleigh came 
from Providence yesterday 
to visit her friends here, 
and then go to Acushnet 
to visit her sister Mrs 
Sally Wilbour 

1882 
Saturday February 4 
Cloudy with signs of snow 

1882 
Sunday February 5 
It snowed all night 
and the wind blew a 
gale this morning the 
roads are blocked up 
in some places the 
drifts are five or six 
feet high. our neighbor 
George Seabury came 
over the top of the walls 
to bring our last nights 
mail, and went to 
Franks got us some 
milk, brought a letter 
from Zoe, they are having 
a very gay winter in 
Paris. I am afraid a 
poor preparution to 
meet the inevitable 
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struggle of after Life 

1881 
Monday February 6 
The snow drifted in 
to every crack & crevice 
men are out trying 
to open the road, but 
the snow blows so 
it is a herculean task 

1882 
Tuesday February 7 
Pleasant over head 
hard at work, against 
our orchard it is piled 
up higher than the walls 
I finished a letter to 
Victor and copied the 
marriage certificate 
of my Great Grandfather 
John Borden he married 
the widow Russell of 
Dartmouth Mass "ye 
third month commonly 
called May [?] 
1732" 

1882 
Wednesday February 8 
Fine weather 
Ruth Buleighs our 
neighbor Abby Wilbour 
her daughter & granddaughter 
dined with us. 

1882 
Thursday February 9 
Last night Charles had a 
severe attack of diarrhea 
which prostrated him so 
that he is quite helpless 
to day, he is so heavy weig 
=hing about 200 that Eliza 
and I have much as we 
can do to wait on him 
got a letter from Linnie 
and copies of Edwins 
letters from Egypt 

1882 
Friday February 10 
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Charles is some better 
today but very helpless 
Isaac came to see him. 
George Seabury came & 
did some things for 
us, the snow has melted 
some tonight it is blow= 

=ing 
up cooler also received 
from Linnie two news 
papers containing very 
complimentary notices 
of Edwin, The French 
papers call him the 
Celebrated American 
Egyptologist. 

1882 
Monday February 13 
Cloudy, rained in the 
afternoon Eliza ironed, 
George Gray & wife called 
on their way home from 
the funeral of Mary Burgess 
How strange it will 
seem to have other occup= 
=ants in that house, it 
has been the home of the 
Burgess's for 80 years, 
on that spot our Uncle 
Peter T. Burgess & his 
wife Pamelia who 
was the daughter of 
John Bailey, reared 
their family of 7 sons 
and 5 daughters 
all grew to mans & 
womanhood & married 

1882 
Tuesday February 14 
a lovely warm pleasant 
day, the snow is going 
rapidly Charles is gaining 
Ruth & Abby called, 

1882 
Wednesday February 15 
very fine day 
smoked the hams 

r 
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1882 
Thursday February 16 
Cloudy made mince 
pies William Richmond 
came to borrow the 
Genealogical Dictionary, 
his Father now 82 years 
old, is looking up the 
early Richmonds 

1882 
Friday February 17 
Pleasant over head 
but dreadfully muddy 
Isaac Brownell called 
did up the Saturday 
work 

1882 
Saturday February 18 
very Pleasant morning 
but coldy Eliza went 
to West Island, Isaac c. 
made a long call 

1882 
Sunday February 19 
Cloudy, moderated & 
snowed in the afternoo 

=n 
Eliza came home at 
night, wet & cold, we 
kept house alone, got 
along very well, 
Isaac & Amelia rode down 
after meeting, she is 
going to Boston the 
first of the week, Frank 
Brownell died in 
Providence last friday 
of creeping paralysis 
leaves a wife who was 
Dennis Grinnell daughter 
and one child that 
is deaf & dumb 

1882 
Monday February 20 
Pleasant thawy 
Charles Howland 
came to see us he is 
just home from Brook= 
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=lyn N.Y. where he has 
been staying some time 
with his daughter Mrs 
Beebee, he carried me 
to the Common got a 
supply of groceries 
Gray Wilbour came 
& bought the old lumber 
waggon gave 3 $ for it 

1882 
Tuesday February 21 
Very cold storm of rain 
and sleet, we braided 
husks for a mat 

1882 
Wednesday February 22 
Cleared away 
Frank Brownell was 
buried to day the Odd 
Fellows of seacconet Lodge 
attending & paying expences 

1882 
Thursday February 23 
Pleasant but very 
slippery, I sewed on 
the mat, Eliza made 
cookies 

1882 
Friday February 24 
Cloudy in the morning 
Eliza washed and went 
to John's and spent the 
evening heard that 
Nathaniel Church had 
had a fit, I saw him 
monday he looked 
very feeble & sunken 
he is 80 years old 

1882 
Saturday February 25 
a nice day Isaac 
called, and brought 
me the interest on my 
govt Bond 3 1/2 per cents 
it seems small but 
better than nothing 
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1882 
Sunday February 26 
Fair weather I wrote 
to Lizzie Wood & Zoe 

1882 
Monday February 27 
Cloudy & muddy Eliza 
went to Johns for a pattern 
and to the Common with 
the girls. Charles had a 
pain in his side which 
troubled him a goodeal 

1882 
Tuesday February 28 
Pleasant Charles Howland 
came down and fixed 
the barn floor, Otis Brown 
cut the dead tree by the 
gate & cut it up, 

1882 
March 1 Wednesday 
rained very muddy 
The trouble in Charles's 
side dont bother him 
quite so bad, he is taking 
balm of Gilead buds 
Extract in milk 

1882 
Thursday March 2 
Pleasant Eliza cut 
my plaid dress, I see 
by the paper, that Jonathan 
P. Gifford an old friend 
of Emily's is dead 75 years 
old 

1882 
Friday March 3 
a nice day for March. 
blew up cooler at night 
threatens to freeze 
my dress progresses 
I have done what I 
could to give Eliza time 
to sew on it, my eyes 
have failed me about 
sewing 
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1882 
Saturday March 4 
The date brings to mind 
the inaugeration of President 
Garfield & the many sad 
and stirring events that 
have taken place since 
It is hard work to be 
reconciled to his being 
taken from us in the way 
he was, but it was the 
way to bring the nobleness 
of his character fully 
before the American 
people. 

1882 
Sunday March 5 
very pleasant morning 
The ground has settled 
very much, many went 
to Church 12 were 
taken to the Congregation 
=al Church, mostly 
very young persons. 
at night it clouded 
up threatening a storm 
The Tribune tells us 
Roscoe Conkling has 
been nominated by 
President Arthur 
and confirmed by the 
Senate as Justice of 
the Supreme Court 
of the United States 
Charles thinks it a 
great mistake 

1882 
Monday March 6 
The storm came on this 
morning, the washing 
is done; but the drying 
must wait for pleasant 
weather. I have been 
reading an account of . 
the funeral of Dr. H.W. Bellows 
of New York, amid memori= 
=al services in many 
other places, all appear 
to feel "that a great man 
has fallen," and the Unit= 
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=arian denomination has 
sustained an irreparible 
loss. 

