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Announcing

The History of Little Compton
For well over 100 years local
historians like Sarah Soule Wilbour,
Benjamin Franklin Wilbour and
C ar lton Brownell have b een
documenting Little Compton’s rich
histor y. H istor ical Society
publications like “Little Compton
Families” and “Notes on Little
Compton” have captured the early
genealogical history of the town and
many of its key historical moments
but to date, nothing has filled the
need for an informative, complete,
narrative history of our community.
This year the Historical Society
will take on that challenge. Bolstered
by the carefully documented work of
past researchers and the generous
volunteerism of Little Compton
resident and author, Janet Lisle, the
Historical Society embarked on a
major four year project that will
ultimately produce a complete
narrative history of Little Compton
as well as a permanent exhibition.
We are now entering year two of
the project. For the past 12 months,
Ms. Lisle has been building on the

research of the past 100 years,
discovering new information and
writing Little Compton’s history from
the 17th century to 1747. She won a
small grant from the RI Council for
the Humanities, but for the most part
her work on the project has been
strictly volunteer, a gift to the
community she loves. (See the sidebar
for an upcoming presentation of Ms.
Lisle’s work to date.)
Janet will continue her work this
winter and spring to finish Part 1 of the
history. It will cover the earliest
written accounts of the Sakonnet area
and trace the settlement of Little
Compton through the war of 1812.
Her work will become a focal point for
this summer’s special exhibition at the
Historical Society. The Rhode Island
Foundation is generously supporting
this effort.
In 2011 and 12, Ms. Lisle will
continue with the project, completing
the narrative and resulting in a second
summer exhibition in July 2012.
An interview with the author
continues on page 3

New EE-Store

A Preview of
“The History of
Little Compton”
Brown Bag Lecture
with Janet Lisle
Thurs., Nov. 19, 2009 ~ Noon
LC Community Center
Hosted b y
The Little Compton
Historical Society
Sponsored by
The Rhode Island Council
for the Humanities
Free and Open to the Public
Bring a Bag Lunch
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Wish List
A Call to Artists
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Photo Review
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Executive Director
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President
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Vice President
Randy Byers
Secretary
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Treasurer
William H. Richmond
Directors
Jack Angell
Claudia Cooley Bell
Fred Bridge
Randy Byers
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Richard Menoche
J. William Middendorf, II
Dora Atwater Millikin
Carolyn J. Montgomery
Christopher Rawson
Paul Suttell
Lee Wyatt

Wanted
as gifts or loans!
Exhibit Wish List
LC Items dating from 1600 to 1820
as gifts or loans.
LC Documents dating from 1600 to 1820
originals or digital copies.

Wooden Chairs
Antique or vintage wooden chairs in good
condition for use in our reception room.

Antique or Vintage Items

Managing Director
Marjory O’Toole

To be sold in our Antique Sale to benefit
the Historical Society.

Administrator
Nancy Carignan

Antique Items
with Little Compton Histories

Newsletter Designer
Shelley Bowen
Little Compton
Historical Society
PO Box 577
Little Compton, RI 02837
(401) 635-4035
lchistory@littlecompton.org
www.littlecompton.org
Wilbor House Museum
548 West Main Road
Little Compton, RI 02837
(401) 635-4035

For possible inclusion in our
permanent collection.
The Collections Committee will
review each item.

Digital Images of Family Photographs
Your clearly labeled photographs may
help us identify the hundreds of unidentified
photos in our collection.

Obituaries, Funeral and Memorial
Service Programs,
Copies of Eulogies
Help us document the lives of our
20th century residents by sharing information
about your loved ones with us.

Corporate Members
Local businesses p lay an important role in the
preservation and presentation of Little Compton’s
history. Additional Corporate Members are
always welcome. Please call 635-4035 or
complete the membership form on page 8.