1882 
Tuesday March 7 
Pleasant morning 
The clothes were out early 
and dried & ironed 
I sewed on my peticoat 
for Kansas I have two 
underway, I want to 
do what I can, for the 
time that I shall have 
to work is swiftly passing 

1882 
Wednesday March 8 
Cold & clear, Eliza went 
to her brothers to spend the 
day, Charles had a tooth 
ache last night, Charles 
Howland took it out this 
morning, Amelia called 
this afternoon, had a 
very pleasant visit. 
Isaac called in the fore= 
noon 

1882 
Thursday March 9 
a regular March wind 
Col Church buried 
today, come up to 
snow at noon, rained 
toward night 

1882 
Friday March 10 
cleared up this morn= 
=ing Clara Seabury 
called spent the evening 
Charles has felt better 
since his stump was 
out 

1882 
Saturday March 11 
Pleasant but muddy 
Charles Howland 
took me to see aunt 
Mary she has got thro 
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the winter better than 
I expected. Our deaf 
and dumb niece took 
tea with us and spent 
the evening 

1882 
Sunday March 12 
Cloudy morning, 
rained in the afternoon 
Mr Peckham & Philly 
Herbert made a long call 
Charles is not feeling as 
well as he has for a few 
days past 

1882 
Monday March 13 
Quite Pleasant morning 
blew up cold at night 
Charles Howland and 
Isaac called in the 
morning, we had a 
wearisome night, I 
did not sleep much 
neither did Charles 
George Seabury came 
over & got the wood 
into the wood house 

1882 
Tuesday March 14 
real cold, froze hard 
last night, we had a 
better night, Charles 
slept considerable, 
at the Town Council 
yesterday there was a 
goodeal of talk over 
Dr Cowan's account 
as gaurdian for Dennis 
Grinnel, & also about 
Mary Burgess's will, 
George Snell came in, 
in the evening 

1882 
Wednesday March 15 
very pleasant day 
Charles is better 
Eliza went to John Bone's 
to spend the evening. 
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1882 
Thursday March 16 
Cloudy morning 
snowed in the afternoon 

1882 
Friday March 17 
Cleared with real 
march wind Amelia 
called, this is Edwin's 
birthday; 49 years old. 

1882 
Saturday March 18 
The wind continues 
and threatens a storm 
Isaac called & told us 
something of the doings 
of the Court of Probate 
last monday, Mary W. 
Burgess's will, is the 
neighbourhood talk, 
a great fuss over a 
small matter. 

1882 
Sunday March 19 
Pleasant day 
Eliza went to West Island 
we passed the day alone 
I wrote to Emily 

1882 
Monday March 20 
Pleasant the birds begin to 
sing, the wild geese are on 
the wing for their summer 
quarters 

1882 
Tuesday March 21 
Snowed in the morning 
some young people come 
ing in the evening 
William Oliver Wilbour 
and Otis Brown called 
had a lively talk over 
the will case 

1882 
Wednesday March 22 
Ground white this morn= 
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=ing I put on the wicks 
for the candles, Stephen 
Howland & wife called 
Lizzie McFarland 
took dinner with us. 
Eliza has gone down 
there tonight 
Gideon Gifford called 
I gave him five dollars 
for the Kansas sufferers 
by the heavy spring 
freshets which have 
been very destructive 
this year 

1882 
Thursday March 23 
Froze last night 
no news from over 
the sea in a long time 
I try to believe the 
saying, "no news is good 
news " 

1882 
Friday March 24 
warmer made the 
candles, Abby called 
in the afternoon. 
friend David Howland 
of Dartmouth had an 
attack of paralysis last 
monday night 

1882 
Saturday March 25 
Pleasant George Gray 
made a long call in 
this forenoon Isaac 
came in the afternoon 
and entertained us 
by a lively description 
of the doings & sayings 
in the settlement of 
the Mary Burgess, will 
case, the will was con= 
=tested by the gaurdian 
of the adopted son, 
but the Court of Probate 
decided unanimously 
in its favor, the 
contestants declared 
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they should appeal 
the case to the Supreme 
Court, but in a few 
days they made a back 
down & gave up all 
opposition. 

1882 
Sunday March 26 
Cold we spent the 
day alone, Frank 
came in the evening 

1882 
Monday March 27 
Cloudy morning, 
Rained toward night, 
George Snell spent the 
evening with us. 

1882 
Tuesday March 28 
Rained in the morning 
cleared toward night 
Eva called. It is 29 
years to day since I 
came to live in this 
house. Now many of 
our Neighbours and 
relatives have passed 
away. we are all except 
Brother Ezra that remain, 
of the generation we 
belong to, our time 
must be short 

1882 
Wednesday March 29 
very pleasant, our old 
friends Isaiah and Han= 
=nah Snell came to see 
us, for forty years, they 
have been true & faithful 
through good & evil 
report they have stood 
by us in many an 
emergency their aid 
has been invaluable. 
Charles Howland and & 
Isaac called, they are 
trying to help Aunt 
Harriet Sisson out of 
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the trouble she is involved 
in, in consequence 
of her husbands being 
bondsman for Henry 
T. Sisson he has proved 
himself a thorough 
bred rascal, got a letter 
from Zoe, Edwin leaves 
Egypt the first of 

April. 

1882 
Thursday March 30 
Showery but cleared 
up at night, I have 
written to Zoe, Charles 
seems more feeble the 
last two days, Eliza 
went to James McFarlands 
to call this afternoon 
Poet Longfellow is dead. 
how many of the gene= 
=ration we belong to have 
died since 82 came 
in, he was 75 years old, 
his name & fame as a 
poet is spread far & 
wide through his writ= 
=ings 

1882 
Friday March 31 
Very cold 
Otis Brown came to put 
up wall and do other 
things, which are always 
to do in the spring 

1882 
Saturday April 1 
A cloudy cheerless day, 
I dont feel well as usual 
usual, I am afraid the 
March blues have only 
defered their visit till 
April 

1882 
Sunday April 2 
a pleasant day, Had 
many callers, wrote to 
my old school mate 
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George W. C. Little, we were 
at school together in 
the winter of 1814 & 15 
in the old school house 
that stood about half 
way from the corner to 
where the old Church 
house stands, then occu 
=pied by Joshua Wilbour 
now be his grandnephew 
Benjamin Wilbours. 
George was then an orphan 
put out till he was 16, 
when he reached that 
age, he went to Charles= 
=town Mass. to learn a trade 
by his good conduct, he won 
the confidence of his master 
and the love of his only child 
a daughter, married her & 
is now a wealthy & respected 
citizen of that place. He 
recently sent me his Photog= 
=raph and a very kind letter 

1882 
Monday April 3 
Pretty good day 
Otis Brown came to work 
I staid out with him 
much of the day, we 
did lots of things 

1882 
Tuesday April 4 
Cloudy & chilly 
I feel tired & stiff in 
consequence of my days 
work yesterday, but I 
have put out two 
yellow willows on the 
south side of the road 
east of the Barn, if they 
grow, they will make a 
pretty addition to 
those allready in the 
road and orchard 

1882 
Wednesday April 5 
Cold & cheerless, looks 
more like march than 
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April, Today is Election 
day all over the state. 
we have a new Town 
House, The freeman 
met in the old Hall 
and adjourned to the 
new House. The Congre= 
=gational minister opened 
the meeting with a 
prayer Isaac C. Wilbour 
read an historical account 
of the old House, com= 
=piled from the records 
of the Town, which is 
to be printed 

1882 
Thursday April 6 
Cloudy rained at night 
Eliza & I went to the 
Commons, The horse had 
not been harnessed since 
January 

1882 
Friday April 7 
Cleared away 
The young people had a 
dance at Andrew Sea= 
=burys 

1882 
Saturday April 8 
Pleasant but cool 
one quarter of the 
month gone and very 
little green grass or 
other signs of spring 
Eliza wrote to Zoe 

1882 
Sunday April 9 
Cloudy This day is 
but a repetition of 
most of our Sabbaths 
we sit in our loneliness 
and read 

1882 
Monday April 10 
This morning the 
ground is white with 
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snow, but the promise 
remains, good "seed 
time and harvest 
shall not fail." 