E VEN T SP ON SORS
Arkins Construction Co., Inc.
Blount Seafood
Humphrey’s Kitchen & Bath Design Center
Katharine H. Leary, CPA
Lees Supermarket
Madden Electric Company
Manchester Tree & Land scaping, Inc.
National Lumber Co.
Sakonnet Vineyards
Sovereign Bank

SCHOOL PROGRAM SPONSORS
A.A. Mariani Funeral Home
Briggs Beach, Inc.
C S & M Tele-Systems, Inc.
Country and Coastal Properties
Goulart Petroleum, Inc.
Interstate In surance & Finance Co.
Lapointe Insurance Services, Inc.
Phil’s Propane
Sparks Company, Inc.
Spinnaker Real Estators
Peter Washburn, CFP

CORPORATE MEMBERS
Allied Floor Covering, Inc.
Bowen & Co. Building Contractors
Earle’s S ervice Station
Franlart Nurseries, Inc.
Homestead Construction Co.
Richard Humphrey
Roger King Fine Arts
Little Compton Real E state, LLC
Software Mill Inc.
Stone House
the Donovan Gallery
Walker’s Road side Stand
Waring-Sullivan Funeral Homes
Wilbur’s General Store, Inc.
Wishing Stone Farm

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Mataronas Lobster Co., Inc.

FALL HOURS
Private Tours
and Programs
By Appointment

Office Hours
Tuesday ~ Friday
9 AM ~ 3 PM
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LCHS’ On-Line Collection
Will Soon be New and Improved
In July we launched our first on-line collection and we thank you for your valuable
feedback. This winter we’ll be updating and improving our on-line database and will be
sharing the new, easier-to-use version with you in the spring.
Explore the collection at littlecompton.org.

History of Little Compton Exhibition
Contemporary Artists Interpret the Past
In July the Historical Society will unveil
its newest Special Exhibition, The History of
Little Compton:1600-1820.
Author Janet Lisle will supply the text
for the exhibit and to supply the images,
the Historical Society will be reaching out
to local artists.
This fall, contemporary Sakonnet Area
artists will be asked to select a moment in
Little Compton’s early history and interpret
it through their art. Their work, whether it be
a painting, sculpture, photograph, or other
medium, will be used in the exhibition to
illustrate our local history.
Each of the works will be available for

Awashonks at Treaty Rock, 2008
By Dora Atwater Millikin

sale to the general public and a portion of
the purchase price will go directly to the
Historical Society to support our preservation and education efforts.
Approximately 20 of the pieces will be
selected by a three member jury to be used
as illustrations for Ms. Lisle’s book.
Interested artists are invited to contact
the Historical Society for a list of key
moments in Little Compton’s history. The
Society will also offer research materials
and background information to help each
artist with their work.
The exhibition will run from JulyOctober 2010.

An Interview with Author Janet Lisle
by Roger Guillemette

On writing a history of Little Compton
“My intention is to make an overarching narrative of
what happened here in Little Compton, a history of the
town’s growth set against the wider background of
America’s history. The written record of our town starts in
the 1660s with early Indian land sale documents recorded
in Plymouth Court. I’ve been reading these with great
interest. Benjamin Franklin Church’s Notes on Little
Compton has provided us with wonderful human stories
and historical detail. My job is to draw conclusions from
the stories and, using an array of other resources, make
connections between them.”

On the Sakonnet Indians
“I started my research last fall (2008) by reading
recently transcribed 17th Century southern New England
land deeds. It was very exciting to get new glimpses into
Awashonks and the Sakonnet tribes living here.”
“I hadn’t realized that there were two tribes, that the
Sakonnets had rivaling parties within their own ranks.
I’d always looked at Awashonks’ from Benjamin Church’s
point of view. His memoirs, published in 1718, give a
clear account of his friendly meeting with the Sakonnets
and their queen when he arrived in the area to homestead in 1674. Of course, he tells his story from his own

white settler’s perspective. The early land sale deeds
gave me another view. It was hard to piece together at
first, but slowly I began to understand the Indian side of
the story. It’s a poignant story, one of bravery in the face
of immense loss.”