1882 
Tuesday April 11 
Very chilly and 
cheerless, we cant do 
much but try to keep 
warm, my eyes fail 
so I can hardly see 
to write got a letter 
from Sarah, hope to see 
her soon 

1882 
Wednesday April 12 
Thermometer down 
to 26, rheumatism 
racks the joints Charles 
is very stiff and lame 
sometimes I feel almost 
discouraged, we are so 
threatened with a 
helpless old age, and 
no one to depend on 
I will try to live one 
day at a time and let 
the morrow take thought 
for it self 

1882 
Thursday April 13 
Very chilly but not so 
freezing Eliza and I 
went to the Common 
got a letter from 
Linnie bring the 
sad news of the death 
of Ida Greely Smith, 
daughter of Horace 
Greely, sad indeed, she 
leaves three little chil= 
=dren, the youngest a 
month old. Linnie 
will miss her very 
much they have known 
each other from child= 
=hood 
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1882 
Friday April 14 
warmer seems a little 
spring like, Maryann 
Austin, her daughter 
and Grandaughter 
are visiting her mother 
had our horse & waggon 
to make some calls 
today. The conference 
is ended & Mr Humph 
=rey is to stay another 
year 

1882 
Saturday April 15 
Pleasant Eliza gone to 
West Island Linnie 
wrote "I send you a 
fresh batch of Papa's 
letters" but they dont 
come, I shall be very 
sorry to lose them 

1882 
Sunday April 16 
Very pleasant. my 
Edwin's letters dont 
come, I must see the 
Postmaster see if he 
can do any thing 
about it. I expected 
Sarah today but she 
dont come. I wrote 
to Linnie about 
the letters 

1882 
Monday April 17 
another pleasant day 
Isaac & Amelia 
called, brought the 
paper which he got 
for me, to put on my 
winter and summer 
rooms, Eliza washed 
and ironed, so as to 
be ready to past it on. 

1882 
Tuesday April 18 
Still dry & pleasant 
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got a letter from Zoe 

1882 
Wednesday April 19 
Very pleasant morning 
Eliza papered the north 
room, Sarah and her 
boys came down, 
toward night it came 
up to rain very 
suddenly, so that 
she had to stay all 
night 

1882 
Thursday April 20 
Cleared away 
Sarah went home in 
the morning. Eliza 
cleaned the parlor 

1882 
Friday April 21 
Cold but grew warmer 
quite a spring day 

1882 
Saturday April 22 
more spring like 
rode to the Common 
got some meal, corn 
and meal are very 
high a dollar and 
five cents a bushel 

1882 
Sunday April 23 
Cooler ice made last 
night. wrote to Emily 
had several callers 
in the evening 

1882 
Monday April 24 
Very cold, ice a quarter 
of an inch thick 
neighbour Peckham 
called 

1882 
Tuesday April 25 
warmer Isaac Brownell 
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came to paint the house 
Tis is my father's birth 
day, born 1763, died 
October 4, 1839 

1882 
Wednesday April 26 
Quite pleasant 
John Church called 
he is 88 years of age 
and wonderfully 
smart, his grandfather 
Ebenezer Church lived 
to be a hundred years 
old, the only person I 
ever knew attain that 
age in this town, the 
many reached 90 and 
over, we now have 
a dozen or more over 
80. 

1882 
Thursday April 27 
A heavy cold storm 
it is bad for the paint 
which was put on yester= 
day, got a letter from 
Zoe 

1882 
Friday April 28 
Hard weather 
The rain washed 
the paint down on 
the glass & such a 
job as Eliza & I had 
to clean it off 

1882 
Saturday April 29 
Quite Pleasant 
The painters came 
and finished, yellow 
washed the north 
end 

1882 
Sunday April 30 
Cool weather 
nothing worth putting 
down 
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1882 
Monday May 1 
Still cool weather 
The same old story 
Monday washing 
day we go on so one 
day like another 
what can I say that 
is worth saying 

1882 
Tuesday May 2 
Cold as it is the 
dandelions came 
out, a terrible 
searching wind 
Brother Ezra's 

1 oldest daughter 
Amanda died in 
Brooklyn Sunday 
the remains were 
brought Fall River 
today to be buried 
with her first husband 
Augustus Shaw 
who died at the 
south during the 
war 

1882 
May 3 Wednesday 
Frost last night 
Eliza is house 
cleaning Charles 
is so lame I get very 
tired waiting on 
him, and trying 
to do some house 
work 

1882 
Thursday May 4 
No better weather 
Isaac brought our 
dividends from 
New Bedford, got 
a letter from Emily 
she is coming this 
way next Monday 
Eliza cleaned my 
bedroom 
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1882 
Friday May 5 
Cold still 
got a package of 
Edwins letters from 
Linnie. I rode to see 
my old friend Mrs 
Deborah Brownell 
she is now 84 
years old, a cripple 
and very lonely 

1882 
Saturday May 6 
Cold easterly wind 
Eliza papered the 
winter room 

1882 
Sunday May 7 
The sun shines but 
the air feels as if it 
came over snow 
banks, I have to keep 
fire as in winter 
wrote to Zoe 

1882 
Monday May 8 
Warmer I went to 
the Common Called 
on Mrs Borden she is 
a dear good woman 
I always enjoy her 
company 

1882 
Tuesday May 9 
Quite pleasant 
This is my birthday 
I am 78 years old 
I have much to be 
thankful for, I retain 
the use of my seven 
senses remarkably well, 
my limbs are quite 
limber, I can walk to 
see my neighbours, 
my hand is steady 
enough to hold the pen 
so I can write to my 
friends, of whom I 
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have many, they are 
all very kind, The 
earnings of our earlier 
years enable us to pay 
our way as we go, so 
that we can say "I owe 
no man any thing, but 
love and good will 
Stephen Howland 
came & did many 
small jobs. 

1882 
Wednesday May 10 
Cloudy & chilly 
we put down the carpet 
and settles the East 
room Isaac called it 
his birthday 52 years 
old, his father my only 
and dear brother 
died before he was 
53, in January 1848 
neither of my sisters 
arrived to 50, and 
here am I, almost 
eighty. Amelia gave 
me a dozen nice 
napkins for my birth 
=day 

1882 
Thursday May 11 
a northeaster cold 
enough for March 
Eliza is finishing 
the cleaning house 
up stairs 

1882 
Friday May 12 
The northeaster holds on 
we put down the carpet 
in the east room & settled 
the things I got a letter 
from Emily saying she 
will come tomorrow, 
one of Edwin's from 
Linnie, and an invitation 
to the Suffrage festival 
in Boston on the 30 
of may. I went to the 
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Common & to Charles 
Howland's got a table 
call at Edwards & Isaac's 

1882 
Saturday 13 
the wind is still north 
east Frank Kirby & 
wife brought Emily 

1882 
Sunday May 14 
Dull, some rain 
Frank went home 

1882 
Monday May 15 
Rained 
I went to the common 
got Flour & to Isaac's & 
got meal & corn 
George & Ruth came 
home 

1882 
Tuesday May 16 
Pleasant 
George Snell came 
planted the garden, 
washed & oiled the 
harness &c, &C, I worked 
all day, got very tired 

1882 
Wednesday May 17 
a northeaster cold and 
wet 

1882 
Thursday May 18 
The same as yesterday 
no weather to get out 
so we have Emily all 
to ourselves, 

1882 
Friday May 19 
A dry northeaster 
Amelia made a 
long call, she gave me 
a dozen napkins for 
my birthday present 
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hemed and marked 
and some poetry 
which expressed 
much kind feeling 

1882 
Saturday May 20 
A pouring rain 
Emily has been here 
a week and has not 
been out of the door 
yard I never knew 
such a cold back 
ward May 

1882 
Sunday May 21 
a little more mild 
some sunshine 
we expected Albert 
Kirby to come for 
Emily, but he did 
not, Eliza had a letter 
from Zoe, Edwin is 
home from Egypt 
Mary French called 
in the afternoon 
George Seabury came 
in to say Good bye 
he is going menhaden 
fishing 

1882 
Monday May 22 
Quite warm and 
sunny Eliza carried 
Emily to Adamsville 
blew up chilly 
at night Charles 
Howland called 

1882 
May 24 
a cold rain storm 

1882 
Wednesday May 24 
cleared up cold 
ice in some places. 
There is a large spot 
on the sun's face, 
and a comet is just 
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appeared, I wonder 
if these have an 
affect in the weather 
or is the North Pole 
swinging round 
toward us, some say 
this land was once 
covered with glaciers 
and may be it will 
be again I went to 
the common paid 
for the flour, got the 
mail, heard they have 
a daughter at John 
Sisson's 

1882 
Thursday May 25 
Cold & rainy 
The ground is so cold 
and wet vegetation 
cannot come forward 
many seeds that 
are planted are 
rotting, especially 
potatoes 

1882 
Friday May 26 
Quite pleasant 
Eliza has cleaned the 
closet, and gone to 
her brother Johns 
Charles dont gain 
any, and I have too 
many aches & weak 
places to be comfort= 
=able 

1882 
Saturday May 27 
Speckled weather 
we cleared up the wood 
house closet and some 
outdoors, such work 
is really behind in 
consequence of the cold 
and wet 

1882 
Sunday May 28 
Foggy in the morning 
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we spent the day as 
usual, read the papers 
and rested as best we 
could, for we had 
a broken night Charles 
was so restless & wakeful 
was up three times, 
and to day is more 
helpless than usual 

1882 
Monday May 29 
rained in the morning 
we cleaned up the 
barn and crib and 
picked up things 
about the house 

1882 
Tuesday May 30 
we have been busy 
doing some last things 
of spring clearing up 
Charles loses appetite 
and strength 

1882 
Wednesday May 31 
a pleasant day 
Eliza went to the Post 
Office at night, I atte 
=mpted to get Charles 
to bed as usual, he seemed 
very weak, when we got 
to the bedside he sank 
down in spite of my 
efforts to keep him up, 
I called in two of my 
neighbours who helped 
lift him up and undress 
and put him on the 
bed, he had a restless 
night, his mind was 
weak and wandering 

1882 
Thursday June 1 
we got Charles up in 
a chair by the bedside 
and made the bed, 
but he was too weak 
to attempt to walk 
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1882 
Friday June 2 
Charles fails every 
day, to night we lifted 
him on to the bed, 
he did not appear to 
be conscious of what 
we were doing, George 
Snell watched with 
him Lizzie and Nancy 
were here in the after= 
noon, and helped Eliza 
about some things, 

1882 
Saturday June 3 
I got up a half past 
2 A.M. George said 
he rallied a little about 
midnight and spoke, 
in the morning he 
knew me and talked 
some brokenly I sent 
for Cousin Stephen 
Howland to stay with 
me, he came in the 
afternoon, many 
friends called 

1882 
Sunday June 4 
Cousin Stephen watched 
with Charles, I got up at 
4 oclock, he was evidently 
sinking, he did not open 
his eyes or speak or move 
his hands, but swallowed 
the drink I gave him 
frequently untill about 
6 P.M. when after a 
few heavy breaths and 
a slight contraction of 
the muscles of the fore= 
=head life was extinct, 
and I was left to bear 
its burdens alone, 
how long time only 
can tell 

1882 
Monday June .5 
very pleasant morning 
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there are many things 
to attend to which 
keep the mind as 
well as the hands 
busy, so there is little 
time to think, kind 
friends releave me 
of many cares, got a 
letter from Edwin 
and one from Zoe 
Edwin has always 
commenced his letters 
"rather & Mother," how 
sad it will seem to 
him to say Mother 
only. 

1882 
Tuesday June 6 
Rained in the afternoon 
my Niece Emily Brow 
=nell her Brotherin law 
Stephen Kirby & wife & 
my Grandaughter & 
her Husband came 
many others may 
come tomorrow 
I wrote to Edwin 

1882 
Wednesday June 7 
a pleasant day 
we had our nearest 
relatives and a few of 
our most intimate friends 
to sit with us while 
Mr Hayward of Fall= 
River a Unitarian 
minister, read some 
appropriate selections 
offered some very 
sympathetic remarks 
and prayer, then 
we comitted the Oust 
to Dust, as we had the 
Spirit to God who gave 
it, 

1882 
Thursday June 8 
Pleasant my Grand= 
daughter left for her 
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home in New York City 
intending to come again 
in a few weeks for a 
longer stay 

1882 
Friday June 9 
another pleasant day 
Eliza went out to 
help a friend, Emily 
and I kept the house 
Maria Brownell called 
to see her, and the 
methodist minister 
called on me 

1882 
Saturday June 11 
Cloudy morning 
I carried Emily to 
Adamsville on her 
way back to New Bedford 
called to see Aunt 
Mary on my way home 
she does not suffer as 
much as in times past 
but looks very thin & 
worn, I dont think 
she would weigh 
more than seventy 
five pounds it rained 
a little before I reached 
home, 

1882 
Sunday June 11 
It rained very hard 
last month and today 
it is a dull northeaster 
It seems very lonely 
I miss the frequent call 
for "Sarah", His increasing 
infirmities, demanding 
constant attention, 
I have not left home 
except business called 
for many months 
For nearly 55 years 
we have walked side 
by side on the journey 
of Life. Very soon I 
too shall pass the covered 
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bridge and take up 
whatever work is 
alloted me in the 
long Hereafter. 
some friends called 

1882 
Monday June 12 
very pleasant day 
got a letter from Linnie 
she got home well, 
also a letter from my 
dear friend Diana Wood 
of Fall River, full of 
love & sympathy, she 
has been a widow many 
years, she is a Sweden= 
=borgian in belief, and 
posseses all the loveable 
traits of that denomination 

1882 
Tuesday June 13 
another pleasant day 
we ironed and did 
many clearing up 
chores, got a letter from 
Lydia Beebee Charles 
Howlands daughter 
who lives in Brooklyn 

1882 
Wednesday June 14 
Fair day I rode to the 
Commons, Amelia went 
with me 

1882 
Thursday June 15 
Pleasant weather 
Eliza went to Fall River 
George Snell hawed 
the garden, Charles How 
=land spent most of the 
day with me, he is not 
well, a trouble in his 
head bothers him a 
goodeal 
Eliza got some very 
handsome cloth to 
make her a dress 

39 



1882 
Friday June 16 
The warmest day of the 
season I rode up to 
see Aunt Mary, with 
Frank and his mother 

1882 
Saturday June 17 
Quite warm today 
I hoped to get a line 
from Emily, but did 
not, I am afraid she 
over taxed herself 
when she was here 

1882 
Sunday June 18 
Foggy I rode up to see 
Aunt Mary with George 
Snell, she is very feeble 

1882 
Monday June 19 
I started to see David 
Wilbour who is sick 
with erysipilas but 
found he was so sick 
he could not have 
company, went to the 
Common it thundered 
and threatened to rain 
I hurried home 
Mary Ann Howland 
called makeing coll= 
=ections for a strawbery 
festival I gave her fifty 
cents. 

1882 
Tuesday June 20 
Cool northerly wind 
I have been up to 
Cynthia Pearces to have 
a basque cut, carried 
Mrs Borden to see aunt 
Mary, they have been 
firm friends for many 
years, Mrs Borden 
is not well, all the 
old friends bear me 
company down the 
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hill, the nearer the foot 
the faster we go, I git 
me some slippers 

1882 
Wednesday June 21 
Clear dry weather 
Did many little things 
vegetation comes 
forward quite fast, 
it is indeed bright 
and leafy June 

1882 
Thursday June 22 
Pleasant went to Jhons 
McFarlands for a 
couple of hours, they 
showed us the house, 
it is finished with 
every convenience, 
But it made me feel 
sad, when I thought of 
Mrs Bundy, she had 
anticipated so much 
pleasure & comfort 
in her seaside home, 
and only a few days 
before she was coming to spend 
the summer in it, was 
stricken with heart 
disease & died in a 
few hours. 