On the project
“Marjory O'Toole, managing director of the LCHS,
had the idea of writing an official town history. She
approached me about it in the summer of 2008. At first,
I thought, “No way!” I had writing projects of my own
going on. But then, as I considered it, I knew I couldn’t
resist. Little Compton’s past is mine as well. My parents
and grandparents lived here. My grandfather was the
town doctor in the 1950s. Our family history in the area
goes back to the 1860s, when Rev. Slicer dragged an
abandoned windmill up from the fields below West Main
Road and made it into a house. It’s an honor to work on
this project, and a personal joy.”
“Originally, we thought it might take a year to complete.
Then, there was so much interesting material about the
Indians, we said, ‘Okay, maybe two years.’ Now, it has
become a four-year project.”
“Although I’m at the helm as writer, I have enormous
help from everyone here at the historical society. It’s
really a group effort. I’m the scribe.”
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Did You Know?
LCHS is still a
Collecting Organization

LCHS is Primarily a
Volunteer Organization

The Little Compton Historical Society recognizes
that history happens every day and that it is much easier
to collect objects now than it will be 50 years from now.
Just as we are committed to preserving Little Compton’s
early history, we are committed to documenting Little
Compton’s 20th and 21st century history. As a result, we
welcome donations of all sorts of items relating to Little
Compton, including, but not limited to, antiques, documents, clothing, oral histories, artwork and photographs.
The Collections Committee carefully reviews each
item and determines whether or not it should be
included in the collection. An item’s
age, connection to Little Compton,
condition, uniqueness and our ability
to properly care for the item all come
into play when collections decisions
are being made.
Sometimes when an item can’t be
accepted into the collection the donor
simply takes it back. Other times doProhibition Bourbon
nors still give the item and allow us
recently donated to
to sell it, often in our antiques sale, to
LCHS
raise funds that benefit the Society.
Today’s simple techniques for digitizing photographs
have opened up a whole new way for people to share
information with the Historical Society without parting with
treasured family photos. LCHS welcomes labeled digital
photographs on disk, SD cards, thumbdrives or via e-mail.
Special exhibitions often influence the donation and
accession of new items to the collection. During the recent
Portuguese exhibition many local families of Portuguese
descent donated items to the collection. This past summer’s “Time to Play” prompted the donation of many fine
antique toys.
We hope that next summer’s exhibition on the early
history of Little Compton will lead to the donation (or
loan) of 17th and 18th century objects, documents and
artwork that the public has not yet had the chance to see.
So this year, and every year, LCHS encourages everyone with Little Compton connections to think about sharing
their family treasures with us and the community we serve.

The Historical Society is fortunate to have some
wonderful part-time staff members, but all their hard
work would be for naught without the constant efforts
of dozens of LCHS volunteers. From Carlton Brownell
who has been an organization leader since the 1930s,
to Claire Knowlton, one of our newest docents, the
Historical Society succeeds because of its volunteers.
New volunteers are always welcome at LCHS.
From handy men and women helping with preservation
projects, to people willing to transcribe 18th century
documents, and most especially to those interested in
becoming docents for the Wilbor House Museum,
we need your help and we invite you to contact us at
lchistory@littlecompton.org or 401-635-4035.
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Caroline Wordell and
Dora Millikin volunteered
their time to curate the
“Time to Play” exhibition.
Tom and Mary Arkins,
Bill Richmond and Fred Br idge
all volunteered to create the
Peaked To p School reproduction
that was raffled off in the
summer of 2009 and won
by Mimi Fr eeman.

Piper Hawes o pens the first box
of “L is for Little Compton,”
a book she wrote as a volunteer
and donated to LCHS.

Visit our new

E-store
this Holiday Season
Archival quality reproductions
of treasured Little Compton images
are just a click away

“George Gray Loading Hay”

Visit littlecompton.org
& select E-Store
littlecompton

Molly Luce

Jennie Furbish

O.E. Dubois

Sydney Burleigh
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Let’s Do Lunch Camp

Family Day

Silent Auction

Book signing

Family Day

Children’s Pageant

Family Day Contests

Summer Camp

Exhibit Volunteers

Thank You
for a Great
Season
Setting Up the Trains

Family Day

Time to Play Camp

School House Lesson

Family Day Candy Shoppe

Time to Play Summer Camp

Exhibit Preview Party

Save the Date

Country Tour
of Historic Homes
Sunday, September 19, 2010
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The Secrets of
Stone Walls
By William Hutson, Ph.D.
Senior Research Associate Geological Sciences,
Brown University
Many residents and visitors feel that one of the
most beautiful features of Little Compton is its stone
walls. The walls are scattered throughout Little
Compton, along the roads, edging fields, defining
residential plots and meandering into the woods.
But have you ever noticed that there are two distinct
types of rocks used in the stone walls?
One type of stone is rounded granite, tan or light
pink in color. This pink granite can be seen mixed with
grey stones in stone walls north to about the Sakonnet
Golf Club. The tan or yellowish granite is more prevalent
in the eastern part of town and is showcased in the
stone walls in the village of Adamsville.
A second type of stone is made of flat slate, called
gneiss (“nice”) which is dark grey in color. This grey
slate can be seen in stone walls at the center of town
and the walls along West Main Road.

Granite

Slate

One may wonder what secrets they hold. What
their origins are? How they got here? Why they may be
found in different locations?
The answers to these questions are remarkable, for
they tell a very different story of Little Compton and its
quiet pastoral character today. The secrets of its stone walls
tell a story of an ancient past of Air, Fire, Water and Ice.
AIR. Four billion years ago, when the earth’s
atmosphere was inhospitable, the original bedrock in
Little Compton was continuously obliterated by an
aerial bombardment of meteors (some as large as
Kansas). Life did not exist.
FIRE. About 560 million years ago a volcanic arc
formed from the collision of two great continents (part of
Gondwanaland – a single massive continent consisting
of all of today’s land masses), creating the granite we
see today in the eastern part of Little Compton. At this

time, the western portion of the town did not exist. Over
the next two hundred million years, Gondwanaland
broke up by stresses within the ancient earth.
WATER. About 350 million years ago, there was a
collision of two other ancient continents, producing the
Allegheny Mountains, vastly higher than today’s
remnants. Over time, the mountains were weathered
and the resulting sediments settled into a sea to the east,
eventually becoming the shale found in Little Compton
today. Sedimentary shale is the precursor of harder,
metamorphic slate.
ICE. A final insult to the stones of Little Compton
came from massive glaciers, much later during the Ice
Ages, which began about a million years ago. Successive
advances of ice sheets, thousands of feet thick, erased all
evidence of earlier soil, forests and glacial material. The
last ice sheet melted about 12,000 years ago. As it
receded, it left behind the rocks, glacial till and sandy
soils found in our community today. For the first time,
humans began settling along our coastal lands in the
wake of the retreating ice sheets.
The glacial boulders and stones left behind were
scattered everywhere throughout the region. Early
European settlers had no choice but to clear the land before
they farmed. They stacked the rocks at the edges of their
field. Eventually these rock piles became the stone walls
of today.
WHENCE ROUND vs. FLAT? The round, tan stone
walls in eastern Little Compton came from the time of fire,
when Gondwanaland was created, 560 million years ago.
In sharp contrast, the flat grey stones in the western
part of Little Compton were created over 200 million years
later, from the time of deep-water sedimentation.
Although these two distinct rock types formed at
different times, in different places and under different times,
the ice ages scattered the rocks across the countryside,
partially mixing them together and providing the raw
materials for the stone walls we see today, primarily
granite in the east and primarily slate in the west.
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LCHS Membership

Membership

□

Event Sponsor

$250 & up

□

Program Sponsor

$150

□

Supporting

$100

With Benefits from
Coast to Coast

□

Corporate

$75

Join or Renew Today!

□

Contributing

$50

□

Family

$30

Time Travelers

□

Individual

$20

reciprocal membership program.

□ My Company will match my
membership or gift. Completed
matching form enclosed.
Please make checks payable to:
Little Compton Historical Society
PO Box 577, Little Compton, RI 02837
Name: ___________________________
Address: _________________________
City: ____________________________
State: ____________ Zip: __________
Phone: ___________________________

LCHS participates in the

Your Historical Society membership card provides you with FREE

or Discounted Admission to 250 historic sites
all across the country!
For a complete list of participating sites log onto
www.mohistory.org /content/membershipservices/timetravelers.aspx
or call LCHS at 635-4035.
As always you’ll enjoy local membership benefits including
free admission to the Wilbor House and our special exhibitions,
invitations to special events and advance registration for our most
popular programs. Most importantly, your membership gift helps
preserve Little Compton’s rich history for generations.

Email: ___________________________

$20 (Ship anywhere $5)
For sale at the Wilbor House Museum
and at other local merchants.
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