1882 
Friday June 23 
still dry & pleasant 
I rode up to see 
David he is some 
better but suffers a 
goodeal now, Amelia 
went with me, we 
rode to the Common 
Oh I have made a 
mistake, it was wedn= 
=esday I went to Jhons, 
and thursday to Davids 
this day Jhon had 
the waggon to go to 
Fall River, and Eliza 
and I went to the 
Post Office in the 
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express waggon, 
which set us up quite 
high 

1882 
Saturday June 24 
very warm 
Isaac rode to the 
Common with me, we 
went to see the monum= 
=ent put up yesterday 
to perpetuate the mem= 
=ory of Elizabeth Pabodie 
the daughter of Jhon 
Alden and the first 
white female child 
born after the arrival 
of the Mayflower at 
Plymouth, it is a great 
satisfaction to me to 
know that the thing 
is done, I have had 
it on my mind 35 
years, I started a sub= 
=scription for the 
purpose in 1847, 
but was not able to 
awaken much interest 
in the subject, let it drop 
two years ago I moved 
again with better succ= 
=ess. 

1882 
Sunday June 25 
Cloudy I am staying 
quietly at home today 
Eliza has gone to ride, 
Clara Seabury with her 

1882 
Monday June 26 
Sunny & dry 
I rode to the Common 
Called to see David, 
is some better but far 
from well, went to the 
Doctors got some medi= 
=cine which I hope will 
brase me up a little 
got a letter from Edwin 
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1882 
Tuesday June 27 
still dry 
I got up early, wrote 
to Edwin hope he 
will get it before he 
decides about coming 
over. The Elizabeth 
Pabodie monument 
attracts much attention 
in the news papers 
in praise of it 

1882 
Wednesday June 28 
Pleasant 
I feel so weak and 
worn out, I cant get up 
courage to do much 
Otis Brown mowed the 
orchard 

1882 
Thursday June 29 
Dry & dusty 
I have not been out 
today, Eliza went to the 
Post Office, only got a 
newspaper, did some 
little jobs sewing. 
George Snell hoed 
the garden, put 
Paris Green on the 
potatoe vines. 

1882 
Friday June 30 
Pleasant morning 
Charles Howland 
came down early 
paid up the money 
he had three months 
ago. Clouded up 
in the afternoon, I 
rode to the Office 
rained a little before 
I got home 
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1882 
Saturday July 1 
Rained heavily last 
night and this morning 
I hear Charles Howland 
was sick after he left 
here yesterday, his head 
had not been right for 
some time, I have been 
afraid it would prove 
to be something serious 
Foggy just at night 
but I went to see Charles 
he is better today, 
went to the Office got 
a letter from Zoe 

1882 
Sunday July 2 
very pleasant 
rode up to see aunt 
Mary she is failing 
slowly but surely. 

1882 
Monday July 3 
Pleasant 
I rode out with 
Isaac in the forenoon 
in the afternoon went 
to the Common, called 
at Isaac's and paid 
up what I gave my 
self for the Elizabeth 
Peabodie monument 
I feel very thankful 
that I have lived to 
see it in place, I 
have talked for it I 
and worked for it 

I 
and feel amply 
repaid for all I have 
done. 

1882 
Tuesday July 4 
Quite pleasant 
I have settled with 
Eliza and paid her 
the twenty five dollars 
Charles asked me 
to give her after he 
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was gone 

1882 
Wednesday July 5 
a very rainy day 
our neighbour 
Mrs Carton has got 
a felon on her thumb 
from which she suffers 
untold agony, she 
has only slept one hour 
during four nights 
George Snell staid 
the day with me, we 
cleared out the wood 
house chamber 

1882 
Thursday July 6 
Cleared away very 
pleasant, George 
staid to day and mow 
=ed the roadside Got 
a letter from Edwin 
and Zoe, he feels very 
sad, he expected to see 
his father, never dream 
=ing that he would pass 
away before he should 
come, indeed I had 
not thought untill 
within three days of 
the time, that the end 
was so near 
wrote to Linnie 

1882 
Friday July 7 
very pleasant 
I rode out called on 
Mrs Brownell, Mrs 
Borden, Aunt Mary, 
and went to Mrs Pearces 
got my basque got me 
a pair of slippers 

1882 
Saturday July 8 
another Pleasant day 
went to see Nancy 
her hand does not 
pain her quite as bad 
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but she is very much 
worn out with sleep= 
=lessness, and walking 
the house night after 
night 

Friday July 14, 1882 
my son arrived 
today after being 
seperated for eight 
years, the joy of mee= 
=ting may be imagined 
his daughters Linnie 
and Zoe came with 
him, the rest of the 
family are in Paris 

Tis very sad for him 
to find his Fathers 
chair empty 

Friday August 31, 1882 
after a stay of seven 
weeks, (so filled with 
other cares and duties 
that it left no time 
for writing) Edwin 
& Zoe left for New York 
to sail in the Germaine 
September 2nd for 
Liverpool, It is hardly 
probable that we shall 
meet again, but I try 
to banish such thoughts· 
he goes to his family 
and his work, there 
is nothing here to occupy 
a mind like his, I 
stay to do what I can 
for myself & others, I do 
not know any way of 
being really 

1882 
September 20th 
Linnie & her 
husband left here 
today, Eliza is away 
sick and I am left 
alone on the house 
I have some one 
to sleep here most 
of the time, when 

46 



they fail I slep with 
Nancy 

1882 
October 10th 
I am going to shut 
up the first of Nov 
and am thinking 
how to get all things 
straitened to leave 
Edwin & Zoe had 
a delightful passage 
over the Ocean, found 

all well, I have been 
to New Bedford to see 
my neice Lucia Brow 
nell, now Ayers. she 
is a dear good woman 
so like her father, has 
a good Husband and 
two well trained chi 
=ldren 

1882 
November 1 
after doing many 
things, having the wall 
new set on the south 
side of the road from 
the ash tree to the barn 
and trees set out 
the garden nicely 
dug over and the Elm 
trees set there Carrie 
Brown has helped 
me about the house 
and Otis Brown & 
Stephen Howland 
done many things 
outdoors I locked 
up the house and 
went to my Nephew 
Isaac C. Wilbours 
he and his wife 
having kindly 
offered me a home 
for the winter 

1882 
November 20 
I went to Westport 
last Friday and 
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from there to New Bed 
=ford Saturday, had 
a nice visit with 
Emily 
Our old Neighbour 
John Church died 
Saturday night aged 
88 years 

December 9 Saturday 
Came back to my present 
home, after a pleasant 
visit with my friends 
at Westport. 
20th much preparation 
is being made for 
Christmas I was taught 
to consider all days so 
nearly alike that I do 
not enter into it with 
much enthusiasm 

26 Christmas has come 
and gone, the amount 
of presents that have come 
to this house especially 
to Willie is astonishing 
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January 1 1883 monday 
another year is past and 
a new one is ushered 
in, as lovely a day as 
ever a January sun 
shined on, what it 
will bring to me, is 
all unknown, be it 
sickness or health, 
Life or Death, may 
I meet whatever comes 
to me as dutiful child 
of a loving Father 

February 2 Friday 1883 
I rode down to brother Ezra 
found him dying, this 
is the fourth of the Cous 
=ins who have died 
within eight months 
Charles, Maryann Peirce 
the daughter of Uncle 
Peter Burgess, Samuel 
son of Uncle Thomas Bur 
=gess and brother Ezra 
Brother Henry is 
very feeble, his wife 
is feeble & blind, 
Ezra's widow is a 
cripple from rheum= 
=atism, I alone am 
able to be about, how 
long I shall be seems 
very uncertain, I feel 
the hand of Time 
bearing heavier day by 
day • 
I sent to Providence 
by Isaac for the Rhode 
Island Encyclopedia 
it is a big book, I think 
Edwin will be pleased 
Cost $15 

Thursday February 8, 1883 
We have buried 
Brother Ezra in the 
little cemetery where 
so many of our kindred 
lie and where we shall 
add to the number 
year by year I presented 
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the lot to the family 
as he did not feel 
able to buy one, when 
he was living, and 
they are no better 
able now he has left 
them the ground on 
the farm will be given 
up, the remains of 
those buried there 
brought up to the 
new ground. Edwin 
was very anxious to 
lay his Grandfather 
& Grandmother on 
the lot where his Father 
lay, now his wishes 
will be gratified 

Monday February 6 1883 
Last Monday I went 
to Fall river stopped 
all night at our nephews 
Philip H. Wilbour at 
Steep brook, the next day 
I went to brother Henrys 
he is very feeble in mind 
and body, his wife is 
blind and dreadfully 
bloated by dropsy 
I dont think I shall 
ever see them again 
alive, I came back to 
Fall River stopped with 
my neice Anna Kirby 
heard they have a son 
at Albert Kirbys 
collected my dividends 
came home Friday 
night in the stage 

Sunday March 11, 1883 
The time has come 
when the grasshopper 
is a burden and I 
shirk every thing that 
is not imperative 
Last Sunday I went 
to hear Mr Humphrey 
he has been here- -three 
years, I have heard 
him but this once, 
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it is such an effort 
for me to any where 
unless business calls 
for the last week I 
have been having a 
cold, the weather is 
very blustering March 
gales with cold and 
snow I have not heard 
from over the water 
for a month, many 
ships have been lost 
the mails may have 
gone with them. 

Saturday March 24 
The past week I have 
been on a visit to 
Sarah Hart Carr's in 
Tiverton she has a 
new house and is 
very comfortably 
situated, she lived 
with me 13 years, 
and never an unpleas= 
=ant word passed be= 
=tween us, she seems 
to me like a daughter 
her children call me 
Grandma and treat 
me most affectionately 
no news from over 
the sea or from N.Y. 
But I have plenty of 
work, in answering 
letters from various 
quarters in relation 
to the early history of 
the Wilbour family. 

March 27 1883 
my old friend 
Eleanor Sisson was 
buried to day, aged 
85 years, she and her 
sister ann were the 
only survivors of the 
first class of Methodist 
formed in the Town 
and I am the only 
one living who saw 
them baptised 62 
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years ago, except 
perhaps Valentine 
Simmons and his 
wife ann is living 
still, but too feeble 
to attend the funeral 
March 30 1883 
Got a letter from Edwin 
dated[?] March 5 

April 3 Tuesday 1883 
went to New Bedford 
by stage found the 
Church's very busy 
preparing to go to West 
Virginia to spend 
the summer with their 
brother, Isaac Brownell 
sailed for Europe, last 
Saturday in the Egypt 
from N.Y. Emilys 
home is broken up 
for the present. the new 
arrangement set her 
afloat for the present 

April 4 wednesday 1883 
went to the Banks 
for my dividends 
did a little shopping 
met Joseph Cornell & 
wife visited with Emily 
thursday 5 went to 
Friends Quarterly 
meeting, met Cousin 
Charles Howland 
he took me down to 
Dartmouth to see some 
Cousins found one 92 
years old, who was 
very glad to see me, 
we talked much of old 
times, both people and 
things, he did seem 
very glad to see me. 
his son and his family 
treated me with the 
most generous hospita 
=lity my Cousin Mary 
Inman was very sick 
h

. , 
which was a dissapoin= 
=tment to us both. 
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Friday Cousin Charles 
brought me home 

April 30, 1883 
The weather is very 
cold for the season 
snowed some yesterday 
I had expected to go 
home by the first of may 
but many things have 
happened to prevent 
The man & woman 
I most depended on 
to help me have failed 
me thus far in conseq 
=uence of sickness 
a man that was make 
some wall sprained his 
ancle and the most 
of my business has 
come to a stand still 
I went to Fall River 
last week got my 
dividend from the 
old Fall River bank 
got a letter from my 
Cousin Mary Inman 
she is very feeble 
Philip Chase & Stephen 
took down the wood 
house last week. 

May 2 
Charles Howland 
took one to Portsmouth 
I examined the friends 
records and found 
that the first Friends 
meeting House was 
built in 1702 it was 
the first house, built 
exclusively for worship 
in the Town, the other 
people had their meet 
=ing in the Town House 
untill they built in 
1724, the first Methodist 
house was built 1825 
Dora has gone to New York 
a wilbur in Rochester 
N.Y. wrote to us for 
information about 
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his ancestors, I sent 
a long letter. I have 
had seven written 
applications of that 
kind recently, 

Saturday May 5 1883 
Brother Henry's wife 
is buried to day. 
I went to see them 
in February, both 
very feeble, I thought 
when I left them it 
was a last good bye. 
she was a very dear 
good woman, I have 
had a sisters love for 
her ever since I knew 
her. Henry is very 
feeble he cannot long 
survive her. 
My Wilbour kinsman 
in Rochester N.Y. 
has sent me his 
picture 

Wednesday May 7, 1883 
This day I enter my 
eightieth year, I have 
lived more years than 
any one of my sisters 
or aunts, I hope with 
all my shortcomings 
(and I know they 
have been many) that 
the little world I have 
moved in, is not the worse 
for my living on it. 
A letter from Edwin 
says I arrived home 
yesterday April 4th 
he has spent three 
winters in Egypt, & 
and it seems to be 
his life work, I have 
had the wall on the north 
side of the road set and 
trees sat, now the founda= 
=tion is being laid for 
the new building 

Sunday May 20, 1883 
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Have been to see Mrs 
Deborah Brownell she is 
old and feeble, and sad 
85 last month. 
I don't feel well a 
pain about my side 
and shoulder has 
troubled me all day 
Amelia has gone to 
Providence to attend 
the funeral of her uncle 
Thomas French 
Dora is still in Brook= 
=lyn. Kate Wilbour has 
been to Washington, seen 
all the sights and got 
home, another of the old 
members of the M.E. 
Church is buried 
to day Martha Little, 
she lived with a drunk= 
=ard more than fifty years 
and suffered much 
I hope and trust she 
has found rest. 

Tuesday June 19, 1883 
I came back to my house 
the 28 of May. Emily 
came the same day & 
has been here since, we 
have enjoyed much 
being together, her brother 
Sylvester died the 9th 
of this month, a telegram 
from New York tells me 
Edwin and his family 
are there Carrie Brown 
and her boys are with 
me, we have been very 
busy had a porch built, 
the chimney repaired, 
the old crib taken down 
also the old wood house 
and a new building 
being put up in its place 

Saturday Sept 1 1883 
Edwin & his family 
left this morning for 
New York, they leave there 
the 5th for their home in 
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Paris, we have had a very 
busy summer, Edwin 
wants to make many 
changes and things are 
so stirred up it dont 
seem like the old Home 
The new building is 
finished the wall 
along the road is new 
set the door step to the 
old school houses (here 
I commenced and 
finished my education 
beginning with Betsy 
Briggs, and ending with 
Clark Wilbour) is built 
into the wall on the 
spot where the house 
stood, the heavy wall 
between the northwest 
and northeast lots is 
finished, the garden 
wall taken away 

Sunday October 28 1883 
Edwin & family are 
once more in their home 
across the Ocean and I 
have been here alone for 
two months, excepting 
carpenters outdoors & 
someone to sleep in the 
house. It is rather lonely 
especially evenings -- 
But I have had too many 
cares to afford time to 
sit down & cry over it 
we have clap boarded 
the north end of the house 
put on a piazza &  
smoothed down the 
garden and seeded 
it for a lawn made 
a new frame for the 
sink. The painter 
comes this week - 
I hope to close up 
before long and go 
to my winter house 
at Isaac's 

Thursday 
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November 1, 1883 
Cousin Charles Howland 
took me to Fall River, got 
my dividends at the Old 
Savings Bank, went 
to see Anna Kirby 
she had been sick the 
past Summer 
I have also been to 
Newbedford stopped 
a night with Emily 
at Mrs Fisher's, she is 
going to a new home 
the middle of this month 
and wants me to visit 
with her at Westport 
before that time, I see 
no way to do it, I got 
some material for a 
new dress Mary B 
will make it 

November 8, 1883 
The carpenters are still 
at work, the sleepers 
in the cellar are so 
rotten that the floors 
are settling, I think best 
to do all that seem need= 
=ful, while things are 
stirred up, so new 
Sleepers are being put 
in., we have newly 
papered the parlor the 
new plastering looks 
nice. the furniture 
is put back and the 
things tolerably well 
settled, when the work 
in the cellar and the 
outside painting is 
done I shall leave, George 
Seabury takes care of me 
brings me milk sleeps 
here and does many 
things about the house 
by way of clearing up 

Sunday November 18, 1883 
at last I have been able 
to close up at my home 
and get settled in my 
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winter quarters. my nerves 
are not so strong as they 
were a year ago, I left with 
many more misgivings 
as to the probability of 
my ever returning to 
the spot where for almost 
thirty years Charles and 
I walked together 
down the western path 
of life, There I watched 
his failing steps and did 
what I could to hold 
him up untill he sunk 
to rise no more 
I have had several 
letter from Edwin & 
Zoe they are so yet 
undecided as to the 
journey to Egypt this 
winter 

Sunday Dec 2 1883 
I have been busy the 
past week settling 
various matters and 
have written a Will 
for our neighbour 
Alden s. Simmons 
whose failing health 
admonishes him to set 
his house in order 
we have also had our 
Thanksgiving F.M. 
Patten of Boston the 
prospective sonin law 
was here for four days 
and the thing seems to 
be settled so far as the 
uncertainty of all future 
human events will 
admit. a letter from 
over the sea report "all 
well 

Sunday December 9th 1883 
Cloudy and warm 
we have had very warm 
weather with only three 
or four days when it was 
as unusually cold, these 
sadden and severe 
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changes take me up 
and let me down 
too often for comfort 
but I am on the whole 
in comfortable health 
letters from Edwin & Zoe 
say the same of them 
The past week I have 
had the remains of 
our Aunt Mary and 
Charles's father & mother 
and sisters removed 
to the new Cemetery 
Edwin is very anxious 
to have as many of his 
ancestors as he can 
get together lie there, 
and make it as far 
as possible a Wilbour 
burying place 
Friday February 1 1884 
I have been on a visit 
to my Friends in Westport 
four weeks at Albert c. 
Kirby's, two weeks at L. 
P. Kirby's and one week 
at Frank Kirby's, the wea= 
=ther has been very cold 
most of the time, but I have 
been comfortable, received 
many letters from my 
friends, spent two days 
with my neice Emily 
Brownell, and returned 
to my present stopping 
place last night, my 
letters from Paris say they 
have are having a gay 
winter, Edwin was to 
leave for Egypt about the 
20th of Jan. my old Friend 
Deborah Brownell died 
while I was away, Broth 
=er Henry Wilbour died 
the 21st December, the 
brothers have passed away 
near together Charles June 4th 
1882 Ezra February 1, 1883 
Henry December 21, 1883 

Saturday February 2 1884 
I find several tokens 
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of remembrance from 
my Grand Children 
awaiting my return. 
The family here welcome 
one cordially have got 
my room arranged 
for my comfort, 
I look out from my 
window, there is the 
same houses, the same 
Ocean rolling in on the 
banks my early foot= 
steps prest, but where 
are the feet that trod 
those paths with me 
70 years ago, Ah the most 
of them are mouldering in 
the dust, there may be 
one or two in the far 
west but of my own 
and my Husbands 
I alone am left 

Friday February 15 1883 
We have had but two 
sunny days since the 
month came in 
and those not very 
bright, foggy showery 
muddy has been the 
words every day, This 
afternoon the sun 
shines a little. such 
long spell of dull weath 
=er has a bad effect on me 
I am bilious my head 
is dizzy, my eyes dim. 
letters from New York 
say they are well and 
Blashfield has succeed 
=ed in his business this 
winter satisfactoryly. 
Edwin has gone to 
Italy on his way to 
Egypt to see Rosellini's 
M.S.S.. He was a noted 
Egyptologist and left 
much that is valuable 
about that Country 

February 20 1884 
a letter from Lottie 
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Edwin cut his foot 
Just before leaving 
Lottie had an attack 
of pneumonia after 
he left, and Zo has 
been under a doctors 
care for trouble in 
her throat., the weath 
=er continues very 
wet and the roads 
to muddy to go out 
except in case of 
necessity 

Friday Feby 29 1884 
a terrible gale and 
very cold, down to 
zero Amelia and Dora 
were to have gone to Boston 
today, but it was too 
cold 

March 1 Saturday 
Amelia & Dora went 
to Boston this after= 
=noon 

Wednesday March 5 1884 
a letter from Edwin 
of Feb 10 he was at 
Cairo just starting to 
go up the Nile 
went to Mary Bs 
got my new dress 
we hear from Amelia 
and Dora, that they 
are being entertained 
on Beacon Hin the 
highest style, 
It will be hard 
for them to come 
down to every day 
Compton life, 
and harder still 
if they try to bring 
Boston home with 
them 

Saturday March 18 1884 
The weather continues 
very unpleasant, rain 
or snow the most of the 
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days - I dont think 
we have had more 
than six really pleasant 
days since the first 
of February - The 
carpets Amelia bought 
in Boston have come 
5 frame Brussells 
very handsome 
$1.50 cents a yard 

Sunday March 16, 1884 
Tomorrow is Edwin's 
birthday he completes 
his 51st year, 16 years 
he spent in his birth place 
the next 5 years was 
devoted to study when 
his health would permit 
then commenced a life of 
work, for 18 years 
he worked as few 
men work to secure 
a competence for his 
family. 12 years ago 
he begun the study of 
Egyptology and has 
pursued it as diligently 
as he did his business 
he has visited all the 
principal Cities of Europe 
looked over their mu= 
=seums, searched their 
Librarys, and dug in 
the Pyramids and tombs 
of Egypt, where he now is 
and what will all this 
Labor amount to a 
hundred years hence? 

Sunday March 25, 1883 
we are now having some 
sunshine, The wild geese 
are seeking their summer 
quarters the blackbirds 
and robins are come in 
large flocks we hope the 
spring has come to stay - 
a letter from Zoe this 
morning dated March 6 
tells the story of their 
balls and parties. I should 
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be glad if they would 
devote at least 
a part of their time, to the 
more important work 
of Life and feel that 
they can have a good 
Time doing something 
useful - Our neigh 
=bour Frank Simmons 
died yesterday, one more 
tenant in the little grave 
yard, one more sad 
widow with four 
little children 

Saturday March 29, 1884 
Have just returned 
from a visit to my old 
friends Isaiah and 
Hannah Snell. For 40 
years we have enjoyed 
uninterupted friend= 
=ship, not a cloud or 
shadow of a cloud 
has ever come between 
us, we are now old 
and cannot expect to 
have many more 
visits together - 
my Grandchildren 
E H Blashfield and 
wife sail for Europe 
today for a 4 months 
trip mostly to Italy 
a letter from Lottie 
this week her health 
is improved for which 
I am truely glad - 
have got my silk 
comforter ready for 
the wool hope to go to 
Sarah carrs soon 

Thursday April 3, 1884 
A regular winter snow 
storm yesterday we 
had our spring town 
meeting and elected 
a member on the board 
of superintendants of 
schools Mrs Susan H 
Brownell was chosen 
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The first time in the 
history of our Town 
that a woman has been 
elected to that office 
Mrs Anna Brownell 
was elected Trustee 
for District No 5 - 
The work of womans 
enfranchisement goes 
slowly but surely 

Onward 

Monday April 7, 1884 
Continues cold for the 
season. Such a series 
of disasters by sea and 
land I have never known 
before hurricanes on 
the coast causing many 
shipwrecks and loss of 
life, cyclones in the 
west & south sweeping 
away whole village 
fires that laid waste 
thousands of acres of 
valuable timber land, 
floods that sent every 
movable thing before 
the foaming torrent, 
and last but not 
least, the terrible riot 
in Cincinnati, which 
shews such fearful 
disregard of law and 
life and human 
rights, that the spirit 
which made such an 
outbreak possible is 
more to dreaded, than 
fire or flood or 
Hurricane 

Sunday April 24 1884 
Have been to Fall River 
the past week visited 
my old friend Diana 
Wood, my neice Anna 
Kirby, went to New Bed= 
=ford by rail visited 
my neice Emily Brotell 
came to Westport to my 
Grand nephews for a 
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day and a night then 
home in the stage last 
night, - get nothing but 
news papers from Egypt 
and no news from 
Paris or of the arrival 
of Mr Blashfield and 
Linnie in Antwerp 

Monday April 28 1884 
Got a letter from Mr 
Blashfield saying they 
were safely over, also 
one from Edwin writ= 
=ten off the Citidel saying 
they had, had a successful 
trip had to charter a 
nother boat to bring 
down the antiquities 
they had collected. 
went to my home 
to see to setting trees 
painting & papering 
&c Cousin Stephen 
Howland will stay 
with me for the present 
and do many things 

Saturday May 3, 1884 
Stephen and I have 
worked diligently 
setting out shrubs & 
bushes smoothing off 
rough places &c &c 
I find that I have failed 
a goodeal from last year 

May 7 1884 
my eightieth birth 
day! no one of my 
ancestors since my 
Great Grandmother 
have lived to see 
four score, I was 
named for her & 
have been told that 
I inherited many 
traits in her character 
she died a shorter 
time before I was 
born in 1803 
no lettered stone 

65 



marks the place 
of her burial, but 
I know the spot 
a little nook, just 
north of the Four 
Corners on the right 
hand as you go north - 

Tuesday May 20, 1884 
yesterday I called on 
a distant cousin by 
way of the Dennis family 
her Grandmother being 
sister to my great Grand 
mother, she is 90 years 
old. retains her faculties 
in a wonderful manner 
a letter from Lottie 
says their passage to 
America is spoken 
for to sail the 7 of June 
in the Normandie 
May 1 Edwin Ned and 
Linnie were in Florence, 
Dora in England, and 
the rest in Paris - 
It continues wet & cold 
today is very cheerless 
I am back to Isaac's 
Stephen having gone to 
his home 

Thursday June 24, 1884 
am expecting Edwin 
today, Emily has been 
with me three weeks 
Aunt Harriet about 
as long, have got the 
old chair that Charles 
made 57 years ago put 
in order for another 
half century, I have 
done what I could 
to make it look pleasant 
and feel as if my 
work in this world 
was about accomplished 

Wednesday June 25, 1884 
Edwin and his family 
arrived they are well 
except Zoe whose 
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health had been 
failing for a year 
she cannot speak 
a word loud, has 
a cough. 

Thursday June 26, 1884 
The great wedding 
at Isaacs came off 
today, Friends from 
Boston Brooklyn and 
New Bedford, Brighton 
Rutland Vt were there 
and Edwin's family 
from Paris France - 
The presents were many 
and some costly - 

Friday July 29 1884 
Mr Blashfield and 
Linnie arrived in N.Y. 
from Antwerp last week 
she came here yesterday 
he stops in N.Y. for a 
few days as we are having 
a cold rainy summer, 
very unlike the three 
past seasons Emily & 
Isaac went to Sheldon 
last week, they are hope= 
=ing I will join them 
there, Lottie had gone 
to Providence today with 
Isaac, she will have 
a very wet time, it is 
raining heavily now 

Tuesday 1884 
September 30 
The busy summer 
is gone and Little 
note made of the events 
that have transpired, 
Edwin and his fami 
=ly have been with me 
and there have been 
many boarders and 
much company - 
The season has been 
cool with a great 
deal of rain, which 
interfered with out 
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door amusements, 
The new piazza has 
afforded shelter and 
been well patronized 
By invitation of my 
nephew & neice I 
with M.E. Brownell 
and advise of my 
friends here, I left 
(Edwin with me) 
on the 19th August 
for Sheldon Springs 
in Northern Vermont 
where my friends 
already were, Edwin 
staid a few days 
when he returned 
home & I remained 
untill the 12th Septem 
=ber, when we three 
went to North Conway 
a charming town in 
New Hampshire at the 
foot of the white Mou 
=ntains, to me the scene 
=ry was new and I 
was charmed with 
the deep vallies, tall 
pines, the beautiful 
Saco river running 
thro intervale as 
smooth as a prairie & 
dotted now & then 
with clumps of oak 
and maple, Lomardy 
poplars reared their 
lofty heads in front 
of the piazza while 
elms shaded the side 
making Sunset pavilion 
a very enjoyable place 

on friday the 26th 
we left North Conway 
coming by way of Boston 
Isaac & Emily going 
to Newport to visit 
his son, and going 
home, Edwin met 
me at Tiverton station 
and we reached 
Awashonks Lodge 
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in safety at 1/2 past 
7 P.M. 

October 29 
Charles Howland 
took me to N. Bedford 
to get my dividends 
I staid with Emily 
at Mrs Swains, came 
home next day in a 
northeast rain storm 
Edwin is about to 
leave, they have been 
here so long, I shall 
miss them more than 
usual. They must 
seek a milder clime 
on Zoe's account 

Saturday November 1, 1884 
Edwin and family 
left for New York of 
their future movements 
the Cholera in Europe 
has thawarted all their 
plans. I am left again 
with many cares. 
Aunt Harriet Sisson 
is with me at present 
a dear good woman 
with a heart to help 
everyone in need 

Nov 26 wednesday 1884 
I have done what I 
can to straiten things 
Aunt Harriet had gone 
home and I am going 
to my winter home 
tonight, tomorrow 
is thanksgiving Isaac 
daughter & her Husband 
are coming a few friends 

Monday Dec 15, 1884 
We are having a very 
wet season it thaws and 
rains & rains and blows 
till the land is drenched 
The month has been very 
warm two light snows 
that soon melted - 
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I am very much bothered 
about the cistern I have 
had dug we encountered 
a stream about 18 inches 
from the bottom, as yet 
have not been able to stop 
it - it has cost me more 
already more than I thought is 
would - a letter from 
Zoe dated the sixth says 
they were still in N. York 
my visit to my friends, 
in Tiverton & westport is 
still deferred on account 
of the work at home 
my ability to get it along 
fails 

December 25, 1884 
Can it be that I 
have lived to see eighty 
Christmas days, such is 
the fact, how short the 
time to look back; how 
long it would have looked 
seventy five years ago - 
a letter from Lottie says 
they leave for the south 
very soon, Zoe is not any 
better her cough is very 
bad, it is hard to see 
so fair a flower fade 
so early. The Christmas 
presents have come from 
many places to this house 
I have knit 2 pairs of 
mittens, footed 2 pairs of 
stockings, and done some 
other work for the poor, 
Amelia has made many 
garments for a like purpose 
It seems like bring a hard 
winter, we have had 
unusual cold weather 
already 8 below zero 

Wednesday December 31, 1884 
The last hours of 1884 
are fast flitting away 
the tick of the old -clock 
reminds me of the days 
more than seventy years 
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ago; when as it stood on 
the corner of my great 
Uncle's sitting room I 
listened as it measured 
of the hours - Five 
generations have been 
awakened by the stroke 
of that bell, and five 
more may be aroused 
by it; so much less 
enduring is man than 
the work of his hands 
Edwin and his family 
left N.Y. yesterday. 
today they are steaming 
on toward a more genial 
clime for Zoe to winter 
in; a note from the 
dear child, brings the 
heartiest wishes for 
my present & future 
ease and comfort 
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